DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUNDALK TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2007 AT 7PM.

PRESENT

Vice Chairperson, Ian Dooley presided
ALSO PRESENT

Councillor Martin Bellew, Councillor Seamus Byrne, Councillor Mark Dearey,  Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Geraldine Murphy.
APOLOGIES

Councillor Jim D’Arcy
Councillor Mary Grehan
Councillor Jim Ryan

Councillo Eamonn O’Boyle 

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Mr Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, Housing & Planning

Ms Elaine Daly, Staff Officer

Ms. Lorraine Quigley, Assistant Staff Officer.

The Meeting Commenced with Prayers at 7pm

   ______________________________________________________________

551/07
VOTE OF SYMPATHY

On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the members agreed to extend a Vote of Sympathy to Dundalk Town Council staff member Gerard Hearty and his family on the death of his daughter Anne and baby Conor.



On the proposal of Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the members agreed to extend a Vote of Sympathy to the family of John Fee, a former member of Newry & Mourne District Council on his recent death.
552/07
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT




      
       

Councillor Kevin Meenan advised the members that he had received several complaints about rent increases in a voluntary housing estate and enquired about the rent structure.  Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer advised the members that all voluntary housing agencies operate a differential rent scheme, similar to that used by the Council and are income based.  Each group adopts its own scheme within an overall framework similar to that used by the local authority.  Jim Byrne advised Councillor Meenan that, although the local authority have no direct control over a scheme run by a voluntary agency, he can speak to a group if there is a particular problem.  Councillor Meenan agreed to discuss it with him later.

Councillor Seamus Byrne asked when the 67 social houses at Lisdoo 
would be allocated.  Jim Byrne advised that although no particular date 
had been agreed it was hoped to have tenants into their houses as 
soon as possible.  Councillor Byrne expressed concern at houses lying 
idle over the Christmas period.


Councillor Seamus Byrne also enquired about the take up on the 
affordable housing in this development, if there was difficulty in 
selecting people and if a final sale price had been agreed.  Jim Byrne 
advised that final costings were being determined at the moment and 
that until a final price was agreed it would be difficult to determine  who 
would  qualify for a house.

Dave Storey advised the members that the Council were looking at 
ways to match people’s income with house prices and give them a 
guide as to what they can afford.  He reminded the members of the 
35% of net income restriction.  This approach was welcomed by 
several members.  In conclusion, Jim Byrne advised the members of 
the various mortgage lenders available to those buying an affordable 
home and outlined details and the terms of mortgage and loan limit 
available from the Council.
Councillor Seamus Keelan enquired about social housing at Coulter Place, Armagh Road and was advised that any houses coming to the Council in that development would be sold as Affordable Housing.  Councillor Keelan enquired about a land swap with Michael White Developers at Armagh Road and was advised that land was purchased by Dundalk Town Council for a future housing project together with 12 affordable houses. He was also informed that three houses in the Lennon Melia Court development would be made available to the local authority under Part V.

553/07
REGENERATION REPORT - UPDATE



The members noted the report and expressed serious reservations in 
relation to the apparent stalemate in progress on the regeneration 
scheme. Members expressed concern about the extensive 
consultation which was required to get the tenants on board and which 
now appears to have been a waste of time and undermined the 
confidence and goodwill established.

The Town Clerk advised the members that new guidelines were issued by the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government in February 2007 which appeared to move the goalposts.  He advised the members that he had argued forcibly with department officials echoing the sentiments of the members.
The Town Clerk advised that he had received a response from the Minister in relation to the Councils request for him to meet a 
delegation in relation to the matter.  Councillor Martin Bellew requested that the Council write again requesting a urgent meeting to discuss the scheme.
554/07
PROGRESS REPORT – OCTOBER 2007





       

This item was noted by the members.
555/07
SECTION 6 RESOLUTION – APPLICATION FOR NORTH & 


EAST HOUSING ASSOCIATION FOR CAPITAL LOAN & 



SUBSIDY SCHEME RESOLUTION UNDER SECTION 6 OF THE 


HOUSING ACT 1992)     
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the members approved the application from North & East Housing Association for funding under the Capital Loan & Subsidy Scheme for the provision of 16 no. units of accommodation at Saltown.
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the members agreed to raise a loan of €3,152,950.00 from the Housing Finance Agency to fund this scheme.
556/07
DUNDALK TIDY TOWNS COMMITTEE DRAFT 5 YEAR PLAN


This item was held in committee.
557/07
PART VIII – MOUNT AVENUE LINK ROAD IMPROVEMENT 
SCHEME   
     
The members agreed to defer this item to the next Council Meeting.  

558/07
DEPUTATION FROM REDEEMER CRECHE & PLAYGROUP

The Chairman welcomed Patricia Hayes and Margaret Thornton from 
the Redeemer Creche & Playgroup and Anite Roddy, Public Health 
Nurse for the Redeemer area to the meeting.  Patricia Hayes gave the 
background to the setting up of the crèche by local woman in 1992, and 
advised the members that they have been located in the Redeemer 
School since then.  They have been awarded funding of €1,000,000 to 
build a purpose built crèche but are at a serious risk of losing the 
funding by March 2008 if they cannot locate a suitable site to build on.  
Patricia Hayes informed the members that the school and the Diocese 
have been unable to provide suitable land because of the ongoing 
need for the school to develop with the increasing population in the 
area.  Anita Roddy spoke of the HSE’s support for the crèche and the 
need for suitable childcare facilities, particularly in an area of 
disadvantage.


The members asked several questions in relation to the funding 
available, the cost of the project and other suitable sites.  The Town 
Clerk invited the delegation to meet with him later in the week to 
discuss a possible location which could meet the needs of the crèche.  
The Chairman thanked the delegation for their presentation and they 
left the meeting.
559/07
BIDS PROPOSAL

The members welcomed the BID proposal but again expressed 
concern about possible duplication of remit with other agencies.  
Councillor Seamus Byrne referred to the Indecon Report  “Dundalk – 
well connected for Investment” and also enquired if the County 
Development Board had been consulted as they have a statutory role 
in relation to economic development in the area.


On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by 
Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the members requested a report from 
officials in relation to the scheme and how it fits into the overall 
economic development of the area before they make a decision.
560/07
GATEWAY INNOVATION FUND 

Dave Storey advised the members of the four key projects, three of 
which seek funding, directly related to the Gateway bid which was 
launched the previous day.

1. Residential development to the South West – the “South-West Eco-Neighbourhood” – to provide for the expanded population;

2. A commercial, leisure and services development to the north of the town – the “North-West Commercial, Leisure and Services Infrastructure Project” – to provide jobs and services for the new population and which will have  positive cross border impacts;

3. The development of an extensive Cycle Ways network throughout the Dundalk area; and

4. The Central Section of the Western Infrastructure Road (for which no funding is sought)

The members welcomed the document and Councillor Ian Dooley 
extended his congratulations to Dave Storey and the staff of Dundalk 
Town Council who were involved in compiling the bid document, 
commenting on the positive feedback present at the launch.  

561/07
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

As the time was 10pm, on the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew 
and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon, the members agreed to 
suspend standing orders for 30 minutes to complete the agenda.

562/07
SECTION 183 – POINT ROAD (MCCAUGHEY 



DEVELOPMENTS LTD)       
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan the members agreed the disposal of 0.83 acres of land at Point Road, Dundalk to McCaughey (Developments) Ltd, Carrick Road, Dundalk for the sum of ,€155,000
5630/07
TOBERONA DEVELOPMENT BRIEF

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by  Councillor Seamus Byrne the members agreed in principle to submitting the brief to the NDFA subject to a revised map and the inclusion of three playing pitches.
564/07
PROTOCOL FOR ATTENDANCE OF CHAIRMAN OF 


DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL AT OFFICIAL FUNCTIONS



This item was deferred to the next Council Meeting.
565/07
AMAI SUBMISSION ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM



       

This item was deferred to the next Council Meeting.

 
566/07
RESOLUTIONS


__________________


This item were noted by the members.


______________________________________________________________

567/07
CONFERENCES

________________________


This item were noted by the members

______________________________________________________________

568/07
CORRESPONDANCE


______________________________________


This item was noted by the members
As it was 10.30 the members agreed to defer all outstanding issues to the next meeting. The meeting ended with prayers.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on _______________ day of ________________________2007
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH

                                                                                            ________________________
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