DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Dundalk Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Dundalk Town Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 25th April 2006 at 7.30pm

Present

Chairman Martin Bellew

Also present:

Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Seamus Byrne, Councillor Mary Grehan, Councillor Jim Ryan
APOLOGIES

Councillor Kevin Meenan
In Attendance

Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Mr. Pat Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer
Mr. Jim Byrne, Housing Officer

Mr. John Lawrence, Administrative Officer

Ms. Susan Deery, Assistant Staff Officer
Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer

The Meeting commenced with prayers

Councillor Ian Dooley proposed a suspension to the Standing Orders in relation to the situation at present in Louth County Hospital, this was seconded by Councillor Geraldine Murphy.

Councillor Dooley outlined how the Health Service Executive had introduced a new protocol on 10th April 2006 where the Louth County Hospital would be further downgraded.  Children under the age of 14 with minor injuries must be transferred to the Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda for treatment.  He stated that this was a major waste of time as it would cause two admissions, stress, worry, cost of transport and administration costs.  Councillor Dooley proposed that this Council write to the Health Service Executive requesting an immediate review of the protocol and a call for restoration of the status quo.
Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle seconded this proposal and stated he was surprised at the Minister for supporting this protocol as she assured the public there would be no further downgrading of the Hosptial.  He concluded by adding that this act was outrageous and normal service should be restored immediately as there was no real justification for further downgrading.

Councillor Geraldine Murphy stated that this was a cowardly act and pointed out that the people of Dundalk showed their determination to maintain services and the Hospital by purchasing a CT Scanner.
Councillor Mary Grehan stated she was glad that they were not the only ones not told about this further act of downgrading.  She went on to tell the members that technically it is probably the right decision as the paediatric unit of the hospital had been closed for quite a time.  Dundalk is the largest town in Ireland and has no paediatric service in its local hospital.  She stated that there was warning that the paediatric clinics were going to be closed in the Louth Hospital due to the lack of staff.  Councillor Grehan stated that the members are tired of empty promises from the Ministers and at the last elections the Minister promised that there would be no further services removed from the hospitals.
Councillor Jim D’Arcy supported Councillor Dooley, but stated that maybe this protocol is correct because of the closure of the Paediatric Units.  However, he stated that patients should be treated as close to their homes as possible and this protocol defies logic as it made neither economic nor medical sense.
Councillor Martin Bellew stated his support for Councillor Dooley and the rest of the speakers.  He however, was not surprised at this announcement of the further downgrading as the Minister will speak of good news but will not speak about bad news until it is implemented.  He stated that he has written to the Minister three times to date and has still not received a meeting date.  Every Minister has always met with the Chairman in years past.

211/06
Consideration of Minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

On the proposition of Councillor Geraldine Murphy and seconded by Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle the following minutes were approved and adopted:

Monthly Meeting 28th March 2006
Planning Monthly Meeting 11th April 2006
212/06
Matters arising from minutes

_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Geraldine Murphy inquired if there was any progress with the Boundary Fence on Aisling Park?.  Mr. Stuart suggested that Councillor Murphy contact Mr. Paul McDonnell, Parks Superintendent to discuss any future plans.
Councillor Murphy also referred to minute number 177/06 and enquired if there was any further update on the reflective bollards at Bellewsbrige/Fatima area?  Mr. Pat Stuart stated he was expecting delivery of highly reflective bollards and they would be installed as soon as possible.  Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle stated he was concerned about the replacement of those bollards and enquired to why there had been no provision made to install electricity to these bollards?  Mr. Stuart stated that the new bollards which have been ordered were used successfully in other locations. However, if they prove unsuccessful they will be need to be changed.

Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle referred to minute number 180/06 in relation to masterplanning on Mountavenue and if there was any update?  Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, stated there was thirteen submissions which have been narrowed down to five.  These successful five have been asked to supply a brief and an assessment will be done in the near future.

Councillor Mark Dearey referred to the Notice of Motion from Seamus Keelan (181/06) and asked if it could be amended to read “Councillor Dearey added that open drains need to be cleared and asked where is the displaced water going to go?”
Councillor Jim Ryan referred to minute number 167/06 Capital Programme 2006-2009 and asked if there was additional design for the Market Square and why is there no jets working at the fountain on the square?  Councillor Ryan also asked is the Aisling Community Park the remit of the RAPID Programme and is it going to be a playground?   Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, stated that the design of the Town Square is not complete and the amount included in the Development Programme was an estimate of costing.   RAPID have funding for fencing and changing rooms for Redeemer Football Club.  He added that the Council had received top up funding from the Peace II Task Force for the club.  Mr. Pentony added that he thought the reason the fountain was not working was that there were young ducklings in the fountain at present.
Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to minute number 172/06 in relation to the Rapid Response Unit.  He stated that he was after finding out that there was only one Litter Warden working in the town area and that he felt the members should have been made aware of the lack of man power.  Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk stated that the Council do not employ relief staff because of sick leave.

Councillor Martin Bellew referred to minute number 164/06 and enquired who many people had been paid for central heating installations since the last meeting.  Mr. Jim Byrne stated that no residents have been paid but he has been led to understand that all will be resolved in 2-3 weeks.
Councillor Bellew referred to the traffic light situation on the Rampart Road.  Mr. Pat Stuart added that the council had been in contact with the contractor and the problem had been identified which will need to be corrected this week.
Councillor Bellew enquired about the brief for Toborona? The Town Clerk stated that this project will be going to tender very soon and had been signed last week by the County Manager.

Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle asked if the Council had any plans for intelligent traffic lights?  Mr. Pat Stuart answered by stating there was no immediate plans for intelligent traffic signals.

213/06
housing progress report
_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Jim Ryan asked was the Council observing the rule that no speculators will come in and purchase Social Housing?  Mr. Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer stated he looked at each application carefully and make sure that the tenant is not going to come back on the housing list.  Councillor Ryan asked if there was a specific time limit the purchaser must own their house before putting it on the market?  Mr. Byrne stated that the purchaser must be a tenant for twelve months before they go on to tenant purchase.
Councillor Martin Bellew asked if there was an inspection the first time the house is sold on?  Mr. Byrne stated that there was nothing to stop the purchaser selling on the house after the first sale.  Councillor Mark Dearey agreed with Councillor Ryan and stated he was not sure who the fault lies with.  Mr. Byrne stated the consent of the Council was not required when selling on the house.  Councillor Martin Bellew stated that a Notice of Motion should be submitted to the next meeting if he wished to pursue the matter.  Councillor Jim D’Arcy stated that he did not agree with Councillor Ryan as we should not be committing them to have a sense of immobility as those who do own their own house have the right to sell on if they so wish.

214/06
PROGRESS REPORT FOR MARCH
The contents of this report were noted.
215/06
PART VIII LONG TERM CAR PARK AT RAMPART ROAD, DUNDALK
Proposed by Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan to adopt the County Managers Report.

Councillor Jim D’Arcy stated that there is a need for a variation on street parking to suit other needs and is glad to see the progress made.

Councillor Martin Bellew stated that the members are receiving ongoing complaints from people living on the outskirts of the town concerning all-day parking in their streets.
216/06
PART VIII PROPOSED CASTLETOWN RIVERSIDE WALK AND CYCLE TRACK 



_______________________________________________________________________

Proposed by Councillor Ian Dooley and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan.
Councillor Ian Dooley welcomed this development which is needed badly.
Councillor Seamus Keelan welcomed this development also which he stated was a long time coming.  He referred to the Managers Report where it stated “access to St. Helenas Park from the Tain Bridge”, Councillor Keelan asked was this bridge going to reconstructed?  Mr. Pat Stuart answered by stating that new access would be constructed to accompany both areas.

Councillor Bellew welcomed this initiative which should be integrated into the town at a later date.

Councillor Jim D’Arcy welcomed the development of the area as an amenity.  This was the first step of the development of the Castletown River which will look stunning.  

Councillor Seamus Keelan stated that this development will certainly give iconic lift to the town.  He is also glad to see the fisheries board taken on board.

Councillor Martin Bellew stated he agreed with all the members comments with Councillor Jim Ryan stating that the cycling lanes commended work of the years.

217/06
REPORT ON ENTRANCE TO LANGFIELD ESTATE


_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Mary Grehan stated that oncoming vehicles cannot view the entrance to Langfield adequately.  Councillor Jim Ryan asked if the Council had washed their hands of the exit onto the Mullaharlin Road?  
Councillor Mary Grehan proposed that this Council look at the entrance again to which Councillor Jim Ryan seconded.  This matter is to be discussed at the next monthly meeting.

218/06
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT


_______________________________________________________________________

Ms. Elaine Daly reported on the amount of environmental complaints received from January 2006.  
Councillor Keelan welcomed the update and progress made to date.  He asked if any action has been taken against the black spots identified around the town?  Ms. Daly confirmed she contacted Councillor Keelan and Councillor Bellew previously and stated that all the areas had been investigated and required actions once cleaned.  Mooreland has been cleaned and the others will be cleaned over the next week.

Councillor Mary Grehan stated she submitted a written complaint and to this date no acknowledgement has been received.  Ms. Daly stated that this letter was on her desk and a report is due back from the Litter Warden.  Councillor Grehan enquired what constituted a formal complaint to which Ms. Daly replied that any contact with the Environment Section would constitute a formal complaint.

Councillor Mark Dearey asked Ms. Daly if Dundalk Town Council was experiencing any of the oil laundering problem that the County Council was currently experiencing? Ms. Daly stated that Dundalk Town Council did not have this problem.

Councillor Jim Ryan referred to the 31 abandoned cars in Dundalk Town since 1st January 2006 and enquired if it is possible to prosecute the owners?  Ms. Daly informed Councillor Ryan that all abandoned cars are forwarded to the County Council for prosecution but are unable to prosecute if there is no information relating to the owner registered.

Councillor Martin Bellew welcomed the report and expressed his congratulations to the Environmental Team of Dundalk Town Council as they have made a significant improvement in the town over the past 3-4 months.
219/06
RED BARNS ROAD


_______________________________________________________________________

Councillor Noel Lennon welcomed the report given on the Red Barns Road and expressed his hope that the decision due on 4th May 2006 would be favourable.

220/06
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE


_______________________________________________________________________

“Since the introduction of the amended levies scheme under the 2000 Planning & Development Act, what sums of money approximately has this Council received in development charges for the intervening years and how has these monies been discharged as per this Government’s Guidelines?  May I request that a detailed list of possible of the levies collected to date by this Council under the above amended scheme be made available to the Members of this Council as well as clear information on how the levies charged by this Council compare with the levies charged by Newry & Mourne District Council and by Councils in our neighbouring counties within the BMW Region with particular regard to fostering and sustaining job creation within Dundalk and its environs on an equally competitive basis?”

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, apologised that no reply was circulated for this Notice of Question due to the fact that the computer system was being upgraded and the reply was unable to be printed.  It was agreed that this Notice of Question would be brought forward to the Planning Meeting. 
Councillor Seamus Keelan asked the Town Clerk if anybody who has been affected by the Compulsory Purchase Order on the Red Barns Road have been paid as yet?  Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk replied that five people had been paid sometime back.  No agreement has been made with other land owners affected by the Compulsory Purchase Order.

221/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR GERALDINE MURPHY


_______________________________________________________________________

“That this Council do a costing for work to install parking bays at no’s 1-11 Fatima Drive with a view to including this work in the 2006 estimates”

Answer: An approximate costing for the work required to provide a tarmac parking area from 1-11 Fatima Drive, presently a green areas would be €6,000.  These works have not been included in our 2006 Road Work Programme and no money has been allocated to same.  I would recommend that the required work be included in our 2007 Roads Estimates
Councillor Murphy stated she was happy with the answer given.

222/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLORS IAN DOOLY AND KEVIN MEENAN


______________________________________________________________________

“That this Council, in the interest of safety erect a suitable barrier, such as a fence or wall, along the Blackwater River between Avondale and Belfrey Gardens”

Answer: The Engineering Department will investigate the scale of works which need to be undertaken and will seek to attain cost estimates.
Councillor Dooley told the members that at this present moment in time the river is exposed with a drop of 2m into it.  This possesses a major health & safety risk to residents, children and visitors.   Councillor Dooley stated he was glad to see progress being made.  

Councillor Seamus Keelan seconded this Notice of Motion which was a source of complaint for a number of years.  

Councillor Mary Grehan stated this area is used for flood water and can reach a very high level, this area is not just a danger to children.

Councillor Martin Bellew stated he fully supported this Motion, he added that when the Town Engineer returns from holidays a meeting should be called to discuss the snagging list and the council will take over the estate and conclude the works.   Councillor Ian Dooley welcomed this suggestion.
It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Mary Grehan that this snagging list be prepared for the next meeting.  

223/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR IAN DOOLEY


_______________________________________________________________________
“That this Council, in order to prevent illegal dumping, level the area adjacent to river bank at St. Nicholas Avenue and erect suitable fencing and that this work will be included in the 2006 estimate”
Answer: Some of the land is in private ownership and it may not be feasible to carry out works on private land.  However, the Engineering Department will inspect and report back at the next meeting.

Councilor Seamus Keelan supported this Notice of Motion as there is rubbish being set on fire during the summer months and is now a litter black spot.   He asked the Town Clerk if there had been an offer to purchase the land from the Council?  Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, stated that an offer had been made from an auctioneer to purchase this piece of land, but had been declined.
Councillor Jim Ryan stated that this area  was subject to considerable Anti Social Behaviour and part of the Anti Social Behaviour is stemming from an old container which has been left in the area.  Ms. Elaine Daly, Staff Officer, stated the Mr. Peter McVeigh would be visiting the site over the next week to investigate and try to resolve the issues ongoing.
224/06
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR MARK DEAREY


_______________________________________________________________________

“Notwithstanding current contracts, and having regard to the public health concerns around the huge increase in obesity in Ireland, that Dundalk Town Council forbid the sale of junk food and beverages through vending machines in public places and buildings in its charge”

Councillor Mark Dearey stated that it may be a good idea to ban junk food products in all public buildings to promote good health.  Councillor Geraldine Murphy seconded this Notice of Motion providing that it was only banned in places where health was promoted i.e. swimming pool etc.  Councilor Martin Bellew stated that this proposition must be carefully worded and suggested that the Environment MPC should deal firstly with this Notice of Motion.  Councillor Mary Grehan also agreed with Councillor Bellew as Junk Food would need to be determined as Isotonic drinks would need to be sold on the premises of certain health spots.  She also pointed out that we would have to ensure that we were not taking away the decision making right owned by parents for what their children should and should not be eating/drinking.

Councillor Seamus Keelan stated that he believed this would not work as this initiative would not stop people from consuming junk food.  
225/06
CONFERENCES



_______________________________________________________________________

The conferences were noted.

226/06
RESOLUTIONS



_______________________________________________________________________

The resolutions were noted.

227/06
CORRESPONDENCE



______________________________________________________________________

Mr. Frank Pentony read out a letter from the Maytime Festival Committee requesting a Civic Reception for the Mississippi Players on Friday 26th May 2006 at 7pm.  This was proposed by Councillor Martin Bellew and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

The meeting ended with Prayers

__________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes confirmed at meeting

Held on ________ day of ________ 2005

______________

Cathaoirleach

_________________

Cleireach an Bhaile
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