DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Dundalk Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Dundalk Town Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 28th march 2006 at 7.30pm

Present

Chairman Martin Bellew

Also present:

Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Seamus Byrne
APOLOGIES

Councillor Jim Ryan, Councillor Mary Grehan
In Attendance

Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Housing Officer

Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer
Ms. Susan Deery, Assistant Staff Officer
Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer
Ms. Bernadette Woods, Financial Accountant
The Meeting commenced with prayers

A vote of sympathy was proposed by Chairman Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan to the family of the late Mr. Benny McCrave

A Vote of Sympathy was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Byrne to the family of the late Syl Rodgers, former Council employee.

The Chairman Martin Bellew welcomed Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer to the Council Meeting.  He stated that Mr. Lawrence was most welcome to Dundalk Town Council and wished him all the best with his future career.

162/06
Consideration of Minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposition of Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the following minutes were approved and adopted:

Environment, Parks & Recreation & Amenity MPC 24th January 2006 
Council Monthly Meeting 28th February 2006 

Planning Monthly Meeting 14th March 2006
163/06
Matters arising from minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Kevin Meenan referred to Page 2 of the Monthly Meeting Minutes, minute number 100/06 in relation to the Deputation from Langfield Residents Association.  He thanked the Town Engineer, Ms. Catherine Duff for the replies given to the questions raised by the Deputation and proposed that this item be placed on the Agenda for the April monthly meeting.
Councillor Meenan asked Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, if there was any word in relation to the houses in Glenwood?  Mr. Byrne stated that he had met with the Department officials recently and has forwarded to them our revised proposals, to which the Council has received no reply as yet.

164/06
housing progress report
_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Seamus Keelan enquired about the current position regarding the northern sector drainage project.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff, stated that the signing of the contract is imminent and the wayleaves are currently being served.

The Chairman, Martin Bellew stated that he was very surprised that that there was no conclusion to the compensation in lieu of installation of heating in OPD’s.  He stated that what is needed now is clarification on the numbers still waiting for compensation to be paid.  Councillor Seamus Keelan stated that the estimates were passed on the condition of changing all central heating to gas and compensation being paid out.  He added that it was now nearly April and still there are a number of residents who still have not been paid.  Councillor Keelan requested assurance from the Council that those cheques would be issued.  Councillor Bellew also enquired to the numbers of residents who have applied for compensation and have not yet received compensation?  Councillor Ian Dooley then enquired if there were any plans to connect the OPD’s in Riverside Crescent to the natural gas system?  Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, answered Councillor Dooley’s question by stating that there was presently no natural gas network north of the Castletown River and she was not sure of the exact date of heating installation in Riverside Crescent.  In relation to Councillor Bellew’s question she stated that there were currently six applications for compensation with Mr. Stephen Cull, Assistant Engineer, at the moment.  The heating systems need to be inspected by the gas contractor on the Council’s behalf and assuming they are passed, compensation can then be paid.  Councillor Martin Bellew, then asked Ms. Duff, Town Engineer, what if the installations were not gas?  Ms. Duff replied by stating that the six applications in at the moment are from people who have installed gas central heating.
165/06
PROGRESS REPORT
The contents of this report were noted.
166/06

AUDIT REPORT 2004
The Town Clerk, Mr. Frank Pentony outlined the aspect of the Auditor Report 2004 in relation to the Stores which stated that they were working satisfactorily, and this has been confirmed by spot checks carried out on an intermittent basis.  A number of issues raised within the report were outlined by Mr. Pentony: 

· Development Levies where the auditors want all outstanding monies to be followed up.  

· Control of accounts in relation to reconciliation agencies e.g. Museum, Arts Centre etc.  
· Income/Expenditure Account was €1,142,000 in defecit and a surplus of €6.21million was noted

· In relation to the outstanding monies due from the Department in relation to Dundalk Main Drainage and Sewerage Scheme, the Town Clerk stated he was confident that this money will be refunded to the Council this year.

It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Jim Ryan that the Management letter referred to in the report would be circulated to the members and this was agreed.  Councillor Keelan then added that he hoped the 2005 report would be circulated sooner than the 2003 report was circulated to the members.  He also stated that he hoped the problem concerning the stores would be overcome and he looked for assurance that they would not reoccur.  The Town Clerk admitted that the stores reconciliation did take longer than anticipated and it was September 2005 before the Stores was re-opened.  He assured the members that the balance at the end of 2005 would be correct.  He also pointed out that the audit for 2003 and 2004 were completed in 2005 but the programme was now back on schedule.
Councillor Mark Dearey referred to page 30 in relation to over/under expenditure and enquired to the amount of €570,000 in Programme 1 Housing & Building which appeared to be under-spent.  Ms. Bernadette Woods, Financial Accountant explained that it was a case of overspending due to anticipated income not being realised.  Councillor Dearey then referred to the figure on page 32 which seemed to have doubled.  Ms. Woods advised the members that this figure had not in fact doubled as it was actually the adjustment for the previous years because the Council only took on the debtors in 2003 and therefore there was no significant increase in 2004.

The adoption of the Auditors Report for 2004 was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey.

167/06
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2006-2009 



_______________________________________________________________________

The Town Clerk, Mr. Frank Pentony conveyed apologies for the non-attendance of Ms. Joan Smith, Administrative Officer who was ill and could not attend the meeting.  The Chairman Martin Bellew also conveyed apologies from Councillor Jim Ryan.
Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk presented the Capital Account 2006-2009 to the members which submitted by the Council in accordance with the Local Government Act 2001.  He stated that the costs outlined within the document are strictly estimates at this stage as tenders have not been sought/received as yet.  He also indicated that the commencement dates are also estimated.

Councillor Seamus Keelan stated that this was a very impressive document and that it was obvious who was the Premier Authority in the County.  Councillor Keelan raised a number of questions and comments  in relation to the document: 

· Was there going to be a Phase 2 in relation to the Northern Sector Phase SLI?  Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer stated that there is going to be a Phase 2 and the Council are already in discussions with developers in relation to the provision of the required infrastructure
· Part V Housing:  Councillor Keelan stated he read with alarm that numerous Local Authorities in the country are not being provided with housing units under this scheme, but accepting cash deposits instead.  He stated that he hoped that Dundalk Town Council was not one of these Local Authorities.  Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer stated that at the beginning of the programme this Local Authority would have taken financial contributions.  However, at the moment this Council are actively looking for units and have signed contracts in relation to an additional twelve housing schemes.  He assured the members that this Council are taking units or land which is the policy and are insisting on this.
· Councillor Keelan welcomed the proposed Bridge Street/Church Street Refurbishment allocation which in the past received no funding.  He enquired if this development would have to go to Part VIII with Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk confirming that it would have to go to public display.

Councillor Mark Dearey referred to the issue of Social Housing and stated that it was great to see and was commendable given the financial restraints.  He stated he was also delighted to see the Bridge/Church Street refurbishment programme and that finally some money has been allocated to this part of the town.   Councillor Dearey asked the Town Clerk if the amount allocated to Market Square was sufficient? The Town Clerk replied by stating that the amount in the report is purely an estimate and until the design is complete, the Council will not know how much it is expected to cost.  The County Manager, Ms. Martina Moloney added that the Council may also look at the possibility of a PPP Development for the Market Square in Dundalk.

Councillor Kevin Meenan complimented the staff of the Town Council on the report which is very easy to read.  He enquired if the proposed housing at the Blackrock Road was Social or Affordable?  Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer stated that this development was social housing.
Councillor Ian Dooley also expressed his compliments on this ambitious presentation.  He asked the Town Engineer if the replacement of windows in social housing was on the plan.  The Town Engineer, Ms. Catherine Duff stated that it was not under Capital with the County Manager, Ms. Martina Moloney stating that it was in the revenue budget under Planned Maintenance.

Councillor Noel Lennon also expressed his compliments and enquired to a start date for the improvement works for the Red Barns Road.  He also welcomed the plans for Blackrock walk way which will provide safe guards in relation to flooding.

Councillor Geraldine Murphy referred to the boundary between the Aisling Park houses and the proposed Aisling Community Park which she felt is insufficient as the garden walls are acting as the boundary.  Councillor Murphy asked the Council to respect the privacy of the residents and to rectify the problem.  Councillor Martin Bellew also agreed with Councillor Murphy stating that the Council should erect a fence to secure the privacy of the homeowners.  Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, stated that the Council would look at this problem.
Councillor Martin Bellew welcomed the report.  He referred to the Public Lighting Improvement Programme and stated that he believes that the previous phases should be re-examined to ensure that no lights were overlooked.  He also proposed that an audit should be carried out, before we move onto the last phase of the programme.  Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, stated that the Council have asked for a review to be carried out with an audit to follow.  Councillor Bellew stated he was not happy with the date of 2008 for the programme to start in St. Leonards Gardens and Toberona Park.  He added that by waiting this long to install amenity parks in these areas we are letting the public down, as these facilities should have been built alongside the housing.  He proposed that in the future we look for money for amenity facilities when providing housing.  Councillor Bellew welcomed the works proposed for Clarkes Forest and the Windmill and stated he was glad to see the anticipated completion date in 2008.
This adoption of the Capital Programme 2006-2009 as circulated was proposed by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan.

168/06
MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION PD ref 05/336 Proposed Change of Use at 86 Bridge Street, Dundalk.


_______________________________________________________________________

Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer, outlined that the proposed change of use materially contravenes the Development Plan.  A roll call vote was taken with a unanimous vote in favour of the application as follows:
In Favour; Councillors Bellew, Byrne, Darcy, Dearey, Dooley, Keelan, Lennon, Meenan, Murphy, O’Boyle.

Against: None. 


Absent: Councillors Grehan, Ryan

169/06
PART VIII – PEDESTRIAN LINKAGES BETWEEN RAMPART ROAD AND DUNDALK TOWN CENTRE


_______________________________________________________________________
Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer outlined the proposed works between Park Street and Rampart Road.

Councillor Eamon O’Boyle enquired whether or not this plan would mean that Riverlane would be open to traffic?  Ms. Duff replied that the work only affects the footpath.
The adoption of the County Managers report as circulated was proposed by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Kevin Meenan.

Councillor Martin Bellew outlined to the Town Engineer that after heavy showers, the roadway outside the Marshes Shopping Centre is flooding heavily.  He also added that this Council should make contact with the Manager of the Shopping Centre as the traffic lights are sitting on red on the Rampart Road even when there is no traffic emerging from the shopping centre.  He proposed that the Town Engineer and the Manager of the Marshes Shopping Centre should meet and iron out the numerous problems.  Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer stated she would follow up on this request.

Councillor Ian Dooley supported Councillor Bellew and also added that the lights on Church Street/The Laurels  are also sitting on red when no traffic is using the other lane.  He added that this is also the case in numerous locations around the town.

170/06
DUNDALK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN



_______________________________________________________________________

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, made a presentation on this plan to the members.

Councillor Seamus Keelan stated he was disappointed that there was no specific reference to the interchange on the Armagh Road.  Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk replied by stating that it is not an exhaustive list and does not specifically mention each road initiative.  Councillor Keelan then welcomed the appointment of a Dundalk man who has been appointed as Chairman of the Group.  Councillor Kevin Meenan asked when can the members gain a copy of the Action Plan?  Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager stated that the group still need to come together and finalise the actions.
Councillor Mark Dearey told the group that he recently attended the “Beyond the Bypass” Conference which have been noted within this plan.  Firstly there are specific indications that all the sectors are working together which shows teamwork and accurate assessment.  Councillor Dearey then wished Mr. Peter Malone, the recently appointed Chairman all the best with his new job and congratulated him on the eight point plan which has covered every area.  He stated he seen the sectors being embraced within the plan and incorporated into the future of Dundalk.  Finally, Councillor Dearey stated that he has noted the statistics and stated that Quality of Life will be a problem in the future which we can address through planning, housing etc. 

Councillor Martin Bellew stated he agreed with the previous speakers and noted the enthusiasm at the launch.  He told the members that during his recent visit to New York, he visited the IDA who were all very aware of the town’s strengths and excellent infrastructure provided over the previous years and is trying to improve the image of Dundalk and the surrounding areas.  He concluded by wishing Mr. Malone and the committee the best of luck for the future.
171/06
RED BARNS ROAD


_______________________________________________________________________

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, reported that the Council were still awaiting a response from An Bord Pleanála to the Oral Hearing.  Councillor Noel Lennon stated that this was satisfactory to hear.

172/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARTIN BELLEW



_______________________________________________________________________

“That this Council establish a Rapid Response Unit to deal with any illegal dumping incidents that occur in Dundalk’s Town Council area”

Answer: Both Litter Wardens are contactable by mobile phone and are available to respond to all reported instances of illegal dumping.  In addition, the councils cleaning staff respond to illegal dumping when reported.  Unfortunately many instances occur after normal working hours and in many cases that matter remains unreported for a few days.
Councillor Martin Bellew stated that he was not happy with the above response and in general most of the responses the members get for the Notice of Motions are normally negative.  He told the members that the results of the IBAL League speak for themselves and that the Council are very good at cleaning  those areas which are viewed, but have not got the resources to tackle the problem of littering.  He stated that the Council should address this issue and the Notice of Motion.  Councillor Seamus Keelan supported this motion along with Councillor Noel Lennon.

Councillor Mark Dearey stated he agreed with the Chairman in relation to the tone of the answers received in relation to the Motions.  He suggested that the public should be made aware of the litter hotline number.  He also proposed that the Council write to the Minister of the Environment and seek further funding for the purpose of litter collection and to state there is a definite problem with resources in Dundalk Town Council in relation to personnel.
Councillor Kevin Meenan endorsed this Motion and added that graffiti is also a problem facing the Town of Dundalk.  He requested a report from the Environment Section in relation to how many complaints are received by the Environmental Section and how many littered areas exist at present.  He also suggested there should be a meeting held to deal with this problem.  He concluded by commending the Chairman.
Councillor Martin Bellew suggested that the Council should urge the population of Dundalk to manage their own waste through the facilities already in place.  He added that it was regrettable to see the scale of dumping in the town. He commended Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer, Environment Section and the outdoor staff of the Town Council for the work they do on a daily basis.  
Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle asked if there was a Litter Hotline available to which Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk confirmed that the Louth Local Authorities Hotline number also handles queries in the town area.

Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager stated that there was no stream of funding available to improve the tackling of illegal dumping and that the Councils have to fund the Environment Sections out of their own resources.  She also stated that the Officials agreed with the members that this is a priority issue and that the Rapid Response Unit proposal would be brought to the next Budget Meeting for consideration.

173/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARTIN BELLEW



______________________________________________________________________

That this Council when dealing with future Applications for Hoarding Licences consider informing occupants of the building/properties on each side of the premises/location with a view to obtaining their opinions of same before licences are granted”

Answer: I attach a copy of our standard contracts for granting Hoarding Licences.  This licence operates under Section 254 of the Planning & Development Act.
Councillor Martin Bellew stated he was not happy with the reply given.  He proposed that the Council change the policy for dealing with Hoarding Licences that next door neighbours are notified of the application so that they can be informed before the Hoarding Licence is granted.  This was seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan.  
Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer agreed in principal but was not sure of the operation.  It would therefore be implemented on a trial basis.

174/06
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR MARTIN BELLEW



_______________________________________________________________________

“What is the present position regarding the playing fields/amenities at Toberona?”
Answer: A brief has been prepared and is currently being reviewed by the officials.  It is expected to bring the brief to the April Council Meeting
Councillor Martin Bellew accepted this reply but added that this proposal is very slow at being implemented.
175/06
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR MARTIN BELLEW



_______________________________________________________________________

“What is the present position regarding the Long Stay Car Parks in Dundalk?”

Answer: Rampart Road Long Stay Car Park currently going through Part VIII Planning Procedures.  It will be before the Council at the April Council Meeting The lease on the Linenhall Street Car Park has been agreed and a consultant will be appointed shortly to prepare contract documents, with a view to going to tender.
Councillor Martin Bellew accepted this answer and congratulated the Town Clerk for progress to date.

176/06
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR MARTIN BELLEW

_______________________________________________________________________

“Has any work commenced in relation to the planning or costing to the upgrading of the Forest Part at the Ramparts (Clarks Forest) as promised at the 2005 Budget Meeting?”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Answer: A brief is being developed for the appointment of a consultant
Councillor Martin Bellew asked the Town Engineer when will the brief be completed?  Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer stated that she would answer this question at a later date.

177/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR GERALDINE MURPHY


_______________________________________________________________________

“That this Council provides proper illuminated traffic calming measures at Bellewsbridge / Fatima area as a matter of urgency”

Councillor Geraldine Murphy stated that this proposal had been passed previously to gain traffic calming measures. However, they are still not completed properly as the illumination on the centre isle is very bad.  She asked when this illumination would be implemented?  Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle seconded this notice of question stating that he was very disappointed as the island is virtually invisible at night.  
The Town Engineer stated that this would be included in the Budget. This answer also covers the Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Seamus Keelan which was as follows: 
Notice of Motion – Councillor Seamus Keelan

“That the barrier placed on the Bellewsbridge Road opposite Fatima Park (No’s 1-13) as part of traffic calming measures be removed or upgraded due to the number of accidents and near accidents that have resulted from its positioning”

Answer: The supplier of bollards used at traffic island was brought to site to review the problems being experienced. He recommended a larger and more reflective type bollard. These bollards are presently on order and will be installed as soon as they arrive on site. Their success will be monitored.
178/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY



_______________________________________________________________________

“That the National Flag of Ireland and the Flag of the European Union are hung in the Town Council Chamber”

Councillor Mark Dearey complimented the Council for the provision erection of the above flags in the Council Chamber.  Councillor Seamus Keelan seconded the proposal with Councillor Ian Dooley supporting this motion.  Councillor Seamus Keelan added that the 1916 Proclamation should be hung in the foyer in the Town Hall.  Councillor Martin Bellew asked if there should be a protocol committee of the Council to deal with items like these, which Councillor Keelan supported.
179/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY



_______________________________________________________________________

“That by the end of June 2006 this Planning Authority, in accordance with the Dundalk Development Plan 2003-2009 put on public display an Area Action Plan for "Policy Priority Area 12" incorporating adjoining riverside areas:  that this plan provide for high quality off road or elevated cycle lanes and footpaths with specific emphasis on links between residential areas and  work , recreation and schools (particularly the De La Salle/ Dun Lughaidh and the St. Mary's/Colaiste Ris.  And in addition that Dundalk Town Council work with Louth County Council in linking any proposed cycle route starting at the Border to the Dundalk cycle network at the Racecourse Town Boundary”

Councillor Mark Dearey sought clarification to this Motion to which the Town Engineer, Catherine Duff stated that the plan had been sent to the County and would reply at a later stage.  Councillor Seamus Keelan supported this motion.
180/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY



_______________________________________________________________________

Could a schedule of masterplanning and local area planning for the next twelve months be provided by the planning section?
Answer: 
There are currently two master plans and two local area plans in the pipework at various stages of development.

1. South West Local Area Plan. 
The public consultation period expired on 23rd January and the Manager’s Report will be attached to the February meeting agenda for the Councillor’s consideration. 

2. Rockview Farm Local Area Plan. 
Agreement has been reached that through Section 18 of the Planning Act 2000 that the developer’s consultation scheme will prepare the Local Area Plan on behalf of the Town Council, with officials retaining overall control and direction on its content. No date given for submission of first working draft but normal Local Area Plan procedures will be invoked when officials are satisfied with Local Area Plan’s contents.

 

3. Mount Avenue Masterplan. 
Notice published in paper and e-tender web site advertising for parties interested in the preparation of the master plan. Closing date is 10th March at which time all submissions are vetted and best four or five candidates are approached to submit tender documents for further consideration and assessment.

 

4. Armagh Road Masterplan. 
The Council has been in discussion with the land owner’s representatives who have produced a working draft of the masterplan. We have replied to the draft and will be progressing with numerous alterations and additions. The land owner has prematurely submitted an application for planning permission with the draft masterplan attached. As the masterplan has to be finalized before the Council is ready to make a decision on the application, it is likely that Further Information will be sought on the application in order to rectify this issue.  
Councillor Mark Dearey stated he was happy with this answer.

181/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN



______________________________________________________________________

“That this Council provide funding in the 2007 estimates for piping drains on the Racecourse Road from the new housing estate to the last habitable house in the interest of safety”

Councillor Keelan outlined that quite a number of children are frequenting this road and more than often there is flooding occurring.  He stated that this was something that needed to be considered at the next Estimates Meeting.  Councillor Ian Dooley seconded this Motion.  

The Town Engineer, Ms. Catherine Duff stated she would get Mr. Peter McVeigh, Senior EExecutive Engineer, Water Services, to look at this area in question.

182/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN



_______________________________________________________________________

“That the barrier placed on the Bellewsbridge Road opposite Fatima Park (No’s 1-13) as part of traffic calming measures be removed or upgraded due to the number of accidents and near accidents that have resulted from its positioning”

Answer: The supplier of bollards used at traffic island was brought to site to review the problems being experienced. He recommended a larger and more reflective type bollard. These bollards are presently on order and will be installed as soon as they arrive on site. Their success will be monitored.
Councillor Keelan stated he was happy with this reply.

183/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN



______________________________________________________________________

“Following the Ferguson McIlveen Draft report given to the members some years ago, when will the final report be made available?”

Answer:  The final report is available for your information from the Town Clerks Office.
Councillor Keelan stated he was happy with this reply.

184/06
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS KEELAN



_______________________________________________________________________

“When will the traffic calming measures and footpath renewal at Dowdalshill /  Newry Road be started?”

Answer:  

Site appraisal and measurement is currently underway. Detailed design stage will follow. Upon completion of design, contract documentation will be prepared and project will be put out to tender. It is anticipated that successful contractor will commence on site in August/September 2006.
185/06
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE

_______________________________________________________________________

“Since the introduction of the amended levies scheme under the 2000 Planning & Development Act, what sums of money approximately has this Council received in development charges for the intervening years and how has these monies been discharged as per this Government’s Guidelines?  May I request that a detailed list of possible of the levies collected to date by this Council under the above amended scheme be made available to the Members of this Council as well as clear information on how the levies charged by this Council compare with the levies charged by Newry & Mourne District Council and by Councils in our neighbouring counties within the BMW Region with particular regard to fostering and sustaining job creation within Dundalk and its environs on an equally competitive basis?”

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, stated he would have a reply to this Notice of Question for the next meeting in April.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

The meeting ended with Prayers

__________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes confirmed at meeting

Held on ________ day of ________ 2005

______________

Cathaoirleach

_________________

Cleireach an Bhaile
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