DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE  MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUNDALK TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 22 April 2008 AT 7.30PM.
PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor Jim D’Arcy presided.
Councillor J. Ryan Councillor M. Bellew, Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor H. Todd, Councillor I. Dooley, Councillor E. O’Boyle, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor N. Lennon, Councillor S. Keelan.
APOLOGIES
Councillor S. Byrne
Mr Conn Murray, County Manager

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Mr John Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer 
Mr Denis McArdle, Senior Staff Officer
Ms Angela Dullaghan, Executive Planner

Mr Paddy Donnelly, Louth County Council

Also present Garda Superintendent Jim Sheridan

The Meeting Commenced with Prayers

121/08
MUSIC AWARDS

The Dundalk Town Council Music Awards were adjudicated by Andrew Synott, conductor/ composer/arranger and pianist and ratified by the elected members of Dundalk Town Council:

Young Music Awards

1st prize:

Cillian Donlon (Concertina), 43 Greenwood, Drive Red Barns Road, Dundalk
2nd prize

Eoghan Murphy (Traditional fiddle/violin), 33 Farndreg Estate, Dundalk
3rd prize

Barbara Dwyer (Tin Whistle), 1 Mounthamilton Close, Carrick Road, Dundalk

Discretionary award

Jim Pat Dwyer (Button Accordian), 1 Mounthamilton Close, Carrick Road, Dundalk

Macardle Award

Dearbhla Collins (Piano) 9 Hibury, Rathmullen Road, Drogheda, Co. Louth

Daniel O’Connell Award

Eithne Nic an Riogh (Piano/cello) Fieldstown, Monasterboice, Co. Louth

The Schools Musical Instrument Purchase Scheme Award was awarded to:

St. Malachy’s Girls School, Anne St, Dundalk.
The Drama League of Ireland scholarship was awarded to:

Aleksandra Rosiak, 75 Marian Park, Dundalk.
Dundalk Town Council Arts Act Grants (1st round 2008)

A total of €6,500 was awarded to 22 candidates as follows

Encore Productions



The Spiral Staircase
C/o Sandy Sneddon




Aleksandra Rosiak
Rehab Care Carroll House



75 Marian Park,
Carroll Village




Dundalk
Dundalk





€300
€300

Geraldine’s School of Speech & Drama 
Colm Mullen
Ballybarrack, 




Film Maker

Ardee Rd.





9 Union Street, 

Dundalk. 





Dundalk
€300






€250

Sinead McNally 




Derek Mulholland
Singer/ Songwriter 




18 WillowDale

5 Beacons Court




Bay Estate

Coes Rd 





Dundalk   

Dundalk





€300
€300

Peter Johnson 




Dundalk Art Group
23 Mountain Court




Maureen Myers
Point Rd





95 Lower Point Rd
Dundalk   





Dundalk
€300






€300

Artisans 





Dundalk Photographic Society
Colleen Hardy 




Denis Whelan 

5 The Rise 





Feede
Mount Avenue, 




Mountpleasant

Dundalk 





Dundalk 

€300






€400

Fiona Thornton 





Paul Woods
Jewellery 






Artist

Bridge Street Studios 




20 Castle Road, 

97 Bridge St Dundalk  




Dundalk  
€250







€250

Michele Haechler 





Liz Coe
Artist 







Artist

23 The Laurels 





31 Cluan Enda

Dundalk 






Dundalk
€250







€250

Claire Caldwell





Deirdre Quinn
Dancer 






Manager

Funky Feet 
Rehab Care Sheltered
21 Lennonstown Manor 
Workshop
Coes Rd 






Dundalk  

Dundalk 






€300

€200

Sibling Group Drama 




Melissa Hayes
Louth Disability Services 




Youth Officer

Marcella McBride 





24 St. Ronans Tce
Mounthamilton House 




Castletown Rd
Railway Terrace 





Dundalk
Dundalk 






€300

€300

Comhaltas 






Canice O’ Mahony
Fleadh Cheoil Co. Lú 2008 



BEFIEI

Patricia Hayes 





59 Ard Easmuinn

24 St. Ronans Terrace 




Dundalk
Dundalk 






€300

€350

North Louth Artists




Setanta Choir
Irene Woods 






JP Clinton

Castletown Hse. 





“Sibhruoin”
Castletowncooley 





Dongaghmore

Riverstown 






Dundalk

Dundalk






€400

€300
122/08
VOTE OF SYMPATHY




It was proposed by Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Jim D’arcy, and agreed by the members that a Vote of Sympathy be extended to Cllr S Keelan, on the Death of his brother Donal.  

On the proposal of Cllr J D’arcy and seconded by Cllr N Lennon and agreed by the members that a Vote of Sympathy be extended to Mrs Joan Smith on the death of her father John Moriarty.
_____________________________________________________________________

123/08
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

On the proposition of Councillor E O’Boyle and seconded by 
Councillor N Lennon, the following minutes were adopted.
Monthly Meeting of 25 March 2008

Planning Monthly Meeting of 12 February 2008
Planning Monthly Meeting of 8 April 2008  





_____________________________________________________________________

Presentation by Garda Superintendent Jim Sheridan
Superintendent Jim Sheridan gave the members a verbal report on crime statistics for the year end 2007 for the Dundalk Division.  Comparative figures were given for 2006.
Superintendent Sheridan paid tribute to the unrecognised work that is undertaken by voluntary agencies in an effort to reduce youth crime rates.

He advised that robberies and thefts account for approximately 85% of all crime committed in this area, and overall there has been a slight reduction in the crime figures for 2007.  Following the presentation the members sought further info and clarification on issues such as ease of access, for youths, to the Railway line at Castletown Road, sufficiency of Garda Numbers in the district and Criminal damage to property.

Superintendent Sheridan also responded to questions on public order offences on the increase, underage drinking, illegal drugs use and drug houses, Garda equipment levels, neighbourhood watch, increase in knife attacks, digital or analogue CCTV, easy availability of alcohol due to high number of retail outlets, Garda Participation in Community fora, Anti-social behaviour, confidentially in reporting Anti Social Behaviour incidents, Blanchardstown pilot drug awareness scheme, illegal parking and burnt out vehicles, involvement of Criminal Assets Bureau in this area, number of new Garda reserves in district, Garda powers in dealing with shops selling mood altering products.
Superintendent Sheridan responded to the members queries and observations. 

The Chairman thanked Superintendent Sheridan for his comprehensive answers and expressed the Council’s appreciation for the work of the Gardai in the district.

124/08
MATTERS ARISING


Cllr Martin Bellew referred to Minute No 102/08 regarding the boardwalk on the Castletown River.  On Cllr Bellews proposition and seconded by Cllr S Keelan the member’s agreed that the ‘make-shift’ timber panel be replaced by the original material used in the construction of the Boardwalk.  Cllr Bellew confirmed that it was Cllr J Ryan and not him that had raised the issue concerning the condition of the roadway at Castletown Cottages minute no 045/08 refers.

On the proposal of Cllr J Ryan and seconded by Cllr S Keelan the members agreed that footpath construction works at Castletown Cottages be included in the 2009 Budget.  The Town Engineer undertook to examine this matter.

On the proposition of Cllr E O’Boyle and seconded by Cllr J Ryan the members agreed that road repairs be carried out up to the bridge at the County boundary at this location.  Cllr H Todd referred to minute 102/08 and queried when the report on expenditure on repairs and maintenance in Coxes Demense would be available.  Catherine Duff gave a verbal report on housing maintenance expenditure and work completed and agreed to furnish a written report for the next monthly meeting 

Cllr S Keelan referred to minute no 104/08 regarding the number of tenancies in Dundalk registered with the PRTB.  Frank Pentony responded that information for 2008 was not yet available.  Cllr M Dearey advised that from information stored on the PRTB website a total of 750 properties were registered in Dundalk and 1700 in Drogheda in 2007.  F Pentony agreed to source the most up to date figures.  

It was confirmed to Cllr Keelan by C Duff that an oil separator has not been provided in the Red Barns Road drainage works (minute no 044/08 refers)  C Duff agreed to follow up on the dangerous situations regarding illegal exiting of the new housing development on the Doylesfort Road. (minute No. 102/08 refers)

Cllr I Dooley referred to the illegal parking situation at the Square (Minute no 02/08 refers) and F Pentony confirmed that he would look into this matter in advance of the next meeting.  It was confirmed to Cllr Meenan that the Environmental MPC was examining the issue of Bonfire aversion activities.
Mullaharlin Framework Plan (minute no 050/08 refers)

On the proposal of Cllr Mark Dearey and seconded by Cllr Ian Dooley the members approved the Mullaharlin Framework Plan and not the Housing Strategy as indicated in Minute 050/08.
Suspension of Standing Orders

On the proposal of Cllr I Dooley and seconded by Cllr H Todd the members agreed to a suspension of Standing Orders to enable a discussion on recent developments regarding the Louth County Hospital in Dundalk.

On the proposal of Cllr Ian Dooley and seconded by Cllr K Meenan the members agreed to the fixing of the tag line “Save our Hospital” on out-going Council post.


On the proposal of Cllr M Dearey and Seconded by Cllr E O’Boyle the members agreed to invite the HSE to attend a future meeting of Dundalk Town Council.
______________________________________________________________

125/08
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

Cllr S Keelan referred to the grass verges at Lois Dubh.  C Duff responded that it was being examined by the Housing Engineer at present


PRESENTATION BY MR PADDY DONNELLY, LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL, 

ON PEACE & RECONCILIATION PARTNERSHIP

Mr Paddy Donnelly, Louth County Council gave the members a presentation on the new Peace & Reconciliation Partnership.  There is an 18 member board and with a total budget of €110 million available it is expected that Louth will share in approx €800k to €1 million of this budget.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

On the proposal of Cllr M Bellew and seconded by Cllr E O’Boyle the members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to enable completion of the agenda.

126/08
PROGRESS REPORT FOR APRIL
The report was noted.

127/08
REGENERATION PROJECT
The members agreed to defer this item to the may Monthly Meeting due to the absence of Stephen Cull.

______________________________________________________________

128/08
MANAGER’S REPORT – PROPOSED VARIATION OF DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN – REVISION OF HP7 – INFILL & BACKLAND DEVELOPMENT.
Cllr’s M Bellew & M Dearey sought further information from Ms Angela Dullaghan on this issue.  Ms Dullaghan explained that a balance was required on Departmental requirements and the members wishes.  It is considered that this variation provides for more stringnet planning consideration.

On the proposal of Cllr M Bellew and seconded by Cllr M Dearey the members approved the County Managers report which recommended a revised proposal subject to the recommencement of the Variation Process.
______________________________________________________________

129/08
Application from Cluid Housing Association for a Capital Loan & Subsidary Scheme Resolution Under Section 6 of the Housing Act 1992
On the proposal of Cllr Kevin Meenan and seconded by Cllr Ian Dooley it was agreed by the members to submit the scheme to the Department heritage and Local Government for approval and to raise the loan of €6,061,592.74 with the HFA to fund the scheme.
___________________________________________________
130/08
REVIEW OF DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Mr F Pentony advised the members that the issues paper will be made available next week and published thereafter.

___________________________________________________
131/08
GATEWAY UPDATE REPORT
Mr F Pentony advised that there would be a two week delay on notification of funding decision.  He further advised that a steering committee has been established and monthly meetings with developers were ongoing.  Officials had met with SUSTRANS (N.Ire) Dublin Quality Bus Network Branch in relation to the cycle network.  The Draft Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme will be presented in the coming weeks.  Planning permission for two developments in the South West Sector have been granted.  Mr F Pentony to present a written report to the members at the May Meeting.
_

132/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR KEVIN MEENAN
“As an associate member of Nuclear Free Local Authorities Organisation (NFLAO), 
this council reiterates our opposition to the Nuclear Industry and also to the goals 
of the Euratom Treaty which promotes the industry and offers special funding as 
well as facilitates the supply of nuclear fuels.”

The members agreed to defer same to next Planning Meeting.
133/08
NOTICE OF MOTION – IAN DOOLEY
“Because of the problem of excessive speeding on the approach roads of Legion Avenue/Culhane Street/McSweeney Street we propose that the council engineers draw up a report with a view to installing traffic calming measures in the area and that this report be available for the May Monthly Meeting of the Council”



Report will be made available when data is compiled, but said it may be the June Meeting.
Mr Pentony reminded members of the Red Barns Road opening on Monday, 28th April, Wreath Laying Ceremony on Tuesday and a deputation from IFA at 8.15pm prior to the meeting in committee on Tuesday 29th April regarding the Market Square Rejuvenation Project.
134/08
RESOLUTIONS

Noted
______________________________________________________________

135/08
CONFERENCES

This item was noted.

______________________________________________________________

136/08
CORRESPONDENCE 

This item was noted.

The Meeting ended with prayers at 10.20pm

______________________________________________________________
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on _______________ day of ________________________2008
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH

                                                                                            ________________________
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