DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Dundalk Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Dundalk Town Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 24th january 2006 at 7.30pm

Present

Vice Chairperson, Councillor Seamus Byrne, presided
Also present:
Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Eamon O’Boyle, Councillor Jim Ryan, Councillor Geraldine Murphy
In Attendance
Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Housing Officer
Ms. Susan Deery, Assistant Staff Officer

Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer
Apologies:
Councillor Martin Bellew

Councillor Mary Grehan

The Meeting commenced with prayers
42/06
presentation on northern sector sli by patrick j. tobin & co. limtied consultant engineers


_______________________________________________________________________

The Chair, Councillor Seamus Byrne welcomed and introduced Mr. Tony Murray & Mr. Brendan Murray of P.J. Tobin & Co. Limited, to the council meeting.  A handout was circulated which contained the presentation plus two maps of the scheme.

Councillor Seamus Keelan thanked Mr. Murray for his presentation and asked them to clarify that the scheme being referred to is actually going to service for the new 138 houses being provided on the Armagh Road and what is the extend of the drainage capacity involved in the scheme.  Mr. Murray replied that the scheme extends from the Doylefort Road to the Estuary and the boundary and the catchment area will be served by the pipeline.  Councillor Keelan also asked if the scheme was in draft to which he was advised that the scheme had not yet been adopted and was still in draft format as a preliminary design was done in 2003 and as it is needed then the scheme will be rolled out by whoever is fronting the scheme.  Figures will need to be adjusted accordingly each year.  Councillor Keelan also enquired if there has been any interest from developers in the scheme and he was told that as yet there have been no interested developers.  The Town Engineer added that this scheme was being funded through the Department and the Town Council and there is no funding for any additional areas not included in the initial scheme.  Councillor Keelan asked if there was an estimate costing on the proposal to which the Town Engineer stated that the estimated cost was €1.1million
Councillor Eamon O’Boyle asked if the project would commence in February 2006 and be completed in six months.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff confirmed this and stated that the contracts were to be signed within the next number of weeks.  Councillor O’Boyle enquired to how much the project would cost and the Town Engineer stated that this project was to be funded by the Department and the Town Council where the Department would fund approximately 30% of the total cost.  

Councillor Mark Dearey asked if there were any implications for the residents living near St. Helena’s Park? Mr. Murray advised him that the pipeline would be buried underground and therefore not visible to the public.  Councillor Dearey also asked if it was a viable option or should we go for the alternative?  Mr. Murray advised that when the scheme gets to the detailed design stage then it will become more viable.

Councillor Seamus Keelan enquired about the new factory outlet centre on the Inner Relief Road and the new hospital at the Ballymac Roundabout and if they would be serviced by this new scheme.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff advised that the factory outlet centre would be included in catchment “A” but she was not sure how the hospital would be serviced as it was in the County area.

The Acting Chairperson, Councillor Seamus Byrne thanked Tobins for their presentation and clarity of their material.

43/06

Consideration of Minutes
_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposition of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle the following minutes were approved and adopted:
Joint Planning & Monthly Meeting 13th December 2005

Planning Meeting 10th January 2005
44/06

Matters arising from minutes
_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Ian Dooley referred to minute number 710/05 and asked the Housing Officer, Jim Byrne if there was an update report complied in relation to Anti Social Behaviour and if not was it in progress at the moment.  Mr. Byrne replied that it was being processed and would be circulated at the next meeting.
45/06

Housing progress report
_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Seamus Keelan outlined that he had been contacted by members of the public in relation to the development on the Armagh Road.  It appeared that the contractor was attempting to gain access to the site from the Doylesfort Road through the land.  Councillor Keelan was seeking assurance from the Council that this was not the situation and the only access onto the site would be from the Armagh Road.  This was seconded by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle.  Councillor Ian Dooley also added that each councillor had been contacted over the past week in relation to the same query.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff stated that she was not aware of any proposed access from the Doylesfort Road but will revert to the council if there is any change of plans.  Councillor Keelan stated he was glad of this assurance from the Town Engineer.
 Councillor Kevin Meenan asked the Town Engineer if there was any update on the derelict bungalow on Slieve Row Crescent.  The Town Engineer replied that the owner had been contacted in the interim and has been in contact with a contractor to carry out repairs.  Councillor Meenan asked if the council would write to the owner to ensure that works were being carried out as it was a health hazard.

Councillor Geraldine Murphy raised a query in relation to the vacant bungalows at Aisling Park and was advised by the Town Engineer that the Contractor is to submit their Health & Safety Statement and she expected the demolition work to commence shortly.

46/06
PRESENTATION ON REMEDIAL & REGENERATION WORKS SCHEME AT MUIRHEVNAMOR BY VAN DIJK ARCHITECTS
Vice Chairman, Councillor Seamus Byrne welcomed Mr. Jan Van Dijk to the meeting.  Mr. Van Dijk presented a presentation on the scheme to the Council which was circulated after the meeting.

Councillor Byrne thanked Mr. Van Dijk for the presentation to which he added was possibly one of the finest presentations made during his time as a member of the council.

Councillor Mark Dearey also thanked Mr. Van Dijk and asked had they been in contact with the contractors who carried out the regeneration of Ballymun? Mr. Van Dijk explained that they had examined the process and stated that even though the housing development is nicer than the one it had replaced, it was still an architect’s idea rather than residents input.  Mulchahy & McDonough are on board and Van Dijk architects will be liaising with these consultants who will advise of what worked in Ballymun.  Councillor Dearey also added that the consultants had formed Ballymun Regeneration Limited.  The County Manager, Ms. Martina Moloney stated that there was no intention of forming a separate company and the council was in the process of forming a steering committee and currently the project manager has been recruited.  She also assured that this scheme would be completely different than Ballymun and there would be a closer relationship with the tenants.
Councillor Noel Lennon welcomed the content of the presentation and the manner, practical and down to earth way it was presented.  He also added that Muirhevnamor was a very large estate which has suffered a lot but has also developed a community spirit and deserve this regeneration – the residents should be made proud.
Councillor Kevin Meenan stated that he has lived in Muirhevnamor for twenty years and is very passionate about this area.  He stated that before tonight he was both sceptical and excited about this project and now after hearing Mr. Van Dijk he is less sceptical and more excited.   Councillor Meenan added that consultation is the key to this process and as the estate is so large at present then maybe the way forward would be to cul-de-sac this area.  Councillor Meenan finished by stating he was appreciative of the presentation and confident in the works of the team and the County Manager and would sell this initiative to the residents who he deals with on a daily basis.
Councillor Geraldine Murphy raised a query in relation to the vacant bungalows at Aisling Park and was advised by the Town Engineer that the Contractor is to submit their Health & Safety Statement and she expected the demolition work to commence shortly.

Councillor Jim D’Arcy praised the vision for the project and particularly liked the idea of discrete areas and closer communities within the Muirhevnamor Park.  Councillor D’Arcy asked Mr. Van Dijk how long it would take to complete and if there would be decanting?  He also asked how he proposes to deal with the lack of green space within the area and the abundance of it on the outskirts?  Mr. Van Dijk stated that there were a number of issues and ideas in relation to the green areas and will have to be looked at in more detail during the process and also enter into pubic consultation 

Councillor Geraldine Murphy stated that it was worth mentioning that the same project will be extended to Cox’s Demesne within time and that people in this area are sceptical because of previous promises of the same kind over the past number of years.  She hoped that this initiative actually takes off.

Councillor Seamus Keelan thanked Mr. Van Dijk and stated that in the past the RAPID Project Programme was derogated because of the lack of progress and now because of the RAPID programme, progress is now being made.  Councillor Keelan also enquired to who was appointed as the manager and would a member of the council be on the committee to which the County Manager, Ms. Martina Moloney stated that the Liaison Manager would be interviewed within the coming weeks.  She also added that a specific structure should be established to keep the members up to date with events i.e. specific slot at the monthly meetings.

Councillor Kevin Meenan asked if the councillors would be able to receive a copy of the presentation that Mr. Van Dijk gave to which he replied that he would ensure that each councillor would get a copy shortly.

47/06

PROGRESS REPORT FOR JANUARY 
The Progress Report for January was noted.
48/06

SCHEME FOR THE ALLOCATION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING
The Housing Officer, Mr. Jim Byrne addressed the council by stating that this scheme had been on the agenda in December but Drogheda Corporation and Louth County Council had made slight changes to the adopted document.  The document included in the agenda had paragraph three changed and that there was a reduction of points.  
This adoption of the revised scheme was proposed by Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle.

49/06

TRANSPORTATION STUDY
It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan that there should be a special meeting to discuss the Town Centre Transportation Study.
The Vice Chairman, Councillor Seamus Byrne asked the Town Engineer how soon would it be before the members receive a copy of the 2nd Report Transportation Study to which Ms. Duff replied that they would have it in the coming week. 

A special meeting was then decided to take place on the 3rd Tuesday in February which would be the 21st February 2006 at 7.30pm.

50/06

ROADS PROGRAMME 2006
_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Jim Ryan welcomed the news that Mary Street South was to be included in the roads programme for 2006 stating that it was a long standing gripe with the council as there were water problems on this street.  He also added that St. Nicholas Avenue would need to be addressed in 2006. The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff stated that it was not included she would take note of this as additional works may be undertaken if tenders come in favourably.
Councillor Jim Ryan stated that Clanbrassil Street and Earl Street were in a very poor condition and that outside McCuskers shop repairs to the footpath would need to be done immediately.  Also outside Conlon Quinn premises there was a concrete slab which is in need of immediate repair.
Councillor Kevin Meenan stated that the repairs to Muirhevnamor were welcomed but also asked if it was possible if a pedestrian crossing or island would be erected at Hoeys Lane as the road is extremely dangerous.  The Town Engineer stated that this was not going to happen in 2006.  
Councillor Eamon O’Boyle commented on road markings at three specific places:

· On the Castleblayney Road coming off the motorway and approaching three schools,

· The Friary School where buses pull in across from Harp Ireland and this area should be made bus area only,

· The end of Mulholland Avenue at the back gate into the Friary School needs road painting as drivers are confused to where the middle of the road actually is

The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff replied that the road markings on the Castleblayney Road are currently underway as part of the motorway scheme
Councillor Jim D’Arcy thanked the Town Engineer, Ms. Catherine Duff for her report and asked her if Priorland Road to the Hospital would be done in the programme to which she replied that it would be done in the next number of weeks.  Councillor D’Arcy also enquired to what powers Dundalk Town Council have on the Mulaharlin Road as the County Council are currently drawing up improvement plans for this area.  Ms. Duff replied that the County are carrying out this as a result of a planning permission and that the road was known as a “Split Road” with both Councils taking a liability for the road maintenance.
Councillor Ian Dooley welcomed the inclusion of Earl Street to the list and enquired if these repairs are a result of the damage which was caused because of the fire, the Town Engineer replied that that was a separate issue.  He also enquired if there was any provision for traffic calming on the Armagh Road and Ms. Duff stated that currently there was no provision in the Roads Programme for this work.
Councillor Mark Dearey enquired if the pedestrian crossing on Castletown Road was still going ahead?  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff replied that the pedestrian crossing would be in place within the coming weeks.  He also enquired about the cycle path from Hill Street Bridge to Dundalk Institute of Technology and the Town Engineer and asked that this work was underway at present.
Councillor Seamus Keelan welcomed the report and complimented Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer.  He also enquired where the block grant was for the Newry Road.  Ms. Duff stated that this block grant would be for the Western Side of the Newry Road.  Councillor Keelan also asked on the progress of St. Ronans Terrace and was it mentioned in the Programme.  Ms. Duff informed him that the contractor was appointed for this project.

Councillor Jim Ryan enquired of the Town Engineer what was happening along side the Imperial Hotel? Ms. Duff replied that it is a Part 8 Planning Permission for pedestrian works linking the town centre and the Marshes Shopping Centre and all maps are on display in the Town Hall.

Councillor Eamon O’Boyle asked if there was any provision for street markings of 3Tonne on the entrance of Anne Street.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff replied that this is will be done in 2006.

The Vice Chair Councillor Seamus Byrne asked if the Special Block Grant of €30,000 was the same grant as last year or an addition to the monies?  The Town Engineer stated that this was in fact the same €30,000 as was in last years budget.

The Town Engineer explained that she was still uncertain of the NRA funding for National Secondary Roads included in the Roads Programme.

51/06

RED BARNS ROAD UPDATE
______________________________________________________________________

The update was included in the agenda for members information.
52/06

NOTICE OF MOTION – CONCILLOR MARK DEAREY
“That this Council, in keeping with our decision at Special Meeting of 13th June 2005, appoint a delegation from those present at that meeting, to meet with the North East Regional Drugs Force, with a view to the implementation of the Task Force’s Drug Strategy in Dundalk”

Councillor Mark Dearey outlined to the committee that he recently met with the co-ordinator of the North East Regional Drugs Task Force, Mr. Andy Ogle and stated that Dundalk was seeking status of a Local Task Force.  There are currently fourteen in the Country and the Town Council need to make application to the Department to secure funding.  He proposed that one member from each of the four groups of the council come together and formally meet with Mr. Ogle.  He added that the Gardai are very active on this subject and should be commended on their prevention, treatment and research. 
Councillor Kevin Meenan seconded this motion.  He added that the meeting which took place last year was very good and it is vital that Dundalk Town Council look at these problems and look at the social issues which exist in our estates at present.   He also stated that maybe Dundalk Town Council Members should twin with the members of Newry & Mourne District Council and gain Cross Border funding.  

Councillor Mark Dearey added that Newry has a problem with hepatitis and this would therefore become a direct problem for the population of Dundalk.

Councillor Seamus Keelan complimented the Gardai on their confiscation of drugs and hoped we can progress from this.
All Members formally agreed to form a sub committee and the County Manager, Ms. Martina Moloney added that it may be worth while to nominate an official from Dundalk Town Council to formally sit on this committee also.
53/06

NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR KEVIN MEENAN
_______________________________________________________________________

“In relation to the Langfield Estate on the Dublin Road, why is the boundary wall between Langfield Estate and the new Council Estate not completed? And when is it due to be completed as it shows on the planning maps?”
Response:
The Location at the boundary between Langfield Estate and Mullaharlin Housing Estate will be the entrance to the Council Housing Estate. There is no wall shown as part of the Langfield Estate Development on the planning application.  The entrance to Mullaharlin Housing Estate is shown on the Part VIII planning.

 Councillor Kevin Meenan accepted the answer to this notice of question and proposed that a delegation of residents from Langfield Estate be able to attend the next meeting of the Council in February.  This was seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon.
54/06
CORRESPONDENCE
_______________________________________________________________________

The Town Clerk Mr. Frank Pentony stated that the correspondence which was included in the Agenda was from the Health Service Executive, following on from correspondence from Dundalk Town Council Members in relation to Louth County Hospital.
The Town Clerk reminded members that the Joint Newry & Mourne Committee Meeting would be taking place on Thursday 26th January 2006.  
55/06

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Jim Ryan stated that it would be remiss of the council not to react to the recent publication of “A Lonely Planet”, a tourist guide which slandered Dundalk.  He stated that somebody should defend Dundalk and that questions should be answered.
Councillor Seamus Keelan stated that he did see it in the papers and he hoped that the tourist officer would be notified of this.

The County Manager, Martina Moloney added that she had spoken to Ms. Alison Condra, Tourism Officer and that Ms. Condra is going to forward a response to the author of this book and that it was a matter of concern.

Councillor Mark Deary added that “The Lonely Planet” was a guide for foreign visitors to Ireland, and we should now be thinking of what we can do to improve our town.  We should identify the shortcomings and try to improve on them by making Dundalk a more attractive place.

The Vice Chairman ended the conversation by stating that this matter should be dealt with by the County Manager and the Tourism Officer.

Councillor Seamus Keelan complimented the staff of the Town Clerks Office for the information Manual which was circulated to all members, which listed all the staff of the Town Hall.  He stated that he was looking forward to meeting all the new staff listed in this booklet.
Minutes confirmed at meeting

Held on ________ day of ________ 2005

______________

Cathaoirleach

_________________

Cleireach an Bhaile
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