DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 27th MARCH 2007

PRESENT
Councillor Noel Lennon, Chairperson.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor Eamonn O’ Boyle, Councillor Jim Ryan, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Martin Bellew, Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Seamus Byrne, Councillor Mary Grehan
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer

Mr. Pat Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer

Mr. Peter Gaffey, Anti Social Behaviour Officer

Ms. Joan Smith, Administrative Officer

The Meeting commenced with prayers.

141/07
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES




_________________________________
On the proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the following minutes were approved and adopted:

Planning MPC held on 24th October 2006
Monthly Meeting held on 27th February 2007

Planning Monthly Meeting held on 13th March 2007 
142/07
MATTERS ARISING


_______________________
Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to minute number 110/07 and sought further information regarding redundant buildings on the OPW site on the Newry Road.  The Town Clerk, Mr. Frank Pentony replied that the OPW have confirmed that a specialist contractor has been engaged to clear the site, fence it off and a planning application will be submitted in May 2007 for redevelopment of the site.  Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle referred also to minute number 110/07 and informed the members that he awaited financial information requested by him from the OPW regarding the site.  

Councillor Martin Bellew referred to the open space and repairs to internal walls in Meadow Grove OPD’s following replacement windows installation.
Councillor Kevin Meenan referred to minute number 87/07 regarding Gas Installations.  Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, responded that works are scheduled for completion following a mix up with Bord Gais.

Councillor Jim D’Arcy referred to minute number 101/07.  Mr. Pat Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer, responded that there was no funding available at this time to carry out the footpath works at Toberona (estimated cost €3,000.00).  However, if there are unused budgets at year end the matter will be considered.
143/07
presentation by MR. PETER GAFFEY, ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR OFFICER


__________________________________

mr. Peter Gaffey made a detailed presentation to the members on his role within the Louth Local Authority structure and work to date undertaken since his appointment to his new position.  Mr. Gaffey clarified the position with regard to Anti Social Behaviour Orders and that this was currently a matter for the Gardai.

Following the presentation members sought further clarification and made comment on the following items:

· Unsigned complaints 

· Refusal to co-operate

· Outcomes of investigations

· Drug dealing

· Regeneration programme

· Council proactivity

· Private estates

· Formal arrangements, if any, with Gardai

· Parental control

· Sale of alcohol from houses

Mr. Peter Gaffey, Anti Social Behaviour Officer and Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer responded to the members.
144/07
housing progress report 



_________________________________________

the report was noted.  A general housing discussion followed.
On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the members requested an update on the plans for the open space development at Toberona.  Councillor Meenan sought an update on the heating systems for houses in Doolargy under the SEI Scheme.  The County Manager, Ms. Martina Moloney, advised the members that she would report back on this.
145/07
progress report for March 


_____________________________________________________________

The report was noted.

The following queries were raised by the members:

Councillor Mark Dearey:
St. Helena Junction

Councillor Martin Bellew:
Long Term Car Park Signage

Councillor Seamus Keelan: Tender Openings

Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle: Newry Dundalk Farmers Market

All queries were answered by Mr. Pat Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer and Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk.
146/07
REGENERATION PROJECT



________________________________________

The report was noted.

The members agreed to take the joint Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Geraldine Murphy and Councillor Kevin Meenan regarding the seeking of additional funding towards refunded costs of owner occupied houses within the regeneration scheme.  The motion was passed with support from Councillors Byrne, Dearey, D’Arcy & Ryan.
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Kevin Meenan, the members agreed to the sending of a deputation from the members to meet with the Minister for the Environment, Heritage & Local Government on this issue.
147/07
CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAMME


____________________________________________________

The report was noted with contributions and queries raised by the members as follows:

Councillor Martin Bellew:
Seatown Windmill Refurbishment
Councillor Seamus Keelan:
Armagh road Pavement Improvements

Councillor Jim Ryan:
Music Centre & Castletown Park Landfill Site

Councillor Seamus Byrne:
Transportation Study & Taxi Ranks

Councillor Mark Dearey:
Sludge Drier and Market Square Refurbishment

On the proposal of Councillor Jim D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the programme was approved.  The Town Clerk, Mr. Frank Pentony responded to the members queries.
148/07
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUDITORS REPORT
                      __________________________________

The report was noted with contributions and queries from Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Seamus Byrne and Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle.

Ms. Joan Smith, Administrative Officer responded to the members queries.
149/07
LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS GRATUITY


____________________________

The regulations were noted.

150/07
RED BARNS ROAD UPDATE



__________________________

The report was noted with contributions and queries from Councillor Ian Dooley regarding the works programme and faulty traffic lights at the Red Barns Road and Riverside Drive Junction.  Mr. Pat Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer responded.
151/07
DEFERRED NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR GERALDINE MURPHY



_________________________________________________________________

“As it was proposed at previous meetings in 2004, I am wondering if Adshell and Bus Eireann were notified of the request for a Bus Shelter at Bellewsbridge Road?”

Reply:  A letter dated 22nd February 2007, has been sent to Bus Eireann requesting a bus shelter.

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, informed the members that no response had been received and that a reminder letter had issued.
152/07
DEFERRED NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR IAN DOOLEY



___________________________________________________________________

“This Council responds to the Governments position that Easter will once again be a National Celebration by promoting the flying of the national flag at Easter and also take-on decorating the town square in someway to reflect this National Celebration”

Reply:
The National Flag will be flown, however, there are no plans to decorate the square for Easter.
On the proposal of Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed by the members to purchase a second National Flag.

153/07
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR IAN DOOLEY



_____________________________________________

'' Any Presentations to the Council Members be confined to the Agenda of the Monthly Planning Meetings in order to ensure the completion of the Monthly Meeting Agendas” 

The members agreed that they would as far as is practicable limit presentations to one per Planning & Monthly Meetings.

154/07
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS BYRNE



_____________________________________________

'' Given that funding was approved in August 2005, that this Council proceed immediately with the installation of the appropriate fencing at the sunken gardens football ground at Ashling Park '' 
Reply:  Contract documents have been drawn up.  The advertisement for suitable contractors will appear in next weeks Argus (28th March 2007).
Councillor Seamus Byrne was satisfied with the reply.  Councillor Geraldine Murphy sought clarification on the extent of the fencing contract.

155/07
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS



____________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the members agreed to suspend the Standing Orders to enable completion of the Agenda.
156/07
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR IAN DOOLEY


________________________________________________

'' Can the Council contact the ESB to ensure that the public lighting on the stretch of road from the Big Bridge to the junction of the Newry Road/Armagh Road is restored to full working order?” 
REPLY:  The issue has been referred to the ESB. They were working on these lights on Thursday 15th March 2007 and repaired two of the lights.  The Council was informed by the ESB that there were six lights out at this area.  A further four lights are believed to be due to cable faults which are more difficult to repair and will involve some civil works.
The Notice of Question was supported by Councillor Seamus Keelan and the reply was noted.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey, the members agreed to write to the ESB seeking the attendance of a representative of the ESB at the monthly meeting.

157/07
CONFERENCES



_________________________

The conferences were noted.
The Meeting ended at 10.15pm with prayers.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

held on _______________ day of

____________________2006

                                                                                            _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH
                                                                                            ________________________
                                                                                                CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
PAGE  
5

