DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE  MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUNDALK TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 22nd January 2008 AT 7.30PM.
PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor Jim D’Arcy presided.
Councillor M. Bellew, Councillor S. Byrne, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor I. Dooley, Councillor M. Grehan. Councillor S. Keelan, Councillor N. Lennon, Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J. Ryan and 
Councillor H. Todd.
ALSO PRESENT

Mr Paul McTiernan, Colin Buchanan & Associates
Mr Olan Herr, observer
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer 
Mr Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Mr Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer,
Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer

The Meeting Commenced with Prayers

010/08
Regeneration and Funding Strategy for the 
Castletown Riverside  

Mr Paul McTiernan from Colin Buchanan & Associates made a presentation to the Council in committee on the Regeneration and Funding Strategy for the Castletown Riverside and answers questions and queries raised by members.
______________________________________________________________
011/08
VOTE OF SYMPATHY




It was proposed by Councillor Jim D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, and agreed that a Vote of Sympathy be extended to Peter Gaffey Housing Section, on the death of his mother Mary Gaffey RIP, Bridie Hickey Housing Section on the death of her mother Nancy McGuinness RIP and Stephen Cull Housing Section on the death of his mother Lily Cull RIP.


_____________________________________________________________________

012/08
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS

It was proposed by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle and seconded by Seamus Keelan and agreed that a vote of congratulations be extended to Brian Walsh and the staff of the Museum on the outstanding success of the McClintock Winter School.  
_____________________________________________________________________

013/08
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

On the proposition of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Harry Todd, the following minutes were adopted.
Housing MPC of 28th August 2007

Planning MPC of 11th September 2007

Infrastructure MPC of 25th September 2007

Budget Meeting of 3rd December 2007

Joint Planning & Monthly Meeting of 10th December 2007

_____________________________________________________________________

014/08
MATTERS ARISING

Cllr. Kevin Meenan referred to Minute No. 668/07 regarding the ministerial deputation request on the regeneration project.  The members agreed that a delegation would meet with the Minister on Tuesday 12th February 2008.   The Town Clerk agreed to confirm this date with the Minister’s Office. 
Cllr. Seamus Byrne referred to Minute No. 476/07 and asked for an update on the preparation of the Plan.  The Town Clerk confirmed that a presentation on the Draft Urban Design Strategy and Framework Plan will be made to the members when available.

Cllr. Mary Grehan queried whether any response had been received from the Gardaí in relation to joy-riding.  The Town Clerk confirmed that a response had been received and that the Gardaí were currently investigating the incidents.  He agreed to write to the Garda Superintendent and invite him to the next Council meeting.
Cllr. Martin Bellew queried whether a costing for a wall at the Marian Dunne’s property at Long Avenue had been prepared yet.  Frank Pentony confirmed that he would forward details of the estimate to Cllr. Bellew when same is available.
Cllr. Eamon O’Boyle agreed to forward the contact details of Dundalk Schoolboys League under 16 Football Team to the Town Clerk in order to progress his request for the holding of a Civic Reception.
_______________________________________________________________

015/08
Irish Business Against Litter (IBAL) AWARD 2007

The Chairman and members expressed their delight with the recent success of Dundalk Town in winning the prestigious national IBAL Award.

The Town Clerk confirmed that Dundalk Town Council will continue to support community groups in carrying out clean-ups of their local areas and in tackling the problem of illegal dumping.

______________________________________________________________

016/08
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The report was noted by the members.  David Storey, Senior Executive Officer agreed to forward details of anti-social behaviour statistics to the members following a request from Cllr. Kevin Meenan.  He also stated that investigation of criminal activity, in social housing estates, was a matter for the Gardaí.

Cllr. Ian Dooley requested an up-to-date report for the proposed works at 18/19 Riverside Crescent.  The Town Engineer, agreed to forward same to Cllr. Dooley.


017/08
2008 STATUTORY ASSESSMENT OF HOUSING NEED
Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, confirmed to the members that the Housing Section is currently undertaking a statutory Assessment of Housing Needs.  He outlined the process and timelines and stated that the assessment must be completed by 31st March 2008.

___________________________________________________

018/08
SECTION 183 – LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001

Disposal of 0.338ha of land at Coulter Place, Armagh Road to Dundalk Voluntary Housing Association.

On the proposal of Cllr. Mary Grehan and seconded by Cllr. Mark Dearey the members agreed to dispose of 0.338ha of land at Coulter Place, Armagh Road to Dundalk Voluntary Housing Association as set out in the notice.

______________________________________________________________

019/08
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

David Storey, Senior Executive Officer, advised the members of the newspaper advertisement relating to the affordable houses for sale, by Dundalk Town Council, at Lios Dubh, Armagh Road together with a ‘frequently asked questions’ leaflet regarding affordable housing, which is now available to the public.  He further confirmed that the members could contact him if they wished to view the show-house.

______________________________________________________________

020/08
PROGRESS REPORT FOR JANUARY 2008
The report was noted by the members.

Cllr. Noel Lennon raised his concerns regarding the diversion of flood water from the Red Barns Road to the Shore Road.  Catherine Duff confirmed that the final surface had not yet been laid on the Red Barns Road and that there will be no additional flooding caused on the Shore Road following the completion of the Red Barns Road upgrade. 
______________________________________________________________

021/08
MANAGER’S REPORT – PROPOSED VARIATION OF DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2003-2009 TO INCORPORATE THE PROVISIONS OF THE LOUTH HOUSING STRATEGY 2007
The report was noted by the members and it was proposed by Cllr. Kevin Meenan and seconded by Cllr. Mark Dearey and agreed by the members to vary the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2003-2009 to incorporate the provisions of the Louth Housing Strategy 2007.
______________________________________________________________

022/08
TO CONSIDER SUITABLE DATE(S) FOR A JOINT MEETING OF LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL AND DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL TO CONSIDER THE MANAGER’S REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED VARIATION OF THE DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2003-2009 TO INCORPORATE THE PROVISIONS OF THE DRAFT MULLAGHARLIN FRAMEWORK PLAN.
The members agreed the date of 12th February 2008 at 6.00pm.  It was also agreed to re-schedule the Housing MPC which had been arranged for that date.



___________________________________________________

023/08
ROADS PROGRAMME 2008
The programme was noted by the members.

A number of queries were raised by the members in relation to specific locations in the Town.  The Town Engineer responded to these queries.  She further confirmed that the local authority is currently preparing a strategy to address flooding in the South West Area. 

024/08
REVIEW OF DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The members noted the proposed consultation programme for the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan.



____________________________

025/08
MARKET SQUARE REJUVENATION SCHEME


Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk confirmed that the tendering process was ongoing and that the preferred bidder had been selected by an independent board.  However, he further confirmed that the details cannot be made public until the Project Agreement has been signed.


A discussion ensued with contributions from Cllr. Mary Grehan, Cllr. Jim Ryan, Cllr. Mark Dearey, Cllr. Seamus Byrne and Cllr. Jim D’Arcy.  It was proposed by Cllr. Seamus Keelan and seconded by Cllr. Eamon O’Boyle that the members receive a formal presentation on the proposed scheme from the Preferred Bidder.    
___________________________________________________________

026/08
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT SCHEME

David Storey, Senior Executive Officer, confirmed that the newspaper notices were published advising of a 30 day public consultation period.  Once this period had expired a report will be given to the members prior to a plebiscite being undertaken with the ratepayers.

027/08          GATEWAY INNOVATION FUND

Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer confirmed that a decision had not yet issued from the Dept. of the Environment on the GIF bids.

___________________________________________________

028/08              REVIEW OF PAY PARKING



On the proposition of Cllr. Seamus Keelan and agreed by Cllr. Jim D’Arcy it was agreed to defer the review of pay parking to the February monthly meeting, pending a report from the Town Clerk.


______________________________________________________________

029/08
DUNDALK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GROUP REPORT FOR 2007
The report was noted by the members.
030/08
ETHICS FRAMEWORK FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT – LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001
The Town Clerk confirmed that the deadline for receipt of completed ethics registration forms was 29th February 2008.

______________________________________________________________

031/08
Notice of Motion (s) – Councillor Jim D’Arcy

(a) ‘That Dundalk Town Council put in a Pedestrian Crossing’ at St. Vincent’s School’

Answer:   A design is currently being undertaken for the provision of traffic and pedestrian signals at the junction of Seatown /Castle Road. It is planned to bring this through the Part viii planning process this year.  There are also proposals for traffic calming, cycle tracks for Seatown as part of the Town Centre transportation study with additional pedestrian facilities provided. It is proposed to appoint a consultant to design Seatown this year. There are preliminary design drawings available.

The answer was noted.
Notices of Motion (s) & Question - Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle

(a) “That Dundalk Town Council purchase  the lands to the west of a line that directly extends out from the party wall between the ‘Spirit Store’ Public House and the Grain Store at George’s Quay, Dundalk Harbour, which are currently in the ownership of the Dundalk Port Authority, for a consideration to be determined by the Government Valuer, in order to enable the Port Authority to comply with the EU Ports’ Security Directive and with our own Government’s Health and Safety Regulations and also to bring the hinterland of the “off-cut” of St. Helena Park into full unrestricted public ownership and subsequently to fully develop it into a safe and secure public recreational and flood-prevention amenity”. 
Answer:  The Council have no plans to purchase these lands at present which appears to be a matter for the Port Company.

Cllr. Mark Dearey read out a statement as follows: 

“I wish to state that I have had no hand act nor part in the development of this motion or the wider proposal, nor had I any discussions leading to its composition except to say to the third party who rang me that I could not and would not contribute to the proposal. 

As is his right, I was not contacted by Cllr O Boyle regarding the motion.

No significance should be attached to the fact that my business is named in the motion. 

But I do consider it unfortunate that my business is named, and would suggest that a distance in meters from the entrance should have been used as an indicator of where the proposed boundary might go. 

I recognize that the motion materially affects my business and for that reason I will not be present for the debate on the matter”. 

Cllr. Dearey then left the Council Chamber.

A discussion ensued with contributions from Cllr. O’Boyle, Cllr. Keelan, Cllr. Bellew and Cllr. Byrne.  The County Manager confirmed that the purchase of land was an executive function.  The Town Clerk agreed to discuss the matter with the Port Authority.

Cllr. Grehan queried the up-to-date position in relation to the public right of way and the Town Clerk agreed to forward same to the members.  

Cllr. Dearey returned to the Council Chamber.
(b) “That Dundalk Town Council exempts all schools and colleges in its jurisdiction from the proposed payment of Water Charges.”

Answer: The question of water charges for schools and colleagues is addressed by the recent department circular WSP1/08 dated 9th January 2008 (copy attached).

Cllr. O’Boyle noted the reply and queried whether it was possible to exempt schools from the water charges.  The County Manager confirmed that it was not within the remit of the either the Town Council or the County Council to grant water exemptions.
(c)“To what extent has this Council complied to-date with the requirements of the Disability Act 2005 particularly in regard (a) to carrying out accessibility audits of all public parks, roads, buildings and harbours to ensure that all people with disabilities can readily access and use these public spaces and (b) to have engaged with any local transport provider(s), such as with Iarnród Éireann, Bus Éireann, Private Bus/Mini-Bus Companies, Taxis and/or with Hackneys in undertaking any measure(s) designed or intended to improve mobility and access to transport within Dundalk for people with disabilities?”

Answer: The Council has complied to date with the Disability Act 2005 by undertaking audits of all Louth Local Authority buildings, graveyards, parks, public toilets, beaches, playgrounds, civic amenity centre, halting sites, landfill site. LLA has used funding from Disability Strategy Funding 2005, 2006 and 2007 to improve access to buildings and access to information for persons with disability.  Further works will be carried as set out in the LLA Disability Implementation Plan which is currently being developed.  It is a matter for the other agencies to address their premises and services.

Cllr. O’Boyle noted the reply

032/08
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
On the proposal of Cllr. Martin Bellew and seconded by Cllr. Noel Lennon the members agreed to suspend standing orders to 10.15pm.

033/08
 Notice of Motion – Councillor Ian Dooley
(a)
" Can the officials provide an up to date list of estates the Council have taken in charge"
Answer: See Attached list of Estates taken in charge.

Cllr. Dooley noted the reply.

(b)
“This Council calls on the Government to grant aid to schools that have to pay water charges and that a waiver system be introduced by Government to remove any outstanding arrears in Dundalk schools”
It was proposed by Cllr. Ian Dooley and seconded by Cllr. Eamon O’Boyle to write to the Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government requesting that a waiver system be introduced by Government to remove any outstanding arrears in Dundalk Schools.
034/08
Notice of Motion & Question – Councillor Seamus Byrne

(a) ''That the traffic bollards be reinstated on the island at the Co. Hospital traffic lights to eliminate a serious safety hazard''.

Answer:
Bollards will be reinstated this year.

Cllr. Seamus Byrne noted that the work had been completed.
 

(b) ''That consideration be given to the installation of yellow box markings at the entrance to the Co. Hospital to facilitate access and egress for vehicular traffic''

Answer:
The roads engineers will review this junction.

Cllr. Seamus Byrne noted the reply
 

035/08
RESOLUTIONS


______________

It was proposed by Cllr. Jim Ryan and seconded by Cllr. Ian Dooley to write to Monaghan County Council confirming Dundalk Town Council’s support of their resolution.
______________________________________________________________

036/08
CONFERENCES


______________


This item was noted.

______________________________________________________________

The Meeting ended at 10.15pm

______________________________________________________________
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on _______________ day of ________________________2008
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH

                                                                                            ________________________
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