DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 22nd MAY 2007 at 7pm.
PRESENT
Councillor Noel Lennon, Chairperson.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Martin Bellew, Councillor Seamus Byrne, 

IN ATTENDANCE
Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer   
Mr Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Mr John Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms Riona McCoy, Clerical Officer

APOLOGIES              
Councillor Eamonn O’ Boyle,

Councillor Jim D’Arcy,

Councillor Jim Ryan,
Councillor Mary Grehan,

The Meeting commenced with prayers.

The Chairman, Councillor Noel Lennon welcomed Mr Dave Storey, Senior Executive Officer to Dundalk Town Council and wished him well in his new position.

250 /07
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES




_________________________________
On the proposal by Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, the following minutes were approved and adopted:

Monthly Meeting held on 24th April 2007 – with an amendment to minute 204/07 – changing the wording from “if possible” to “as soon as possible”.
Planning Monthly Meeting held on 8th May 2007 
251/07
MATTERS ARISING


_______________________
Councillor Martin Bellew queried the up to date position regarding signage and the pay parking machine installation in the new Ramparts Road Long Stay Car-park.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, responded that there were difficulties with the contractors in relation to signage.  Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, replied that he would revert to members regarding this matter.

252/07
housing progress report 



___________________________
Councillor Seamus Keelan queried the expected completion of the Lios Dubh housing development.  Mr Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, responded that completion was not expected until early next year.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, advised the members that the delays at present on the Armagh Road SLI would have no effect on the Lios Dubh development.
Councillor Ian Dooley queried when the Armagh Road SLI was due for completion.  Catherine Duff, responded that the works were expected to be completed in early July.

Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to a section of road cut re-instatement works on the Newry Road that had failed.  Catherine Duff replied that this and other issues will be addressed.
Councillor Ian Dooley referred to outstanding landscaping and fencing works at Riverside Crescent and gas installation in the OPD’s.  Councillor Dooley proposed that an inspection and repair of the fencing at the OPDs is carried out and this motion was seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan.

Councillor Martin Bellew queried when landscaping works would be undertaken by Dundalk Town Council at the two open spaces at the Meadow Grove OPD development.  Catherine Duff agreed to revert to Councillor Bellew on this.
Councillor Kevin Meenan queried the Blackrock Road Housing Scheme.  Mr Jim Byrne confirmed that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government verbal approval has been received.

Jim Byrne undertook to revert to the members on the Affordable Housing Applications for the next meeting.

253/07
ESB PRESENTATION


Mr Tom McCann (ESB Networks) gave a presentation to the meeting outlining their role in electricity supply.  Networks are tasked with delivering electricity to over two million customers in Ireland.  Power is brought to MRPN (Meter Point Reference Number) and in the case of public lighting to TMPRN (Technical Meter Point Reference Number).

Following Mr McCann’s presentation the members queried Mr McCann on various aspects of networks.
Mr Andy Kirwick (ESB Contracts) made a presentation to the members on Contracts role covering.

1. design and installation of new public lighting.

2. agency role

3. public lighting refurbishment

4. implementation and maintenance

ESB Contracts are engaged by all local authorities at present and a new national contract is being rolled out at present.  Dundalk Town Council has 3573 maintained public lights.

The members sought further clarification from the ESB representatives.

Councillor Keelan sought details of Mr Jimmy Kirk’s replacement in Dundalk and was advised that Kevin Campbell is Contracts Manager for the region.

Councillor Meenan requested the distribution to the members of the presentation and phone number detail provided by the ESB representatives.  This was agreed.
The Chairman thanked the ESB for attending and outlining their new roles.  Mr Barry McNally thanked the members and County Manager for their support.

254/07
progress report for March 


______________________________

This report was noted.

255/07
SECTION 183 - Disposal by way of lease of Creche/Community Building at Mullaharlin Park, Dundalk  to Dundalk ICTU Ltd, 30 Clanbrassil Street, Dundalk.


_____________________________________
On the proposal of Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Councillor Martin Bellew the members agreed to the disposal by way of lease of crèche/community building at Mullaharlin Park, Dundalk, to Dundalk ICTU, 30 Clanbrassil Street, Dundalk, in accordance with the terms of the 
Section 183 Notice circulated.
256/07
SECTION 183 - Disposal of approx 95.7M2 of land on the Rampart Road, Dundalk, to the trustrees of Dundalk Lawn Tennis & Badminton Club. 




_____________________________________
On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Bellew, the members agreed to the disposal of approx 95.7 M2     of land on the Rampart Road, Dundalk, to the trustrees of Dundalk Lawn Tennis & Badminton Club., in accordance with the terms of the Section 183 Notice circulated.
257/07
SECTION 6, HOUSING ACT 1992


____________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Kevin Meenan, the members approved the application from Cluid Housing Association for funding under the Capital Loan & Subsidy Scheme for the provision of 76 number houses and associated works at Phase II, Clontygora, Muirhevnamor, Dundalk.

It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Kevin Meenan to raise a loan of €10,649,112.83 from the Housing Finance Agency to fund this scheme.

258/07
REGENERATION SCHEME - REPORT ON PROGRESS
                      ______________________________________________
This report was noted.

Councillor Seamus Keelan requested that a further meeting be arranged with Stephen Cull and the members in relation to this scheme.
259/07
RED BARNS ROAD


______________________
This report was noted.  Councillor Noel Lennon expressed his delight at the progress made to date.

260/07
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN


________________________________________________
“That this Council, when granting planning permission for development along the banks of the Castletown River ensures that the up to 20 metre waterfront strip of land specified at specific objectives NE6 and NE7 in the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2003 – 2009, be conditioned as fully recreational amenity at a finished surface-level of 4 metres ordinance datum Malin Head and with a riverbank slope to the riverbed of 3:1 and this 20 metre strip of land be transferred by the developer to public ownership immediately upon the taking-in-charge of the roads of the development.”
The motion was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Martin Bellew.

Councillor Seamus Keelan proposed and Councillor Martin Bellew seconded a proposal to prepare a report on all planning applications where the riverside walkway had been conditioned.
261/07
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN
“When will the two cuts across the new road surface below the entrance to Ath Leathan on the Racecourse Road be fully reinstated?  This work was carried out by a developer on behalf of the ESB and brought to Council notice two and a half months ago to John McCooey in Engineers.”
Reply: Presently the crossings were opened to facilitate the underground placement of cables for ESB. The opening of the road was carried out by the contractor on behalf of the developer of the Ath Leathan estate. The Council, however, will endeavor to ensure that a satisfactory temporary reinstatement is carried until such time as a permanent reinstatement can take place.
Catherine Duff agreed to revert to the members regarding this re-instatement.
262/07
NOTICE OF MOTION – IAN DOOLEY


________________________________
“That the Council include for the provision of ramps in the 2008 Roads Programme in Oaklawns.”
Reply:
 This request will be considered during the compilation of the budget for 2008.
263/07
DEPARTURE OF MARTINA MOLONEY, CO. MANAGER

The Cathaoirleach and Members of Dundalk Town Council expressed their thanks to the County Manager on her many achievement for Co. Louth and Dundalk, in particular, and their good wishes  in her new role as Galway County Manager.  The Town Clerk, on behalf of all staff concerned, echoed the sentiments of the members.

Ms. Moloney responded and thanked the members and staff for their dedication and co-operation during her time in Dundalk.

The members agreed to hold the Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 26th June 2007 at 7pm.  The members also agreed to defer the nomination of one member to the Dundalk Port Company until the next monthly meeting.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

held on _______________ day of

____________________2007
                                                                                            _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH
                                                                                            ________________________
                                                                                                CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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