DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE JOINT MONTHLY AND PLANNING MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 27th NOVEMBER 2007 AT 7.00 p.m.
PRESENT
Councillor J. D’arcy, Chairman, presided.

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor E. O’ Boyle, Councillor K. Meenan, Councillor S. Keelan, Councillor M. Bellew, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor I. Dooley, Councillor S. Byrne and Councillor N. Lennon.
APOLOGIES

Councillor J. Ryan and Councillor M. Grehan
IN ATTENDANCE

Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Mr. John Lamont, A/Senior Executive Engineer

Mr. D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, Housing & Planning Office

Mr. J. Lawrence, Administrative Officer
Ms. Karen Hamilton, Acting Executive Planner

Observers 

Ms Andrea Conway

Ms Briege Elliman

The Meeting commenced with prayers.

576/07  
07/280    Caroline Whately
      Two storey extension garden 







      store and associated site works







      and landscaping









      Avoca







      5 Park Avenue







      Dundalk 


There was no recommendation in this case.

577/07
07281
  Peter & Laura 
  Construction of a replacement dwelling



  Begley

  the development shall consist of the 







  demolition of an existing bungalow







  dwelling and the construction of a 







 storey and a half dwelling the relocation







  of an existing vehicular entrance new







  proprietary wastewater treatment







  system and ancillary site works 
  The Shore Road
  Red Barns Road
  Dundalk. 

On the proposition of Councillor N. Lennon, seconded by Councillor S. Keelan, it was agreed to recommend to the county manager that permission be granted in this case.
	578/07
	07/283
	Neil Osborne
	The development will consist of a detached two storey dwellinghouse with associated site works and landscaping and boundary treatment and for the demolition of an existing single storey outhouse
1 Castle Road

Dundalk 



	There was no recommendation in this case.
______________________________________________________________

	
	
	
	

	579/07
	07/284
	Geraldine Finnegan & 

Francis Toale
	An extension to the side of an existing dwelling and all associated site development works

Aisling 

Avenue Road

Dundalk

 

	There was no recommendation in this case.
_______________________________________________________________

	
	
	
	

	580/07
	07/285
	Una Durnin
	Two storey extension to rear of existing dwelling

31 Meadow View

Dundalk



	There was no recommendation in this case
____________________________________________________________

	
	
	
	

	581/07
	07/286
	Dundalk Tennis & Badminton Club
	Extensions and alterations required with the proposed upgrading of changing rooms toilets and the construction of a covered viewing deck at first floor level to the tennis club

Ramparts Road

Dundalk 

	
	
	
	

	On the proposition of Councillor E. O’Boyle, seconded by Councillor N. Lennon, it was agreed to recommend to the county manager that permission be granted in this case.


	

	582/07
	07/287
	McCaughey Developments

	The development will consist of the erection of 186 housing units as follows (1) 68 no. 4 bed & study 2.5 storey semi detached dwellings (house type 1) (2) 64 no. 2 bed & study terrace dwellings (house type 2, 2a, 3, 3a) in 5 no. blocks of 6 dwellings, 6 no. blocks of 5 dwellings and 1 no. block of 4 dwellings (3) 22 no. 3 bed & study terrace dwellings (house type 4, 4a & 5) in 3 no. blocks of 6 dwellings and 1 no. blocks of 4 dwellings (4) 24 no. 2 bed apartment dwellings (house type 6) in 6 no. blocks of 4 dwellings (5) 8 no. 4 bed & study 2.5 storey semi-detached dwellings (house type 7) (6) 1 no. creche facility with secure play/soft area and private parking (7) connection to pumping station on adjacent lands owned by others or to alternative pumping station within applicants site boundary (8) provision of storm water attenuation system including drainage works on Carrick road and all associated site development works
Willow Grove

Carrickmacross Road

Dundalk  


	The Members had some concerns re flooding, traffic and pedestrian safety at this location.  There was no recommendation in this case. 



	583/07
	07/288
	Francis & Terry

Beagan & Marie 

Quigley
	The demolition of the existing building and the construction of a neighbourhood commercial and residential development at a site at the Newry Road and Racecourse Road within Neighbourhood 1 of the Dundalk and environs development plan 2003-2008 the development consists of the following; a two storey neighbourhood/commercial centre consisting of 7 no. retail units first floor office accommodation and underground car parking and 74 number residential units comprising of 42 houses and 32 apartments in a 3 and 4 storey block with underground car-parking
Site at Newry Road

Racecourse Road

Dundalk  


	There was no recommendation in this case. 

______________________________________________________________

	
	
	
	

	584/07                           Planning application 07/289
It was noted that this application was invalid and returned to the applicant. 
_______________________________________________________________



	585/07
	07/290
	Desmond Ellison
	Permission for development of the demolition of an existing retail warehousing unit and the construction of a new retail warehousing unit incorporating ancillary offices and all associated site development works
Coes Road

Dundalk   



	There was no recommendation in this case. 



	586/07                           Planning application 07/291

It was noted that this application was invalid and returned to the applicant. 
_________________________________________________________________

	
	
	
	

	587/07
	 07/292
	Paul Marry &
Aidan Lawless 
	The development will consist of the adjoining of buildings no. 1 and no. 2 Mourne view Dublin Road Dundalk with a change of use to no. 1 from an existing two storey dwelling house to a ground and first floor office unit also demolition of existing storage shed to the rear of dwelling no. 1 and cosmetic alterations to be made to the front rear and side elevations of no. 1 and no. 2 new ground floor extension to go to the rear of both buildings advertisement signage to be securely fixed to front elevation with provision for 5 no. new car parking spaces and all site associated works at no. 1 and no. 2 Mourne View Dublin Road Dundalk Co. Louth

Intact Software
No. 1 & 2 Mourne View

Dublin Road

Dundalk  



	There was no recommendation in this case.


	588/07                           Planning application 07/293

It was noted that this application was invalid and returned to the applicant. 
_______________________________________________________________



	589/07
	07/294
	Sarah McCarrick  & Bernie Murphy
	Retention permission for lights to shop front

3 Earl Street

Dundalk  



	There was no recommendation in this case. 



	590/07
	07/295
	Mark Rogan
	The demolition of an existing rear kitchen and domestic garage to be replaced with an 18sqm extension and associated site development works
100 Marian Park

Dundalk  



	There was no recommendation in this case. 

	591/07                           Planning application 07/296

It was noted that this application was invalid and returned to the applicant. 
_______________________________________________________________



	592/07
	07/297
	Colm & Anne Meehan
	An attic conversion and alterations to the front façade of an existing dwelling house single storey extension to the side and rear of same with living accommodation to the attic space and all associated site works
1 Mullaharlin Road

Dundalk  



	There was no recommendation in this case. 



	593/07                           Planning application 07/298

It was noted that this application was invalid and returned to the applicant. 
_______________________________________________________________

	
	
	
	

	594/07
	07/299
	Padhraig Conlon
	Alterations to shop front and elevations at Byrnes Chemist and Blushers Health & Beauty Salon in accordance with Planning Permission register Number 06/105
Including additional signage and lighting 

1, 2 & 3 Church Street

Dundalk  

	
	
	
	

	There was no recommendation in this case. 



	595/07                           Planning application 07/300

It was noted that this application was invalid and returned to the applicant. 
_______________________________________________________________



	596/07
	07/301
	MW Developments
	Alterations at ground floor and 1st floor level to rear and side elevations and part change of use at ground floor level from Nite Club/Licensed premises to medical centre and full change of use at 1st floor level from Niteclub/Licensed premises to medical centre also extension to the rear and side at first floor level to form consulting room
64/65 Park Street

Dundalk  

	
	
	
	

	There was no recommendation in this case. 



	597/07
	07/302
	Peter Dixon Ltd
	Chandlery extension to side of existing shop premises extension to side of existing warehouse at the rear of existing shop to include alterations to existing warehouse to provide roller shutter doors to the rear elevation and sub division of existing warehouse into 2 no. units one of which together with the new proposed warehouse to be used for storage of grain steel coil and general cargo also permission for petrol station with canopy and car wash to the front of the warehousing and fuel pump at rear of warehousing at Londis Shop premises Quay Street, Dundalk.

Londis Shop Premises

Quay Street

Dundalk  

	
	
	
	

	The members had concerns over traffic safety at this location.  There was no recommendation in this case. 




598/07 
Resignation of Ms. Karen Hamilton

The Members noted with regret that Ms. Karen Hamilton was leaving in December to take up a new permanent post with Monaghan County Council. All of the Members thanked Karen for her service to the Council and commented on her courteous manner, professionalism and availability to meet with both themselves and the public, particularly for pre-planning. They also asked the County Manager to have Karen replaced immediately. Mr Conn Murray acknowledged Karen’s service to the Council and undertook to review the situation in relation to appointing a planner to Dundalk Town Council. Mr. Jim Byrne, on behalf on her colleagues in the planning office and the Council in general, joined in wishing Karen well in her future career and thanked her for her time in the planning office.
599/07          Consideration of Minutes

On the proposal of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the minutes of the Infrastructure MPC dated 24th July 2007, the Monthly Meeting of the 23rd of October 2007 and the Special Meeting of the 13th of November 2007 were agreed and adopted.

600/07
Matters Arising


Councillor Kevin Meenan, referring to minute no. 529/07 of the monthly meeting, enquired whether any response had been received from the Minister of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government in relation to the members request for a delegation to be accepted regarding the Regeneration Scheme.  Frank Pentony, Town Clerk replied that no response had been received.  


Councillor Seamus Byrne, referring to minute no. 529/07 of the monthly meeting, enquired whether contact had been made with the Redeemer Creche & Playgroup.  Frank Pentony advised that he and Stephen Cull met with the management of the Creche and was waiting for them to revert.

Councillor Byrne referred to minute no. 552/07 regarding the development at Lios Dubh and queried when the house keys will be allocated.  Jim Byrne responded that keys to be allocated on Friday 30th November 2007.  The keys for the Cluid development  will be allocated early next year and that the Council had engaged auctioneers to process the affordable homes.

601/07
Presentation by Therese McArdle on Local Development Company

Ms. Therese McArdle, Louth County Council gave the members a briefing on the progress  to date in the establishment of the New Local Development Company which has been set up under the working title of Louth Leader Partnership.  There will be 23 members for the new company with 5 local government sector (3 no. County Councillors, 

1 no. Town Councillor and 1 Co Manager official nominee.), 4 National Social Partners, 8 Community & Voluntary members and 6 State Bodies.  A 10 member Board of Directors has been appointed who are meeting fortnightly at present.
Following the briefing the members sought further clarification in relation to the membership of the company, available funding and spread of funds.  A general discussion followed with contributions from Councillors’ Byrne, Dearey, Keelan, Lennon, O’Boyle, Meenan and Keelan.  The members expressed dissatisfaction with their proposed limited representation on the company.  On the proposal of Councillor Jim D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon it was agreed by the members that the Cathaoirleach, Jim D’Arcy write to Mr Michael Curran, Director of Services, Louth County Council advising that both Drogheda and Ardee will be represented by Louth County Council members on the board and, therefore, request that Dundalk town be represented by a member of Dundalk Town Council.
602/07  
1 No. Nomination to Local Development Company.

It was agreed by the members to defer until the Budget Meeting.

603/07
Housing Progress Report


The report was noted by the members.  Councillor Meenan queried whether waiting list time credit can be given to an applicant for affordable housing whose financial circumstances alters and can no longer afford to purchase.  Jim Byrne responded that each case would be considered on their merits.
604/07
Regeneration Report

The regeneration report was noted.  A general discussion followed with contributions from the councillors;


Councillor Kevin Meenan -  if Gateway bid is unsuccessful, how will it impact on project.  Dave Storey responded that regeneration was part of the overall vision for Dundalk but Gateway Bid is not linked to regeneration funds. 

Councillor Martin Bellew – call for a clear statement on the future of the project.

Councillor Mark Dearey – New guidelines of March 2007 provide for a better regeneration with greater integration.


Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle – Expenditure to date.


Councillor Seamus Keelan – Capital funding and whether funding has been sought for 2008.

Jim Byrne and Dave Storey answered the member’s queries and confirmed that work completed to date is not lost and that a €1,000,000 capital allocation has been made to date.  However, although funding has been sought for 2008, the Council have been advised to look at alternative funding arrangements.  
605/07
Raising of a loan for €6million from the Housing Finance Agency


_________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the members agreed the raising of a loan for €6 million from the Housing Finance Agency for the purpose of financing the Affordable Housing Scheme 
606/07
Part VIII – Mount Avenue Link Road Improvement Scheme

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Eamonn O’Boyle the members agreed that the proposed development may be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report under Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001.
607/07
Extinguishment of Pubic Right of Way at Coes Road, Dundalk
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the members agreed to the  extinguishment of the following right of way on the following stretch of public roadway – 30.4m of the Coes Road Industrial Estate running parallel with the Blackwater River.
608/07
Abandonment of Public Right of Way at Coes Road, Dundalk


On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the members agreed to the abandonment of the following public roadway - 30.4 m of the Coes Road Industrial Estate, running parallel with the Blackwater River of the public right of way at Coes Road, Dundalk.
609/07
Sale of land at Coes Road, Dundalk to John McCabe

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the members agreed the sale of 30.4m of the Coes Road Industrial Estate running parallel with the Blackwater River to John McCabe in accordance with the Section 183 notice.
610/07
Progress Report – November

The report was noted by the members.

611/07
BIDS

Dave Storey gave the members a briefing on the proposal that was for their consideration, followed by a presentation by Mr Harry Traynor.   
On the proposal of Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Councillor Kevin Meenan to support the BIDS proposal, the Chairman called for a show of hands and following a tie (four in favour, 4 against, 1 abstention) the Chairman used his casting vote in favour.  The members agreed to support the Dundalk BIDS proposal as presented.

612/07
Nominations (2 no.) for BIDS Company

The members agreed to defer to the Budget Meeting.
613/07
Gateway Innovation Fund


 Dave Storey advised the members that the BID document has been presented to the Department.  Councillor Seamus Byrne stated that it was a comprehensive report and sought clarification on a number of items, in particular cost benefit analysis and district heating.  Mr Dave Storey answered the councillors query.

614/07
Protocol for the attendance of the Chairman of Dundalk Town Council at official functions.

On the proposal of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the members agreed to the adoption of the Protocol, as presented.
615/07
Suspension of Standing Orders


On the proposal of Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon the members agreed to suspend standing orders to 10.15pm.

616/07
AMAI Presentation of Local Government Reform


This item was noted by the members.

617/07
Presentation on Castletown Riverside Study.

The members agreed to defer this item to the December meeting.

   618/07 Notice of Motion – Councillor Seamus Byrne (deferred from September Meeting)

“That this Council carry out the following works without delay:

(a) Remove the dirt and grit which has been allowed to accumulate around the base of the traffic bollards along Ard Easmuinn Rd. and Ecco Rd. and hereafter, include these areas in the regular street cleaning programme.

(b) Clean out all the blocked gullies in the vicinity of St. Dominic’s Place and the Crescent Roundabout.”

Answer:  (a) Ard Easmuinn and Ecco Road are included on the street cleaning programme and  are swept every 5-6 weeks. 
Councillor Byrne accepted the answer and requested that the area around the base of a bollard be regularly cleaned.  John Lamont agreed to include for same.
(c) The Contractor has been contacted to clean gullies in St. Dominic’s place and the Crescent Roundabout and have assured us that they will address problem by 22nd September 2007.
Councillor Byrne was informed that the work has been completed.

619/07 
Notice of Question – Councillor Martin Bellew (deferred from September meeting)

“What is the present position regarding the playing facilities in Toberona?”
Answer:  The Development Brief is now complete and will be forwarded to DoEHLG for approval, when considered by the Members at the October meeting.
Councillor Bellew accepts that the matter has been dealt with since the submission of his question.
618/07
Notice of Question – Councillor Seamus Byrne (deferred from September meeting)

“When will work commence on the construction of the garden walls promised to the residents of Clann Chullain Park?”
Answer:
The Contractor has been appointed and work is expected to commence on 24th September 2007.  The work is expected to take 12 weeks to complete.
Councillor Byrne was happy with this response.

619/07
Notice of Motion – Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle (deferred from October meeting)   

“That this Council installs (a) an appropriate number of large warning signs as well as a series of road markings and rumble strips along the Castleblayney Road, from inside the town boundary on this particular road into Dundalk right down to the junction with Bellewsbridge Road that give clear and effective warnings to all road users, and especially to unsuspecting motorists and other road users who may be new to this dangerous road area, of their imminent approach to the concealed joint/shared entrance to St. Louis Convent and to the two large second level schools (i.e. De La Salle College and St. Louis Secondary School) and (b) whatever other traffic calming measures available that will minimise the on-going risk of road traffic accidents occurring in this area into the future.”

Answer: See report on October Agenda – John Lamont to Pat Stuart dated 11/10/07

This motion was seconded by Councillor Martin Bellew.  John Lamont advised of safety improvement works ongoing at this location that will provide for enhanced signage.
620/07
Notices of Motion – Councillor Seamus Keelan (deferred from October meeting)
(a) “That this Council carry out urgent repairs to collapsed state of Moorland Road from O’Neill’s houses to the Railway Bridge (to alleviate an accident happening and severe flooding).”

Answer:   See report on October Agenda– Pat Stuart to Aenat Nic Gabhann dated 17/10/2007

Councillor Keelan accepted the response and noted that the works have been carried out.

(b) “That this Council carry out a programme of reinstatement of all while lines, yellow lines, junction boxes, stop signs etc (presently all road markings are invisible).”

Answer:  The Road Section is presently in the process of preparing a road marking schedule for the Town area. The schedule will identify location and condition of all road markings. The schedule will then be used to progress a rolling programme of identification and replacement.

Councillor Keelan accepted the response.

621/07
Notice of Question – Councillor Seamus Keelan (deferred from October Agenda)
(a) “When will the water connection from the top to the bottom of the Moorland Road be     implemented together with associated water hydrants?”

Answer: Response will be available for monthly meeting.
Councillor Keelan agreed to await a response at the next meeting.
(b)“Following the passing of a resolution to reinstate the footpaths on the eastern side of the  Newry Road – Racecourse Road junction to urban boundary, has a report on cost been carried out?”

Answer:  See report on October Agenda – Pat Stuart to Aenat Nic Gabhann dated 17th October 2007

The report was noted by Councillor Keelan.
622/07
Notice of Motion – Councillor Seamus Byrne (deferred from October Agenda)

(a)
 ''When will work commence on the agreed safety measures with regard to the existing wall which interfaces with Beechmount Drive and Farndreg Estate?''

Answer: The Contractor  is due to take delivery of railings this Thursday 18th October, pending delivery works will commence on Monday 22nd October.
Councillor Byrne noted that works are complete.
 

(b)''When will a report be circulated regarding the Council's investigation into the desirability

of providing a footpath between grave rows in the new section of St. Patrick's cemetery. ( request for report agreed unanimously at the June 07 monthly meeting)?''
 

Answer:   See Report on October Agenda – John Lamont to Pat Stuart dated 18/09/2007

The report was noted by Councillor Byrne, who advised that he may bring same back to the Council at a later date.
623/07      Notice of Motion  - Councillor Kevin Meenan (deferred from October Agenda)

“That this Council include in their estimates, funding to carry out urgent roadworks on some of the roads in Bay Estate, a list of which has been provided by Bay Estate Development Group”

Answer:   The roadworks referred to are currently being costed and will be considered as part of the Budget process 2008.

Councillor Meenan was happy with the response.
624/07
Joint Notice of Motion – Councillor Kevin Meenan and Councillor Mark Dearey (deferred from October Agenda)
“In line with our commitments to the Barcelona Declaration, we call on this Council to provide safe access to all our public services, ie. designated bus-steps”

Answer: See Report on October Agenda – John Lamont to Pat Stuart dated 17/10/2007

Councillors Meenan and Deery were happy with the response.

625/07
Notice of Motion(s) – Councillor Mark Dearey
1. “That this Council approve the use of  the Town Hall  for the conduct of Civil Marriage Ceremonies.  And that this Council asks the Town Clerk to write to the Registrar of  the Civil Marriage Registration  Office for Dundalk,  seeking his approval  of  the Town Hall* for the conduct of Civil Marriage ceremonies  having regard to the guidelines published below on November 7th 2007 by the Minister for Health and Children”
Councillor Dearey agreed to defer discussion on this matter to a later meeting.  He requested that the guidelines issued with his motion be forwarded to the members.  Frank Pentony agreed to do so.
2. “That this Council reaffirms the commitments made in the Customer Charter of Louth Local Authorities, when dealing with written and electronic correspondence , that it responds within two working days by issue of a written acknowledgement stating who is dealing with the matter and that  within 4 weeks at most, a comprehensive reply issues.”
Frank Pentony replied that a greater effort will be sought from staff to maintain stated objections.

626/07
Resolutions

This item was noted by the members.

627/07
Conferences


This item was noted by the members.

628/07
Correspondence


This item was noted by the members.

629/07
Chairman’s Notices

1. Councillor Jim D’Arcy referred to the recent Tidy Towns Awards Ceremony and presented the silver medal for members viewing.

2. On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the members agreed that Councillor Jim D’Arcy would attend the Civic Reception on Thursday the 29th of November 2007 at 3.30pm in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dundalk to honour Archbishop Sean Brady’s elevation to Cardinal.  

As there was no further business, the meeting concluded with prayers at 10.25pm

________________________________________________________________
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