DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUNDALK TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 22nd JULY, 2008 AT 7.30pm
PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor Seamus Keelan presided.

Councillor S. Byrne, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor I. Dooley,

Councillor M.Grehan, Councillor S. Keelan, Councillor H. Todd, Councillor J D’arcy, Councillor E. O’Boyle, 

APOLOGIES

Councillor M. Bellew and Councillor J. Ryan.
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager.
Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk.
Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer.

Mr. Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer.
Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer.
Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer.

Mr. Stephen Cull, Regeneration Officer.
_______________________________________________________________
The Meeting commenced with Prayers
195/08
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS

On the proposition of Councillor M. Dearey and Seconded by Councillor S. Keelan the members agreed to extend congratulations to the Dundalk Arts Office staff and Louth Contemporary Music Society for their organisation of the recent Philip Glass performance in St Patrick’s Cathedral.

196/08
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor E. O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor S. Keelan the following minutes were adopted.
Environmental MPC – 22nd April 2008 
Council Monthly Meeting – 24th June, 2008 

Planning Monthly Meeting – 8th July, 2008 

______________________________________________________________ 

197/08
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor H. Todd referred to his Notice of Motion (189/08) and advised the members that he has discussed the issue with residents in Fatima Court and Drive and the additional parking bays are not required.
____________________________________________________________

198/08
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The report was noted by the members.

____________________________________________________________ 

199/08
PROGRESS REPORT FOR JULY

The report for July was noted by the members.
Frank Pentony, Town Clerk advised the members that a more detailed report will be presented at the September Meeting for comment. Councillor S. Byrne requested that information be provided on the current status of the Young Persons Music Centre, and Rocknew Farm Local Area Plan.
____________________________________________________________ 

200/08
REGENERATION REPORT
The report was noted by the members. 

A general discussion followed with contributions from Councillors Eamonn O’Boyle, Noel Lennon, Harry Todd, Kevin Meenan and Seamus Byrne.

The County Manager advised that the works needed to be done will be aided by the capital allocation of one million Euros. He further commented that there would be an intimate level of involvement necessary by the residents and other stakeholders to ensure a cohesive and successful outcome.
___________________________________________________________ 

201/08
DISPOSAL OF APPROXIMATELY 0.128HA (0.317 acres) OF 


LAND ADJACENT TO No 454 ASHLING PARK, COXES 


DEMESNE, DUNDALK TO “REDEEMER CRECHE AND


PLAYGROUP”

On the proposal of Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Seamus Byrne the members agreed to the disposal at a nominal rent and as per the Section 183 Notice.
____________________________________________________________ 

202/08
MANAGERS REPORT ON VARIATION OF DUNDALK


AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN –REVISION OF HP7- 
INFILL AND BACKLAND DEVELOPMENT.
On the proposal of Councillor Jim D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the members agreed to the variation as per the County Managers report of 15th July, 2008. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
203/08
GATEWAY UPDATE REPORT
The report was noted. The County Manager advised that although the news was disappointing, work will continue on developing Dundalk’s Gateway Status and other options will be explored to maximise this status.
_____________________________________________________________ 
204/08
BIDS

Councillor Noel Lennon sought further information regarding the plebiscite result. David Storey provided a comprehensive breakdown of the figures from the plebiscite. A general discussion followed with some members expressing reservations about the process. The County Manager rejected criticism of the process and advised of the councils’ role and that the decision was now a matter for the members. He further advised that a resolution by the members to the 1.5% levy as set out in the bid proposal was an indicator to the BID Company of the Councils intentions to support the BID. However the levying of the 1.5% rate would require ratification by the members at Budget time.

There was a proposal by Councillor Ian Dooley and seconded by Councillor Mary Grehan to defer the members vote on the Bid until further information was made available to all stakeholders. There was a counter proposal from Councillor Mark Dearey seconded by Councillor Jim D’Arcy to take the members vote at this meeting.

Following a roll call vote, five councillors voted in favour of holding the vote at this meeting Mark Dearey, Seamus Keelan, Jim D’Arcy, Eamonn O’Boyle and Seamus Byrne with four against, Ian Dooley, Kevin Meenan, Mary Grehan, Harry Todd and one absention Noel Lennon.
A roll call vote was taken on the proposition of Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Councillor Jim D’Arcy to adopt the Bid Scheme to commence in Jan 2009.
In favour –   Seamus Byrne, Seamus Keelan, Jim D’Arcy, Eamonn O’Boyle and 

                    Mark Dearey.

Against -      Ian Dooley, Kevin Meenan, Harry Todd.

Absention - Noel Lennon

The BID proposal was carried.
205/08  
GREEN PAPER ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT
The paper was noted by the members.
______________________________________________________________ 

206/08
DRUGS ADVISORY GROUP

The members agreed to defer discussions of this report until the August meeting.
______________________________________________________________ 

207/08 
DUBLIN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
The Manager gave the members a brief report on the bill currently going through the Oireachtas.  The members agreed to defer debate on this item to a later date.

______________________________________________________________ 

208/08
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLACE NAMES COMMITTEE 
On the proposition of Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Byrne the members agreed at the July monthly meeting to the nomination of Councillor Noel Lennon as Dundalk Town Council’s representative on the  Place Names Committee.

______________________________________________________________ 

209/08
BYE-LAWS PRESENTATION OF WASTE

Mr David Storey, Senior Executive Officer advised that the draft Bye-laws were presented for the members’ information. The Bye-laws will now go for public consultation.
______________________________________________________________ 

210/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN

“That this Council be given an explanation as to why number 45 Liso Dubh, allocated to a Special Needs applicant, in January 2008 is still not ready for someone with independent living needs.”

Adaptations were made to 45 Lios Dubh, based on recommendations received from HSE on 21 September 2005 and 30 May 2006.  Construction was completed in December 2007. The Occupational Therapist report referred to in the Notice of Motion was received after completion and handover to Cluid Housing Association.
Councillor Keelan withdrew this Motion.

______________________________________________________________ 

211/08
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN

  Notice of Question – Councillor Seamus Keelan

(i) When will Roadmarkings reinstatement programme commence?


Roadmarking reinstatement is currently being carried out as the need arises and when identified. However a data base is presently being compiled of all roadmarkings within the Urban area. This is a labour intensified and time consuming exercise and is conducted when relevant personnel are available. Once the database is compiled a rolling programme of replacement will be put together.
                     The reply was noted.

(ii)
When will footpath reinstatement between Racecourse Road corner and the Graveyard Hill commence?


The contract for the Footpath Reinstatement 2008 has only recently been awarded. The successful contractor is currently compiling his works programme. The expected commencement date for this contract is 18th August and it is expected to be completed within two months. 
When the works programme is submitted a more specific date for the above noted footpath can be given.
The reply was noted.
(iii) When will water hydrants and road repairs commence on the Moorland Road?
The contractor will be on site soon after the builder’s holidays (approximately 

3-4 weeks)

The reply was noted.

______________________________________________________________ 

212/08

NOTICE OF QUESTION - COUNCILLOR HARRY TODD
What progress has been made by Dundalk Town Council regarding the public lighting at back entry at Oakland Park in the vicinity of no’s 69, 76, and 82, which have been out of order since February of this year ?
The ESB have informed the engineers department that they will look at it this week and repairs will be carried out in the next week or so.
The Town Clerk further advised that the ESB are hopeful that work will be carried out before the end of July.
______________________________________________________________ 

213/08
LOUTH COUNTY HOSPITAL

The Chairman presented expenditure figures and staffing numbers in relation to the Louth Hospital. He further advised that he has received confirmation from the Louth County Hospital Manager on their availability to meet with the Dundalk Town Council members every few months.

_______________________________________________________________ 

214/08   
RESOLUTIONS

This item was noted by the members.

_______________________________________________________________ 

215/08
CONFERENCES

This item was noted by the members

_______________________________________________________________ 

216/08
CORRESPONDENCE

This item was noted by the members

______________________________________________________________ 

The Chairman praised staff in the Town Clerks Office responsible for the publication of the Newsletter which will have a summer and winter edition. The Chairman also advised that judging was ongoing in the Tidy Towns competitions and for the members to be in watchful mode.
______________________________________________________________
The meeting concluded with prayers at 9.10pm
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on ____ day of________________2008

                                                                       _____________________

                                                                                             CATHAOIRLEACH

                                                                                            ________________________
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