DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, DUNDALK TOWN HALL, DUNDALK ON TUESDAY 23rd October 2007 AT 7PM.

PRESENT

Chairperson, Jim D’Arcy presided
ALSO PRESENT

Councillor Martin Bellew, Councillor Seamus Byrne, Councillor Mark Dearey,  Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Mary Grehan, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Jim Ryan.

APOLOGIES

Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, ,
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr Conn Murray, County Manager
Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Mr Pat Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer.

Mr Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, Housing & Planning

Ms. Lorraine Quigley, Assistant Staff Officer.

Mr Gerry Duffy, Louth County Council

The Meeting Commenced with Prayers at 7pm
______________________________________________________________

 

527/07
VOTE OF SYMPATHY 


On the proposal of Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by 


Councillor Seamus Keelan, the members agreed to extend a Vote 


of Sympathy to Former Town Councillor Frank Duffy and his wife 


Mary Duffy on the tragic death of their son.




VOTE OF SUPPORT


On the proposal of Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by 


Councillor Jim D’Arcy, the members agreed to extend a Vote of 


Support to the Manager of the Ireland Soccer Team, Stephen 


Staunton at a time of unprecedented media attack on him.



VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS


On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by 


Martin Bellew, the members agreed to extend a Vote of 



Congratulations to the Gaels G.F.C and Young Irelands G.F.C on 


their recent successes in club football.



On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by 


Councillor Seamus Keelan, the members agreed to extend a Vote 


of Congratulations to Drogheda Utd on their success in winning 


the FAI Premier League for the first time in their history.
528/07
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES

On the proposition of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Martin Bellew, the minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on the 25th September 2007 and the Planning Meeting held on the 9th October 2007 were agreed and adopted.

_____________________________________________________________________
529/07
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES


Referring to Minute No. 477/07, second last paragraph, Councillor Mary Grehan advised that the minute was incorrect and that she did not use the word “hospital”.  The Town Clerk agreed to correct the minute replacing the word “hospital” with “an office development with an entrance onto the Inner Relief Road which will require planning permission from Dundalk Town Council as it is located in their administrative area”.

Referring to Minute 489/07 of the Monthly Meeting in relation to a pitch for Naomh Moninne, Councillor Martin Bellew advised that he was disappointed with the answer, which mentioned a GAA pitch.  He made the proposal again, seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle  that “Dundalk Town Council provide a pitch  for  Naomh Moninne Hurling Club” 


Councillor Martin Bellew enquired if there was any further developments in relation to Mrs Marian Dunne of Long Avenue, who had requested that the Council build a wall round her house which is adjacent to the Red Barns Road/Long Avenue junction.  The Town Clerk replied that the Council have no plan to build a wall and pointed out that the refurbished road has moved further way from Mrs Dunnes house.  Councillor Bellew proposed that the Council provide the wall.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley.


Councillor Kevin Meenan enquired if the Council had received a reply from the Minister of the Environment, Heritage and Government in relation to its request for him to meet a delegation in relation to the regeneration scheme.  The Town Clerk replied that no answer had been received as yet, but agreed to write again if a reply has not been received in a couple of weeks.

Councillor Seamus Keelan enquired if the Town Clerk has received correspondence from the Redeemer Creche & Playgroup in relation to their need for a new site for the Creche.  The Town Clerk confirmed that he had received correspondence and Councillor Seamus Byrne proposed that a delegation from the Creche be invited to speak to the members.  This was seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan.

____________________________________________________________________
530/07
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

On the proposal of Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan. the members agreed to defer the Housing Progress Report to the next Council meeting.
____________________________________________________________________

531/07
SECTION 6 RESOLUTION – APPLICATION FROM NORTH & EAST HOUSING ASSOCIATION FOR CAPITAL LOAN & SUBSIDY SCHEME RESOLUTION UNDER SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING ACT 1992

__________________________________________________


On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by 

Councillor Mary  Grehan, the members agreed to defer 


this item to the Planning Meeting.
______________________________________________________________

532/07
REGENERATION REPORT - UPDATE

________________________________

The members agreed to defer discussion of same until the next Council meeting.
_____________________________________________________________________

533/07
PRESENTATION ON BIDS (BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT SCHEME)

____________________________________________

The Chairman welcomed Mr Brian O’Neill and Mr Bill Tosh from the Chambers of Commerce who made a presentation on the BIDS Scheme to the members.


Brian O’Neill gave a background to the scheme and Bill Tosh briefly outlined the possible proposals which the company hoped to progress.

· a data base of vacant. derelict and development sites.

· an events calendar 

· a uniformed approach to marketing the town/Town Centre Commercial Manager
· a record of retail crime

· the setting up of a management board to work proactively on policy statements.


Several members welcomed the presentation of the Scheme and some 
of the proposals.

Many of the members expressed concern about their lack of 


knowledge of the BIDS Scheme prior to the meeting and the need to 
make a decision before year end.  The Town Clerk advised the 
members that the scheme must operate within a rate year and agreed 
to circulate a summary of the relevant Act to the members for their 
information.  
The members also expressed concern about the lack of a 
solid
proposal ,  an additional rate being added to existing commercial , 
rates, possible duplication in the role of the BIDS Company and other 
agencies and the role of the local authority in the scheme.

The County Manager advised the members that he had come across 
the scheme before and it can work successfully.  He expressed 
concern about some of the proposals, and what added value the 
scheme will bring, adding that while the idea of promoting the town is a 
good idea, does it require a complicated process?  On a positive note 
he commented that this was a genuine opportunity to let the ratepayer 
take responsibility for raising the money.  He concluded that while he 
had concerns he was willing to tease them out.


The members agreed that the Council  request in writing a solid 
proposal in writing be presented to the members prior to the next Council 
meeting to enable the members to make an informed  decision.
_____________________________________________________________________

534/07
NOMINATION ON BIDS COMPANY (2 NO)

______________________________________________

The members agreed to defer this item until such time as a full BIDS
proposal has been submitted to the Council for consideration.

_____________________________________________________________________

535/07
DRAFT LOUTH HOUSING STRATEGY 2007

________________________________________________


Gerry Duffy, Acting Director of Service, Louth County Council gave the members a background to the Housing Strategy and the legal obligation to incorporate same in to the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan.

A full discussion ensued on the merits or not of the Affordable Housing Scheme, i.e. the slow uptake of the scheme, the affordability factor, the points system, the marketing of affordable houses, affordable housing versus social housing.

On the proposal of Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan the members adopted the Draft Louth Housing Strategy 2007.

_____________________________________________________________________

536/07
PART VIII – MOUNT AVENUE LINK ROAD IMPROVEMENT SCHEME

_________________________________________________


Tom Cannon from Tobins gave a presentation to the members on the route proposals for the Mount Avenue Link Road Improvement Scheme.


After a lengthy questions and answers session the members agreed to defer this item to the next Council meeting subject to 

- a full heritage report carried out in view of the historical importance of the area


- and the reissue of maps showing the names of existing house owners.
______________________________________________________________
537/07
POLICY HP7 – BACKLAND AND INFILL DEVELOPMENT


_______________________________________________


On the proposal of Councillor Mark Deary and seconded by Councillor Mary Grehan, the members adopted the Policy HP7 – Backland and Infill Development.
______________________________________________________________

538/07
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


As it was 10pm, on the proposal of Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded 
by Councillor Ian Dooley, the members agreed to suspend standing 
orders for 15 minutes to deal with some outstanding items.

______________________________________________________________

539/07
GATEWAY INNOVATION FUND


__________________________


Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer, advised the members that the consultation period in relation to the Gateway Bid is complete with support from all the stakeholders, adding that the final bid document would be brought back to the members within the next two weeks. He proposed a possible joint meeting with Louth County Council in relation to this.  Mentioning the private sector developers He informed the members that  all were supportive of the bid and three of the seven developers have already signed and agreed.  He was optimistic that the remaining four developers would also sign.

Finally Dave advised the members that the launch of Dundalk’s Bid for Gateway Funding will be held on Monday 12th November2007 in the Crowne Plaza at 2pm.  He informed the members that the application itself must be lodged with the Department of Environment Heritage & Local Government on Thursday 15th November 2007.

______________________________________________________________
540/07
TO FIX A DATE FOR THE 2008 BUDGET MEETING


___________________________________________


On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Mary Grehan, the members agreed to hold the Budget Meeting on Monday 3rd of December at 7pm.
______________________________________________________________

541/07
TO AGREE A DATE FOR A JOINT MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL AND LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER THE DRAFT MOUNT AVENUE MASTERPLAN AND THE DRAFT SUPPLEMENTARY DEVELOPMENT SCHEME.


___________________________________________________


The members agreed with this suggestion and the Town Clerk agreed to liaise with Louth County Council in this regard.
______________________________________________________________

542/07
SECTION 183 – POINT ROAD (McCAUGHEY DEVELOPMENT LTD)


______________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan the members agreed to defer this item to the next Council meeting, due to a discrepancy between the Section 183 Notice and the map.
______________________________________________________________

543/07
SECTION 183 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 - RAMPARTS ROAD (MARSHES SHOPPING CENTRE LTD)

___________________________________________


On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Jim Ryan the members agreed to dispose of approximately 0.14 acres of land at Marshes Lower, Ramparts Road, Dundalk to Marshes Shopping Centre Ltd, c/o BDO Simpson Xavier, Beaux Lane House, Mercer Street Lower, Dublin 2 for the nominal sum of €100.00.  The sale being to rectify an error in the original exchange of lands in 2002.
______________________________________________________________

544/04

RESOLUTIONS


__________________


This item were noted by the members.


______________________________________________________________

545/07
CONFERENCES

________________________


This item were noted by the members

______________________________________________________________

546/07

CORRESPONDANCE


______________________________________


This item was noted by the members

As it was 10.15pm the members agreed to defer this item to the next.  The Meeting ended with prayers.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on _______________ day of ________________________2007
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH

                                                                                            ________________________
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