DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Dundalk Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Dundalk Town Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 25th july 2006 at 7.30pm

Present

Chairman Noel Lennon
Also present:

Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Martin Bellew, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, Councillor Seamus Byrne, Councillor Jim Ryan, 

APOLOGIES:

Councillor Geraldine Murphy
In Attendance

Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Ms. Catherine Duff, Acting Town Clerk
Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer

Mr. Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer

The meeting commenced with Prayers

414/06
Consideration of Minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Byrne the following minutes were approved and adopted:


Annual General meeting held on 27th June 2006 


Monthly Meeting held on 27th June 2006 


Planning Monthly Meeting held on 11th July 2006 
415/06
Matters arising from minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

councillor Ian Dooley referred to minute number 355/06 in relation to replacing windows in Meadow Grove OPD’s.  Ms Catherine Duff, Acting Town Clerk replied stating that the quotation received was considered excessive and was returned to the tenderer and that additional prices are being sought.
Councillor Martin Bellew referred to minute number 337/06 and requested that the Town Engineer look into long term proposals for landscaping of the area that would be suitable for Old Age Pensioners to maintain.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff agreed to report back on same at the next monthly meeting.

Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to minute number 334/06 and was advised that no further communication had been received from the Hospital Medical Board.  On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed that Dundalk Town Council write again to the Hospital Medical Board seeking a request for a delegation.

Councillor Kevin Meenan referred to minute number 353/06.  The Acting Town Clerk Catherine Duff advised that Dundalk Town Council will shortly advertise for relief Adult School Traffic Wardens and that this location will considered.  The Acting Town Clerk Catherine Duff further confirmed that Planning Permission for the neighbourhood centre included traffic calming measures on Hoeys Lane.
Councillor Jim Ryan referred to a previous discussion regarding bonfires.  On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey, it was agreed that the introduction of Bye-Laws would be considered and this process to commence at the January 2006 meeting.
416/06
housing progress report
_______________________________________________________________________

The contents of the report were noted
417/06
PROGRESS REPORT FOR JULY 

_______________________________________________________________________

The contents of the report were noted.
418/06
DRAFT LOUTH HERITAGE PLAN
Mr. Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer, made a presentation to the members on the draft Louth Heritage Plan.  Following the presentation, questions and observations on the draft plan were made by Councillors Keelan, Dearey, Ryan, O’Boyle, and Byrne.  The County Manager and Heritage Officer replied to members questions.

On the proposal of Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed to progress the plan to Public Consultation phase.

419/06
WATER SERVICES – ASSESSMENT OF NEEDS 2007-2014 DRAFT PROGRAMME
The above report was circulated at the meeting.  Councillors Byrne and Keelan questioned elements of the report including expansion requirements for the waste water / water treatment plant over the next five years, drinking water wastage.  Under the Armagh Road Serviced Land Initiative Councillor Seamus Keelan queried whether the current contract provided for a water main on the Moorland Road?   The Acting Town Clerk Catherine Duff replied that a report from the Sanitary Services Engineer would be sought and relayed to the members.
420/06
PART 8 NEWRY ROAD CYCLE LANES 



_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey, it was agreed by the members to progress this scheme with Phase 1 to commence from the Town Boundary to the Racecourse Road Junction.
421/06
MOURNEVALE RIGHT OF WAY 



_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed by the members to defer this item to the August Monthly Meeting.
422/06
RED BARNS ROAD UPDATE

_______________________________________________________________________

The update was noted.
423/06
NOMINATION FOR NEAGH-BANN RIVER BASIN ADVISORY COUNCIL

_______________________________________________________________________

	NOMINEE
	PROPOSER & SECONDER

	Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle
	Proposed by Councillor Jim D’Arcy
Seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey


424/06
NOMINATION OF REPRESENTATIVES ON TWIN CITY PROJECT SUB COMMITTEE


_______________________________________________________________________

	NOMINEE
	PROPOSER & SECONDER

	Councillor Ian Dooley
	Proposed by Councillor Kevin Meenan

Seconded by Councillor Martin Bellew

	Councillor Seamus Byrne
	Proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan

Seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon


425/06
NOMINATION FOR NEWRY DUNDALK FARMERS MARKET SUB COMMITEE


_______________________________________________________________________

	NOMINEE
	PROPOSER & SECONDER

	Councillor Martin Bellew
	Proposed by Councillor Jim Ryan

Seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan

	Councillor Seamus Keelan
	Proposed by Councillor Seamus Byrne

Seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon

	Councillor Jim D’Arcy
	Proposed by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle

Seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey


426/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY


_______________________________________________________________________

“That a pedestrian walk way be opened up at the  northern corner of the Council Car Park nearest the cinema to eliminate the practice of people climbing across the now broken wall and flower bed”
On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey, it was agreed to amend the motion to provide for the upgrading of the carpark to similar standard to that of Boyds Car Park adjacent.
Ms. Catherine Duff, Acting Town Clerk agreed to examine the proposal and bring the costing forward for works in 2007.

427/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY


_______________________________________________________________________

“That this Council support the Union of Students of Ireland in their call for

· A freeze in registration fees this coming academic year.

· The Dept of Education to immediately publish the income limits for the Student Grant payments.

· The prompt payment by Local Authorities of Student Grants”

This motion was seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle with contributions made by Councillors Keelan, Bellew and Ryan.
428/06
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY


______________________________________________________________________

“Would the engineers see merit in investigating the viability of providing a district heating scheme to a future housing development in the Newry Road area using the methane currently being extracted from the former landfill site and the heat currently being drawn off the new composting facility at the civic amenity centre?”

Answer: The Council will investigate the viability of this proposal.

Councillor Mark Dearey welcomed the response.  Supporting the motion Councillor Keelan and Councillor Byrne.  The Acting Town Clerk Catherine Duff advised the members that the gas measurements recorded will be forwarded to Sustainable Energy Ireland for their comment.
429/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS BYRNE


_______________________________________________________________________

“That monies be made available to provide for the resurfacing of St .Nicholas Avenue at the earliest possible opportunity”
Answer: There is no available monies in the 2006 Road Budget to carry out proposed works at St. Nicholas Avenue within the current year.  However, St. Nicholas Avenue can be surveyed this year with the intention of possible inclusion in the 2007 Road Works Programme.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Jim Ryan with contribution from Councillor Seamus Keelan.
430/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR SEAMUS BYRNE


_______________________________________________________________________

“That this Council reinstate the capping on the piers along the Boundary Fence (St. Alphonsus Road) at the swimming pool/leisure centre”

Answer: Dundalk Town Council have arranged to have the capping for the wall replaced
Councillor Byrne stated he was happy that works were to be undertaken.

431/06
CONFERENCES



_______________________________________________________________________

The conferences were noted.

432/06
RESOLUTIONS



_______________________________________________________________________

The resolutions were noted.

433/06
CIVIC RECEPTION FOR RODDY SCHOOL OF DANCING


_______________________________________________________________________

Chairman Noel Lennon proposed that Dundalk Town Council host a Civic Reception to recognise the achievements of the Roddy School of Dancing in winning two World Titles recently.  The members agreed to this proposal.  Suitable dates to be ascertained.
434/06
COMBINED MONTHLY & PLANNING MEETING



_______________________________________________________________________

The Chairman Noel Lennon proposed that a combined Monthly & Planning Meeting be held on 22nd August 2006 with a 6.30pm start.  The members agreed to this proposal.

435/06
CORRESPONDENCE



_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Ian Dooley referred to the Health Service Executive correspondence concerning the CT Scanner approved for the Louth County Hospital.  A discussion ensued with contributions from Councillors O’Boyle, Bellew and Byrne.  On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Byrne and seconded by Councillor Jim Ryan, it was agreed that Dundalk Town Council write to the staff of Louth County Hospital seeking their views on the proposed scanner.

436/06
PARKING METERS AT DEMESNE SHOPPING CENTRE



______________________________________________________________________

On the proposal of Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded by Councillor Martin Bellew, it was agreed that Dundalk Town Council write to the owner of the private parking meters at this location to change the colour of their meters to make them clearly identifiable as not Dundalk Town Council meters.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

The meeting ended with Prayers

__________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes confirmed at meeting

Held on ________ day of ________ 2006
______________

Cathaoirleach

_________________

Cleireach an Bhaile
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