DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY  25th  SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 7.00pm. 
PRESENT
Councillor J. D’arcy, Chairman, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor. E. O’Boyle, Councillor J. Ryan, Councillor. M. Grehan. Councillor  S. Keelan, Councillor  M. Bellew, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor S. Byrne, Councillor N Lennon, 
Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor G. Murphy.
APOLOGIES

Councillor  I Dooley
LOUTH COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Councillor Declan Breathnach
Councillor Jim Loughran
IN ATTENDANCE

Ms  Conn Murray, County Manager

Mr  Frank Pentony, Town Clerk.

Ms C. Duff, Town Engineer.

Mr  D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer
Mr  J. Byrne, Administrative Officer, Housing & Planning
Mr  J. Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms  Elaine Daly, Staff Officer

Mr Gerry Duffy, Acting Director of Services, Louth County Council
The Meeting commenced at 7.00pm with prayers.
474/07

PRESENTATION – MULLAHARLIN FRAMEWORK PLAN
The meeting commenced at 7pm with a presentation from Paul McTiernan, Buchanan & Associates in relation to the Mullaharlin Framework Plan.  Mr McTiernan outlined the general policies, character areas, co-ordinated transport policy, landmark building locations of the framework plan.  A copy of the presentation was given to the members.  
Following the presentation the members sought clarification and further information in relation to the plan including



Cllr Seamus Keelan – Iarnrod Eireann participation.



Cllr Mark Dearey – The plan’s impact on the South West Local Area Plan.

Cllr Seamus Byrne – Proliferation of windmills, type of junction at PJ Carrolls, artwork  and plans for  upgrading of local roads.

Cllr Declan Breathnach – Future expansion of plan area to west of motorway, signage,    embracing visitors, impact on rural County Louth.
Cllr Mary Grehan – Information concerning the plan in the public domain prior to formal  presentation to the members.


Cllr Jim D’Arcy – why variation to existing plans.

Mr Gerry Duffy and Mr Paul McTiernan answered the members questions and observations.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the members agreed to proceed to the next stage of the process to vary the development plan to incorporate the Mullaharlin Framerwork Plan.

475/07

WELCOME MR CONN MURRAY, COUNTY MANAGER

The members welcomes the new County Manager and wished him well in his 

new position.  Mr Murray thanked the members and said he looked forward 

to working with them in the future.
476/07

 CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor 
Mark Dearey the minutes of the following meetings were adopted.




Housing MPC – 13th February 2007



Planning MPC – 12th June 2007




Joint Planning and Monthly Meeting – 28th August 2007




Planning Meeting – 11th September 2007

477/07
   MATTER ARISING FROM MINUTES

Councillor Jim Ryan, referring to minute no. 450/07 of the monthly meeting regarding easy opening of the gates at Aisling Park and the long term maintenance plan for the area known as pigeon hill clump.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, responded that the gates issue would be examined and that a plan will be put in place in conjunction with the housing office in relation to the Pigeon Hill Clump.  Councillor Ryan also referred to the derelict o.p.d.’s at Aisling Park.  Catherine Duff confirmed that the gas was disconnected and the o.p.d.’s were to be demolished shortly.
Councillor Seamus Keelan, referred to minutes no. 450/07 of the monthly meeting regarding the music centre.  Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, responded that he had written to the developer.  Councillor Jim D’arcy advised also of his attempts to further the issue.

Councillor Martin Bellew referred to minute 266/07 of the Planning & Development MPC and queried where the report on proposed changes to 
Policy HP7 regarding infill housing was.  Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, replied that this will be followed up.
Councillor Martin Bellew sought clarification on the timing of the members notification regarding project selection for the Gateway  Innovation Fund bid.   Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer advised that the members were notified at the July 2007 monthly meeting.  Councillor Bellew stated that he welcomed the three proposals.

Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle referred to minute 463/07 of the monthly meeting regarding the painting of road bollard mountings to increase visibility.  Catherine Duff responded that national standards apply in the installation of road  bollards.
Councillor Mary Grehan wished to have recorded her objection to the minutes of 28th of August 2007 not recording her objection to the minutes of the July monthly meeting in relation to her comments concerning an  application for planning permission submitted to Louth County Council for a hospital.

Councillor Seamus Byrne referred to minute no.  456/07 of the monthly meeting regarding the availability of the map detailing ownership and boundaries and the Town Clerk informed that the map would be available the following week.
478/07

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT




The report was noted by the members.




479/07

REGENERATION REPORT – UPDATE
This report was noted by the members.   Members sought clarification and further information regarding the regeneration project as follows.
Cllr K Meenan – the regeneration project and how it links to the Gateway funding bid.
Cllr J Ryan – current status of project.

Cllr M Bellew –present status of the availability of the Tenant Purchase 
Scheme in the regeneration areas.

Cllr E O’Boyle – concerned with lack of progress.

Cllr M Dearey – need for a Regeneration Agency.

Cllr S Keelan – County Manager’s view on PPP element to the scheme.

The County Manager responded that there has been a policy shift within the Department and that the Council will need to learn from other regeneration projects that have been progressed, particularly in the Dublin region.  On the proposal of Cllr Kevin Meenan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed by the members for that the Council write to the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government seeking a deputation from the Council.
480/07
PRESENTATION BY VAN DIJK ARCHITECTS


PROPOSED BRIDGE OVER THE RAMPARTS RIVER (In Committee)


Van Dijk Architects gave a presentation on the proposed development off the Ramparts Road.

Following the presentation the members sought clarification on a number of issues including site lines, kerbing, access.


The County Manager advised the members that this was an issue in relation to the proposed bridge development and not a permission issue.  The members, on a show of hands of ten in favour and one against, agreed in principle to the granting of its consent to build a bridge over the Ramparts River to facilitate the development.
481/07

PROGRESS REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER
The report was noted by the members.

482/07

TIDY TOWNS REPORT
The report was noted.  The members congratulated Dundalk Town Council staff, residents associations and others on another fine achievement in the National Tidy Towns competition.
483/07

DRAFT LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the plan was approved.

484/07

POLICY ON USE OF VENDING MACHINES
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Noel 
Lennon, the plan was approved.
485/07

GATEWAY INNOVATION FUND
The report was noted by the members.  Mr Dave Storey advised the 
members that a draft document would be available in mid October.  
The members sought clarification on a number of points, as follows.
Cllr M. Grehan – copy of Mr Dave Storey’s presentation of July 2007 for the 
members.

Cllr S. Byrne – clarification on the route of the proposed road and provision of 
broadband services.
Cllr M Bellew – clarification on exact location of tie in to southern link road.
Cllr M Dearey – light rail incorporation, private sector input, second stage 
funding.

Mr Dave Storey answered the members queries.

486/07

EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY AT MARIAN PARK, DUNDALK



__________________________________________________________________
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor 
Geraldine Murphy the members agreed to extinguish the public right of way 
to the rear of Marian Park, Dundalk.

487/07
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS

On the proposal of Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Councillor Eamonn 
O’Boyle the members agreed to suspend standing orders to 10.15pm.

488/07

NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARTIN BELLEW
“That this Council provide money in the 2008 estimates to continue the ongoing resurfacing of the roads and footpaths in the Greenacres Estate.”

Answer:   Over the past number of years the internal road network within Green Acres has been resurfaced. This year more resurfacing works were carried out to two areas of Villa Park and 337 linear metres or 680 m2 of footpaths have been constructed in Green Acres. The remaining sections of road and footpath can be considered during the 2008 budget deliberations.
Councillor Bellew accepted the response.
The members agreed to take Councillor Martin Bellew’s Notice of Motion in conjunction with the Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle’s on the same subject

489/07

NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARTIN BELLEW
“That this Council be informed of the up to date position in relation to the provision of a playing pitch for Naomh na Moninne as agreed previously by this Council”.

Answer:  The provision of a GAA pitch at Toberona is part of the Design Brief which is now complete.  This will be presented to the Council at the October meeting  and will be submitted to the DoEHLG for approval.




NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE
“That this Council dedicates one of the pitches it is providing at the new public park (Pairc Tober Eoin) at Toberona Dundalk to Naoimh Moninne Hurling Club for it’s exclusive use through a 99 year lease, in recognition of almost 50 years of community activism by Naoimh Moninne Hurling Club and of the fact that his Club has no realistic possibility of ever being capable into the future of providing the necessary grounds for itself through it’s own resources”.

Answer:  The disposal of land (including disposal by lease) is governed by Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 which sets out a clear procedure to be followed including the giving of notice of any disposal to the Council 10 days in advance.

At the meeting Councillor Martin Bellew queried why in the reply that no mention was made to Naomh Moninne receiving a pitch as previously agreed by the members.

A general discussion followed with contribution from Councillors Bellew, Grehan, Deary, Lennon, Keelan, O’Boyle and Ryan.  The members reiterated their position that Naomh Moninne should be allocated one of the pitches in the Toberona development.

The Town Clerk, Frank Pentony, responded that it would be contrary to the agreed Louth Local Authorities Recreation Policy to allocate a pitch for a clubs sole use.

490/07

JOINT NOTICE OF MOTION 

– COUNCILLOR MARTIN BELLEW & COUNCILLOR JIM RYAN
“That this Council consider the establishment of a regular maintenance programme for the old Castletown Cemetery”.
Answer: There is no provision in the current Budget for a regular maintenance programme for the old Castletown Cemetery, but this may be considered during the 2008 Budget process.

The proposers explained that this was a sensitive issue and that guidelines have recently issued in relation to cemetery upkeep.  The Town Engineer responded that funding will be provided in next years budget to carry out some work.

It was agreed that the remaining Notice of Motion and Notice of Question be held over until the next monthly meeting.

491/07

RESOLUTIONS



This item was noted by the members
492/07

CONFERENCES



This item was noted by the members
493/07

TRAINING



This item was noted by the members
494/07

CORRESPONDANCE



This item was noted by the members
The Meeting ended with prayers at 10.15pm
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

held on _______________ day of

________________________2007
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH

                                                                                            ________________________
                                                                                                CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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