DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE  MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUNDALK TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 24th JULY 2007 AT 7.30PM.
PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor Jim D’Arcy presided.
ALSO PRESENT

Councillor Martin Bellew, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Mary Grehan, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon,  Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Jim Ryan.

APOLOGIES

Councillor Seamus Byrne,
IN ATTENDANCE

Ms Joan Martin, County Manager

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer 
Mr Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Mr Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer,
Mr John Lawrence, Administrative Officer
Ms. Joan Smith, Administrative Officer

Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer

Ms. Lorraine Quigley, Assistant Staff Officer
Mr Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner, Louth County Council

Mr Brian Lynch, Accountant, Louth County Council

Mr Keith Simpson, Keith Simpson & Associates

Mr Manual D. Garrido – Keith Simpson & Associates
The Meeting Commenced with Prayers

368/07
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the following minutes were adopted.
Environment, Parks & Recreation & Amenity MPC dated 29th May 2007

Annual General Meeting dated 26th June 2007





Monthly Meeting dated 26th June 2007





Planning Meeting dated 10th July 2007





369/07

VOTE OF SYMPATHY


__________________

Proposed by Councillor Ian Dooley and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey, it was agreed that a Vote of Sympathy be extended to the family of the late Brian Rogers, Council employee, on their recent bereavement.

Proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley, it was agreed that a Vote of Sympathy be extended to the family of the late George McEneaney, a former Council employee on their recent bereavement.
_____________________________________________________________________

370/07
MATTERS ARISING


_________________

Councillor Jim Ryan referred to minute no. 327/07 regarding bonfires and requested that the Environment MPC deliberations be brought to full Council for consideration in a timely manner.
Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to minute no. 349/07 regarding the opening of the Riverside Walk.  Mr John Lawrence confirmed that ducting for public lighting has been installed.  Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, advised that a completion date for the works was awaited.

Councillor Martin Bellew referred to minute no. 249/07 regarding the Muirhevnamor District Park, requesting that fencing issues and the closing of the vehicular access gate at night be addressed.  The Town Clerk replied that these items were under consideration at present.
_______________________________________________________________

371/07
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS




_________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Mary Grehan and seconded by Councillor Martin Bellew it was agreed by the members to suspend standing orders to discuss a planning issue raised by Councillor Mary Grehan.  Councillor Grehan sought clarification and information regarding an application for planning permission for a developmentl that transcends Louth County Council functional area and Dundalk Town Council functional area.

Mr Frank Pentony replied that there was no application lodged with Dundalk Town Council in relation to the development and that any such development within the functional area of Dundalk Town Council would require planning permission from this Council.  Ms Joan Martin, County Manager, confirmed that the application was lodged with Louth County Council.

______________________________________________________________

372/07
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

The report was noted by the members.  Mr Jim Byrne clarified that the Lios Dubh housing development would not be allocated to tenants until near completion which was not expected until early 2008.
373/07
SECTION 6 RESOLUTION – APPLICATION FROM CLUID HOUSING ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROVISION OF 37 NO. HOUSES AND ASSOCIATED SITE WORKS AT LOIS NA DARA, CARRICK ROAD, DUNDALK


___________________________________________________

On the proposition of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the members agreed to submit the scheme to the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government  for approval and to raise a  loan of €          from the Housing Finance Agency.
______________________________________________________________

374/07
REGENERATION REPORT


______________________

The report was noted by the members.
Councillor Kevin Meenan queried whether a new plan was required.  Mr Jim Byrne confirmed that the existing Master Plan would be completed and following recent meetings with officials from the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government, an Urban Regeneration Agency will be established and the possibility of a public private partnership explored.

Councillor Meenan requested that ongoing housing maintenance requests for the areas continued to be carried out.  Councillor Jim Ryan enquired whether the Department were rowing back and Mr Jim Byrne confirmed that they were not.  Councillor Martin Bellew sought assurances that the OAP’s that may be moved under the Regeneration Scheme would have first call on returning to the redeveloped old persons dwellings in the immediate area.  Mr Jim Byrne confirmed that the Council will try to accommodate old age pensioners.
______________________________________________________________

375/07
RAISING OF A LOAN OF €6.2 M FROM HFA


On the proposal of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the members agreed to the raising of a loan from the Housing Finance Agency for the purchase of lands for housing at Point Road Dundalk.
______________________________________________________________

376/07
PROGRESS REPORT – JULY 2007

The report was noted by the members
______________________________________________________________

377/07
PRESENTATION – DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY & URBAN 

FRAMEWORK – PRESENTED BY KEITH SIMPSON.



___________________________________________________


Mr Manuel D. Garrido, Senior Designer with Keith Simpson & Associates delivered a presentation to the meeting regarding the development strategy and urban design framework for Dundalk.

Following the presentation Councillor Seamus Keelan sought further clarification on the status of the Castletown River within the project and to ensure that the area north of the town centre not be excluded from the strategy.

Councillor Martin Bellew sought clarification on the brief presented to the Consultants.

Mr Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner, Louth County Council advised the members that this strategy would link in with the recommendations of the Indecon report and focus primarily on the Town Centre (four quarters) as detailed in the presentation.  

Councillor Mary Grehan requested that a copy of the brief given to the Consultants be issued to the members.  Councillor Mark Dearey stated that the strategy was timely and that the town centre regeneration was overdue.

The Chairman thanked Keith Simpson and Manuel D. Garrido for their presentation on behalf of the members.

_______________________________________________________________

378/07
GATEWAY INNOVATION FUND 




PRESENTION BY DAVID STOREY



____________________________


Mr David Storey, Senior Executive Officer gave a presentation to the members on actions to date with regard to the Gateway Innovation Fund.  Mr Storey outlined the relevant criteria for funding selection and advised the members that following meeting with the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government, he had been advised that only four or five Gateway locations will be successful in obtaining funding from the €300 million fund.


Following the presentation the members sought clarification on a number of issues including engagement of consultants, selected projects, timeframes and private finance investment.


Mr Storey answered the member’s queries.  On the proposal of Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the members agreed to keep this item on the monthly agenda.

______________________________________________________________

379/07
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 




FOR YEAR ENDED 31/12/06



______________________________


Ms. Joan Smith presented the Annual Financial Statement to the members for approval.  


On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the Annual Financial Statement was approved as presented with an amendment to reflect that Councillor Jim Ryan is not a member of MERTO as stated.

380/07
RESOLUTION FOR OVER EXPENDITURE INCURRED IN YEAR ENDING 31ST DECEMBER 2006 (SECTION 104 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001).

___________________________________________________

On the proposition of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the members agreed the over expenditure incurred in the year ending 31st December 2006, as outlined by the Ms. Joan Smith.


______________________________________________________________

381/07
DRAFT LITTER MANAGEMENT PLAN



________________________________
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley, the members agreed to defer this item to the August Planning Meeting.

______________________________________________________________

382/07
NOTICE OF QUESTION – MARK DEAREY



___________________________________

1. What monies were collected in Development Levies in 2005 and 2006 

From  businesses on the  core Town Centre retail streets?
Answer:
The amount collected in development levies in 2005 & 2006 in the core town centre retail streets was €1,264,503, made up as follows: 

Public Piped Services  €  358,026.56
Roads            -               €   216,695.57

Amenity         -               €     94,743.87
Car Parking   -               €   595,057.03
The reply was noted.  The Town Clerk advised that a more detailed breakdown regarding expenditure of levies in the town centre will be forwarded to the members.
2.
When do the Council expect to be in a position to begin work on the 

     
 Young Peoples Music Centre?

Answer:  The Council are awaiting the completion of the lease by the landlord. On completion of same, the design of the layout of the proposed Music Centre can be advanced.  















The reply was noted.  On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey the members agreed to invite again the developer to attend a Council meeting.
3.
Can the members be updated on the Town Centre Retail Study which 

    
 was to have been carried out using the half percent rates levy that 

    
 was initially assigned for a Town Centre Manager?
Answer: Tom Phillips & Associates, the consultants appointed to complete the Retail Strategy review, are close to finalising a Working Draft.  The Retail Strategy will have to be adopted as a variation of the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan in due course.
383/07
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY


_____________________________________________

1.
That the Statutory Review of the 2003 to 2009 Dundalk Development 

Plan be started forthwith.
Answer: The Council is currently examining the resources necessary to carry out the Statutory Review with a view to an early commencement.
This motion was seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle and supported by all the members.

2.
That the Town Council make available on its website , the full list 

of protected trees and also all habitat areas enjoying any protected 

status designation.
Answer:   Map 2 a)-f) of the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan includes Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas and other natural areas of interest.   This is available on the web site under the development plan section.   At present, there is no full list of protected  trees available for the public as the development plan included for a blanket preservation only.  The Council has undertaken a detailed survey of the trees in the Urban area, but these have yet to be tagged and formally protected under the Planning and Development Acts 2000.
Following further clarification from the Town Engineer regarding tree preservation orders the motion was amended to provide for “upon completion of an updated study and formal protection by way of the Planning & Development Act 2000” that the detail be then provided on the local authority website. The amended motion was seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan and supported by the members.  On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Mary Grehan the members agreed to seek the recruitment of a student to undertake the updated study.  The Town Clerk replied that this will be explored.

384/07     NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR GERALDINE MURPHY

    ______________________________________________________
(1)
Are there any intentions to provide a play park at Ice House Hill as it is the only park in the town without this facility?
Answer: There are no current proposals to provide a playground in Ice House Hill Park, but should funding become available, the matter will be reconsidered.

 
 (2)    Could this council look into providing a temporary secure boundary on top of the wall, of the bungalows adjoined onto Aisling District Park?
Answer: This request was considered during the construction  period but rejected on stability and cost grounds
The replies were noted.
385/07
RESOLUTIONS


______________

This item was noted.
______________________________________________________________

386/07
CONFERENCES


______________


This item was noted.

  387/07

TRAINING


_________


This item was noted.
_______________________________________________________________

The Meeting ended at 10pm

______________________________________________________________
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on _______________ day of ________________________2007
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH

                                                                                            ________________________
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