DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of monthly Meeting of Dundalk Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Dundalk Town Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 26th  june 2007 at 7.30pm.
Present

Chairman Jim D’Arcy presided
Also present:

Councillor Martin Bellew,  Councillor Seamus Byrne, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Mary Grehan, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Jim Ryan
APOLOGIES:

Councillor Mark Dearey
In Attendance

Ms. Joan Martin, Deputy County Manager.
Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer
Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer

Ms. Bernie McKevitt, Clerical Officer

__________________________________________________________________________________
320/07
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES
On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon, the minutes of the following meetings were adopted;

Environment, Parks & Recreation & Amenity MPC – 30th January 2007

Planning & Development MPC – 13th March 2007




Council Monthly Meeting – 22nd May 2007 with the following correction to minute no. 256/07.  
The proposal was seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan and not Seamus Bellew, as recorded/





Planning Monthly Meeting 12th June 2007





321/07
MATTERS ARISING


_________________
Councillor Martin Bellew referred to minute 251/07 and requested that a supplementary sign be erected above the existing sign to indicate that the cost of parking is €2 per day.  Councillor Bellew referred also to landscaping works at the OPD’s at Meadow Grove.  Town Engineer, Catherine Duff responded that works would be carried out before the end of the year.
Councillor Ian Dooley referred to minute no 252/074 regarding the Armagh Road SLI.  He confirmed that ponding is occurring at the entrance to Riverside Crescent following heavy rain.  The Town Engineer responded that Mr Mark O’Neill will investigate and confirm6 that the engineer will seek prices for new fencing at Riverside Crescent.

Councillor Seamus Keelan requested that costings be obtained for all types of fuel for central heating systems in the OPDs at Riverside Crescent.  

Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to minute no. 253/07 reqarding public lighting and queried whether ducting was the issue posing problems on the Newry Road.  The Town Engineer agreed to revert to members with details of the defect.
322/07
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
___________________________
Councillor Jim Ryan queried the number of urgent cases waiting on  re-housing.  Mr Jim Byrne responded that data was omitted as he was on leave when the report was prepared.  Councillor Noel Lennon queried the updated position on the housing at Blackrock Road.  Mr Jim Byrne confirmed that revised costings had been approved and contract signing was awaited.
Councillor Martin Bellew queried Contract No. 4 (Relets).  Catherine Duff responded that houses would be available for relet before the end of the year.  

Mr Jim Byrne informed the members about the Affordable Housing Scheme following a query from Councillor Seamus Byrne.  Mr Jim Byrne confirmed that 12 houses were provided in Cluid but to date no affordable housing had been provided under Part V.
323/07
REGENERATION REPORT
_______________________
Councillor Jim Ryan queried whether the recent Dundalk Town Council and Department of Environment, Heritage & Local Government discussions had any implications for the scheme, as proposed.  Mr Jim Byrne confirmed that it had.  Councillor Kevin Meenan proposed that the issues be examined in committee at the next planning meeting and this was supported by the members.
324/07
REMEDIAL WORKS TO PARTY WALLS (IN COMMITTEE)


This item was taken in committee.  The report was noted and further clarification will be sought from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  
325/07
PROGRESS REPORT FOR JUNE



____________________________


The report was noted.  On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon it was agreed  that the report be discussed every six months by the members
326/07
NOMINATION TO DUNDALK PORT COMPANY (1 NO.)



______________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Byrne, it was agreed that Councillor Noel Lennon be nominated to Dundalk Port Company.
327/07
NATIONAL SPRING CLEAN



________________________


The report was noted.  A general discussion ensued.  On the proposal of Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by Councillor Jim Ryan the members agreed to support the introduction of a community night encompassing alternative events to bonfires.  The members agreed that the matter be investigated by the Environment MPC.
328/07
PART 8 – COES ROAD PUMPING STATION



_____________________________________


The report of Ms Joan Martin, Deputy County Manager was noted.  On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the members agreed that the development proceed as outlined.
On a separate issue Councillor Jim Ryan informed the meeting that an unpleasant odour occurs in the Castletown/Newry Road area following heavy rain.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff agreed to look into the matter.

329/07
RED BARNS ROAD – UPDATE



__________________________


The report was noted.  Councillor Noel Lennon referred to heavy machinery now in use on the road and that suitable measures must be maintained to ensure the safety of the public who continue to use the road during the construction.
Councillor Martin Bellew queried whether all agencies had been contacted regarding the works, ie. ESB, Bord Gais, Eircom.  The Town Engineer, responded that their notification is normal procedure.

330/07
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY
“That this Council create a connecting footpath between the end of the footpath at Ecco Road and the end of the footpath at the bottom of the Ard Easmuinn hill on the railway side of the road”

Answer:   This section of footpath will be examined and a report prepared in regard to inclusion, if applicable in 2008 Estimates.


In the absence of Councillor Mark Dearey, the members noted the answer given.
331/07
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS BYRNE

“That this Council, in conjunction with the Joint Burial Board, investigate the desirability of installing a pathway between the grave rows in the new section of St. Patrick’s cemetery in order to provide clean, dry and safe underfoot conditions for both mourners and visitors”.

Answer: The Road Section Engineers will be prepared to meet and discuss with members of the Joint Burial Board the feasibility of the provision of footpath between grave rows in the new section of St. Patrick’s cemetery.
Councillor Seamus Byrne expressed his satisfaction with the answer given.
332/07
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN

1. “That this Council provide funding in the 2008 Estimate for drainage and resurfacing of the Doylesfort Road.”

Answer: Provision was made in the 2007 roads budget to surface dress the Doylesfort Road. Louth Co. Co.’s surfacing dressing unit was dispatched to Doylesfort Road to carry out the works in June of the year. However local residents prevented the Co. Co. from carrying out the works. Due to the actions of the local residents the Co. Co. were forced to abandon the proposed works and they moved their plant and personnel to another area of the County.  It is still the intention to carry out the proposed works later on in the year when the Co. Co. is in a position to return. This however will be dependant on the future actions of the local residents.  An earlier investigation of the Doylesfort Road did not warrant any additional traffic calming measures.
Councillor Ian Dooley seconded the motion.  The Town Engineer, responded that Dundalk Town Council will undertake a survey of all residents and will also prepare a report on costings for drainage and resurfacing works.
2. “That this Council provide funding in the 2008 Estimates for footpath replacement from the urban boundary on the Newry Road to the Racecourse Road corner.”
Answer:   The section of footpath from the Racecourse Road corner to the urban boundary will be examined and a report prepared in regard to its condition and the need for replacement in regard to the preparation of the 2008 estimates.
Councillor Ian Dooley seconded the motion.  Councillor Seamus Keelan welcomed the answer.
1. Notice of Question – Councillor Seamus Keelan

1. “When will the members be circulated with copies of the Fáilte Ireland Regional Report and Action Plan for the creation of the Dundalk section of the National Cycle Network in which Dundalk is identified as an important strategic regional hub, which report was issued by Fáilte Ireland to this Council in May 2007”

Answer:  The Council are currently in contact with Fáilte Ireland in relation to this matter and the report will be circulated to members as soon as it becomes available to this Council.

2. “What size of a Fáilte Ireland capital grant will be made towards the provision of the Dundalk section of the National Cycle Network?”

Answer:   The Council have written to Fáilte Ireland in relation to this matter and will revert to members when a reply is received.
 In addition, John Lawrence, Administrative Officer, advised the members that this document was still in draft form and, therefore, not an official document and not for general publication.

333/07

RESOLUTIONS
Notice of Motion – Skibbereen Town Council

The item was noted by the members.

334/07 
CONFERENCES

Association of Irish Regions – 10th Annual Conference


19th October 2007

“The Challenge of Climate Change for the Island of Ireland”

The Malton Hotel, Town Centre, Killarney, Co. Kerry

This item was noted by the members.

335/07
TRAINING


“The Local Government Planning Service”



5th to 7th July 2007


The Baltimore Harbour Hotel, Baltimore, West Cork.


This item was noted by the members

336/07
CORRESPONDENCE
Association of Town Clerks of Ireland


Confederation of European Councillors – Cancellation of conference of 29th June 2007
This item was noted by the members


__________________________________________________________________________________

There being no further business the meeting concluded with prayers at 8.30pm.
Minutes confirmed at meeting

Held on ________ day of ________ 2007
______________

Cathaoirleach

_________________
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