DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 27th FEBRUARY 2007

PRESENT
Councillor Noel Lennon, Chairperson.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor Eamonn O’ Boyle, Councillor Jim Ryan, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Martin Bellew, Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Seamus Byrne
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer

Mr. John Lamont, Senior Executive Engineer

Mr. Peter McVeigh, Senior Executive Engineer

The Meeting commenced with prayers.

84/07

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES




_________________________________
On the proposed by Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the following minutes were approved and adopted:

Environment MPC held on 26th September 2006 

Housing MPC held on 14th November 2006

Planning Monthly Meeting held on 9th January 2007 

Council Monthly Meeting held on 23rd January 2007 

Planning Monthly Meeting held on 13th February 2007 
85/07
MATTERS ARISING


_______________________
Councillor Ian Dooley referred to minute number 41/07 and enquired will Riverside Drive be connected to the Natural Gas System.  Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer confirmed that Riverside Drive will be connected.
Councillor Martin Bellew referred to minute number 46/07 and enquired when the Long Stay Car Park will be opened and signals erected.  The Town Clerk Mr. Frank Pentony confirmed that he will investigate this matter and will have a reply for him at the next Monthly Meeting.

Councillor Mark Dearey referred to minute number 18/07.  Councillor Dearey looked to obtain a copy of the proposed report on the condition of trees.  Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, stated he would follow up this report.

Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle referred to minute number 17/07 and wanted the wording changed to “On the proposition of Councillor E.O’ Boyle, seconded by Councillor M. Grehan, it was agreed to recommend to the County Manager that permission be refused in this case”.  This was seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey.
86/07
presentation by amperzanno – developers of williamsons mall, dundalk



__________________________________

Mr. Stephen Ward, Mr. Niall Monaghan, Mr. Colm Eaton, Mr. Tom Muckian, Mr. Paul Monaghan & Ms. Deborah Cunningham representing the developers, gave the members a detailed report and presentation on the proposed development at Williamsons Mall, Dundalk.

Following the presentation, the members sought clarification on a number of issues.  Mr. Stephen Ward responded.  The members recommended that extensive public consultation with local residents be undertaken by the developers.
87/07

housing progress report 



_________________________________________

the Housing Progress Report was noted. 

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors Mark Dearey (vacant houses), Kevin Meenan (Gas Installation), Martin Bellew (engagement of security company to monitor nearly ready relets, Jim Ryan (vacant houses vandalism), Ian Dooley (redecoration of relets following windows installation and disabled persons grants), Seamus Keelan (blocked sewers in old Lisdoo Houses on the Armagh Road Housing Development and access into Cooley Park), Jim D’Arcy (expected Lisdoo completion and Glenwood houses).
Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk & Mr. Peter McVeigh, Senior Executive Engineer, responded to the members queries.  Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer undertook to report back to the members on individual cases raised.  Mr. Peter Gaffey, Anti Social Behaviour Officer will make a presentation to the members at the next meeting.
88/07
progress report for february 


_____________________________________________________________

The Progress Report was noted.

The members sought further information regarding the up to date position regarding the Market Square Refurbishment.  Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk replied that the Council was engaged in a confidential tender process at present and when a preferred bidder was selected that they would make a full presentation to the members.  Mr. Pentony advised the members also that in due course the members would decide on the terms of the contract with the proposed bidder in relation to sale or lease of the Market Square.  He also confirmed that the acceptance of the tender of the Proposed Bidder will be subject to the sanction of the Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government.
89/07

REGENERATION PROJECT


________________________________________

The report was noted and welcomed.
Councillor Mark Dearey, sought clarification on the socio-economic analysis for the project.  Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager, responded that Mr. David Jones, RAPID Coordinator was involved.  She confirmed a lot of work on this aspect of the project was done to date
Councillor Kevin Meenan sought clarification on the up to date situation with the Muirhevnamor Children’s Playground.  Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, responded that due to systematic vandalism the playground was dismantled at present.  It was agreed that a meeting be conveyed with the Muirhevnamor Community Council to further explore the options regarding the playground.

90/07

PART 8 – HILL STREET JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT SCHEME


____________________________________________________

The report on the Part 8 was noted.

On the proposal of Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Jim D’Arcy, it was agreed to proceed with the development as proposed with the requirement that the scheme provide for an 8 foot wall to be constructed along the boundary between Parnell Park Crescent and Dublin Street, around to the rear of Number 1 Bridge Crescent.
91/07
MOURNEVALE RIGHT OF WAY UPDATE
                      __________________________________

Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer, informed the members that agreement had been reached between the representatives of users of the Right of Way and the Mournevale Residents Association regarding opening and closing times of the gate.  The members welcomed this outcome.
92/07

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS


____________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed to defer the remaining agenda items to the next Planning Meeting in mid March
The Meeting ended at 10pm with prayers.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

held on _______________ day of

____________________2006

                                                                                            _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH
                                                                                            ________________________
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