DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Dundalk Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Dundalk Town Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 23rd May 2006 at 7.30pm

Present

Chairman Martin Bellew

Also present:

Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Seamus Byrne, Councillor Jim Ryan, Councillor Kevin Meenan
In Attendance

Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer
Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer

Mr. Denis McArdle, Senior Staff Officer

Ms. Lorraine Quigley, Staff Officer

Ms. Mary Capplis, Social Inclusion Officer

Ms. Nessa McCartan, Social Inclusion Analyst

The Meeting commenced with prayers

273/06
VOTE OF CONGRATULATIONS



_______________________________________________________________________
On the proposal of Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by Councillor Martin Bellew, it was agreed that a Vote of Congratulations be sent to Saint Josephs National School, Muirhevnamor on the recent award of Green Flag Status.

274/06
Consideration of Minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposition of Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Councillor Noel Lennon the following minutes were approved and adopted:

Monthly Meeting 25th April 2006

Planning & Development MPC held on 14th February 2006 

Environment, Park & Amenities MPC held on 28th March 2006 


Planning Monthly Meeting held on 9th May 2006
275/06
Matters arising from minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Geraldine Murphy referred to minute number 212/06 and enquired if there was any further progress on the boundary fence at Aisling Park and the Bollards at Bellewsbridge Road?  Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer stated that new bollards had been erected on the Bellewsbridge Road.  Councillor Murphy & Councillor Keelan referred to minute number 223/06 in relation to the illegal dumping at the rear of St. Nicholas Avenue and asked if there was any further progress?  Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer stated that investigations in relation to illegal dumping were ongoing.
Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle referred to minute number 220/06 in relation to Development Levies.  Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk agreed to circulate the Border Midlands & Western Development Levies Report and also confirmed that that Planning Authorities in Northern Ireland do not charge Development levies.  He circulated the information on development levies charged by other local authorities later during the meeting.
Councillor Jim Ryan referred to minute number 236/06 in relation to Development works at the Castletown Road.  It was agreed to discuss this at the next planning meeting.

Councillor Martin Bellew referred to minute number 164/06 in relation to the reimbursement for central heating installations.  Mr. Denis McArdle, Senior Staff Officer, stated that a total of eight applications were outstanding with six ready to be paid, leaving two to be paid in the near future.

276/06
Reviewed tenant participation in estate management
_______________________________________________________________________

Ms. Mary Capplis, Social Inclusion Officer made a presentation to the members. The presentation included background information, concept, models & structures, consultation & involvement and implementation of programme.  Following the presentation questions from Councillor Kevin Meenan and Councillor Geraldine Murphy regarding private estates management and training for Residents Associations were answered by the County Manager and the Social Inclusion Officer.  
277/06
PROGRESS REPORT FOR APRIL
The contents of this report were noted.
278/06
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
Mr. Denis McArdle presented the housing progress report.  Discussion followed with contributions from Councillors Kevin Meenan, Noel Lennon, Seamus Keelan, Ian Dooley & Jim Ryan relating to the policy for relets, reduced numbers of urgent housing needs figures, Lios Dubh housing estate, travellers illegal encampments, relets with central heating, voluntary housing tenant selection and disabled applicants.
279/06
NEWGROVE HOUSING ASSOCIATION 



_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon, it was agreed to provide assistance under Section 6 of the Housing Act 1992 to Newgrove Housing Association.
280/06
UNFINISHED ESTATES REPORT 


_______________________________________________________________________

The report circulated in relation to the above was noted.  Discussion followed with Councillors Ian Dooley, Seamus Keelan, Kevin Meenan, Noel Lennon and Jim Ryan contributing.  The members thanked the Town Engineer for her report and requested that a further report be presented in four months time.  The Town Engineer stated that new policies on taking in charge should go to the Housing MPC.
281/06
EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY (COES ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE)


_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Jim Ryan it was agreed to defer this item for one month.
282/06
EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY – SEAFIELD LAWNS


_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed to proceed with this extinguishment.
283/06
S183 – SALE OF LAND TO TRUSTEES OF CLAN NA GAEL G.F.C.


_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed to dispose of the land as outlined.

284/06
UPDATE ON NATIONAL SPRING CLEAN


_______________________________________________________________________

Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer, gave a presentation on the success of the 2006 National Spring Clean.  Discussion followed with contributions from Councillors Mark Dearey, Kevin Meenan, Seamus Keelan and Seamus Byrne.
285/06
MEMBERSHIP OF NUCLEAR FREE LOCAL AUTHORITIES


______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Byrne, it was agreed that Dundalk Town Council sign up to membership of Nuclear Free Local Authorities.  Councillors Mark Dearey, Jim D’Arcy, Seamus Keelan and Jim Ryan all contributed to the discussion.

286/06
RED BARNS ROAD UPDATE


_______________________________________________________________________

The letter of 3rd May 2006 from An Bord Pleanala was noted following a contribution from Councillor Noel Lennon.

287/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR IAN DOOLEY


_______________________________________________________________________

“That this Council write to the Health Service Executive asking what progress has been made on the provision of the CT Scanner at Louth County Hospital announced in December 2005 and also ask has the work needed to support the scanner been carried out”
On the proposal of Councillor Ian Dooley and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, the motion as presented was passed.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed to send a delegation to the Louth County Hospital Medical Board.

288/06
CONFERENCES



_______________________________________________________________________

The conferences were noted.
289/06
MUSIC BURSARIES IN COMMITTEE


_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon, the Annual Music Bursary Awards were agreed.

McArdle Award – Ms. Lucy Manning

Dundalk Town Council Award


1st –  Ms. Aine McGeeney


2nd – Mr. Liam Monaghee


3rd – Mr. Eoghan Murphy
290/06
VOTE OF CONDOLENCE


______________________________________________________________________

on the proposal of Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed to send a letter of condolence to the family of the late Paddy Dixon R.I.P.

291/06
RESOLUTIONS



_______________________________________________________________________

The resolutions were noted.

292/06
CORRESPONDENCE



_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon, it was agreed that Councillor Jim Ryan attend the Annual General Meeting of Irish Public Bodies Members Mutual Insurances if Councillor Mary Grehan was unable to attend.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

The meeting ended with Prayers

__________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes confirmed at meeting

Held on ________ day of ________ 2005

______________

Cathaoirleach

_________________

Cleireach an Bhaile
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