DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 24th APRIL 2007.
PRESENT
Councillor Noel Lennon, Chairperson.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor Eamonn O’ Boyle, Councillor Jim Ryan, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Martin Bellew, Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Seamus Byrne, Councillor Mary Grehan
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer                  Frank you didn’t mention which officials attended.
The Meeting commenced with prayers.

197/07
MUSIC BURSERIES

Ms. Sile O’Sullivan, Arts Officer advised the members that there was a total of €10,000 to be allocated for 2007, with €5,000 to be allocated now and the balance later in the year.  She also advised there were thirteen allocations.  

It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan that €500 be allocated to the Children’s Voices of Ireland,

It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon that €500 be allocated to Barry Finnegan.

It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Byrne that €250 to Aisling Crudden.

It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle that €500 be allocated to Alison Murphy.

It was proposed by Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan that €300 be allocated to Dundalk Arts Group.
It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Byrne that €400 to allocated to Comhaltas Ceoltoiri.
It was proposed by Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle that €500 be allocated to Dundalk Writers Group.
It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon that €300 be allocated to Dundalk Photographic Society.

It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Jim Ryan that €500 be allocated to Barbara Smith.
It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle to kept €1,050 for the second round of bursaries.

Sile O’Sullivan also advised on the following award and bursaries winners
Young Music Awards

1st prize (€350)

Aine McGeeney (fiddle)





St.Anne’s





Shore Road, Dundalk

2nd prize (€250)

Liam Monagher (Violin)





2 Old Muirhevna





Dublin Road, Dundalk

3rd prize (€150)

Eoghan Murphy (Fiddle/Piano Accordian)





33 Farndreg Estate, Dundalk

Classical Music Bursaries

Macardle Award 


(€1,500)

Dearbhla Collins (Piano)










9 Hibury









Rathmullen Road









Drogheda

Daniel O’Connell and Son Classical Music Award (€1,000)
 Eithne Nic An Riogh (Piano)








 
 Fieldstown









 
 Monasterboice










 Drogheda

Adjudicator

Claire Duff – leader of the Irish Baroque Orchestra
  This was ratified by Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle
198 /07
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES




_________________________________
On the proposal by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Byrne, the following minutes were approved and adopted:

Monthly Meeting held on 24th March 2007

Planning Monthly Meeting held on 10 April 2007 
199/07
MATTERS ARISING


_______________________
Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to minute 142/07 in relation to the work at the former Customs Station on the Newry Road and while he indicated there were large skips outside, there were no signs of construction work taking place.  The Town Clerk indicated that a planning application had been lodged and he expected works would start shortly.
Councillor Keelan referred to minute 156/07 and asked if the ESB were to attend the meeting to give a presentation on public lighting.  The Town Clerk indicated that the ESB were unable to attend the April meeting but would attend the May monthly meeting.
Councillor Geraldine Murphy referred to minutes 151/07 and asked if any reply had been received from Bus Eireann in relation to the bus shelter and the Town Clerk indicated that no reply had been received to date.  It was proposed that the Council follow up the matter.
Councillor Ian Dooley referred to minutes 156/07 and asked if there was any word from the ESB in relation to the civil works.  The Town Engineer explained that they needed to detect a fault on the line before same could be repaired.  
Councillor Martin Bellew referred to minute 145/07 and asked when  the signs be erected at the long stay car park.  The Town Engineer replied that she would come back to him in relation to the matter.
200/07
housing progress report 



___________________________
Councillor Kevin Meenan raised the matter of replacing windows in council housing and asked why in one case only one window has been replaced when it clearly didn’t match the existing windows.  The Town Engineer indicated that it was a question of finance and it was not feasible to replace all windows in council houses at the one time unless they needed to be replaced.
Councillor Seamus Keelan proposed credit to the council staff on work completed at Meadow Grove. 
Councillor Jim Ryan, in response to a question on Glenwood Housing Scheme, was advised that the existing houses would be demolished as the Council could not be certain that they were structurally sound.
201/07
progress report for March 


______________________________
This report was noted.
202/07
PUBLIC LIGHTING IMPROVEMENT REVIEW


_____________________________________
The Councillors raised queries in relation to the new public lighting at Buttercrane Lane, variation in wattage and extra lights required at Beechmount Drive, and a question of replacing lights in the Guinness Estate.  The Town Engineer answered the queries raised..
203/07
PART VIII – RE-ALIGNMENT OF CASTLETOWN/BELLEWSBRIDGE ROAD


______________________________________________________________
It was reported by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle to adopt the Managers Report, as presented.
204/07
TOBERONA
                      ___________
The Town Clerk outlined details of the Council Report in relation to Toberona but indicated that, due to a lack of funding and resources, it was not possible to progress the matter further. A number spoke in support of the proposal but expressed their disappointment that no progress had been made.  Councillor Martin Bellew proposed that the Council allocate a pitch to the Naomh Moinne  GFC or at least show them where the pitches are to be  located.  He also felt that it should be given top priority.  Other members spoke in support of Councillor Bellew on the matter and agreed that the Coucnil  should progress to allocate a pitch to Naomh Moinne, if possible.
205/07
REGENERATION REPORT


______________________
It was noted that the plan would come back to the main meeting.
206/07
MARKET SQUARE REGENERATION


_______________________________
Members raised concerns in relation to the fact the Council would only see the proposal for the preferred building when it has already been selected.  Members also raised queries in relation to the inclusion of a water feature in the proposal.

207/07
RED BARNS ROAD – UPDATE
It was noted by the Chairman that work was scheduled to begin on the 8th of May next and this was welcomed by all members.
208/07
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY


______________________________________________
“That this Council in line with the recommendations of The Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland 2005 by the EPA 


· Carry out risk assessment on all surface water supplies to Cavan Hill, in line with the Scottish model for Cryptosporidium Risk assessments.

· On the advice of HSE public health, conduct routine monitoring of water supplies for the presence of Cryptosporidium.

· Provide training for water treatment plant operators in Cryptosporidium awareness.

· Conduct daily turbidity measurement (to levels of 0.25 NTU post sand filtration) to provide a record of plant performance and as an indicator for the presence of Cryptosporidium.”
Councillor Dearey referred to the fact that the answer had been received before the meeting and was worried about the lack of knowledge about cryptosporidium but indicated that two of the answers given were up to the mark.  Members expressed concern about the amount of aluminium in the water and that e-coli may be a bigger threat than cryptosporidium.  Councillor Mary Grehan also raised a query in relation to chlorination of water supplies.
It was proposed by Jim Ryan and seconded by Councillor Mary Grehan to pass a vote of sympathy to the Fox and Bellew family on the recent death of Jim Fox, father-in-law of Martin Bellew.  

Councillor Noel Lennon raised three queries.  
Firstly the nominations to Dundalk Port Company and it was agreed to defer this to the May Monthly Meeting.  
Secondly, the question of providing a Civic Reception to Harold O’Sullivan for work done in relation to the town of Dundalk and his contribution to the town and this was agreed.  He also referred to the fact that the response from the Civic Reception held for the Ice Hockey team was well received.  
Finally, he referred to the fact that the County Manager was going to Galway and the County Manager suggested that there would be other opportunities to speak about this matter.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

held on _______________ day of

____________________2006

                                                                                            _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH
                                                                                            ________________________
                                                                                                CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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