 DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Dundalk Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Dundalk Town Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 27th September 2005 at 7.30pm
Present
Cathoirleach, Councillor Martin Bellew, presided
Also present:
Councillor Mark Deary, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Mary Grehan, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Jim Ryan, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Eamonn O Boyle

In Attendance
Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr. Denis McArdle, A\ Senior Staff Officer

Mr. Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner

Mr. Terence Savage, A\Senior Executive Planner

Mr. Brian Murphy, Administrative Officer
Apologies:
Councillor Seamus Byrne
OBSERVER:

Councillor Tomas Sharkey
The Meeting commenced with prayers
Members congratulated Dundalk Racing Limited on the announcement of the acceptance of Dundalk Stadium as the site for a proposed all weather horse race track. 
520/05
Consideration of Minutes
___________________________

On the proposition of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle the minutes of 

· Environment, Parks and Recreation and Amenity MPC Meeting held on 12th July 2005 

· Planning MPC Meeting held on 23rd August 2005  

· Joint Monthly & Planning meeting  held on the 23rd August 2005

were approved and adopted.
521/05
Matters arising from minutes
_______________________________

Councillor Ian Dooley referred to minute 480/2005 and asked what letter had been sent to the Minister. Mr Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, read the letter sent into the minutes. Councillor Ian Dooley proposed that a second letter be sent to the Minister requesting her reply to the request within 4 working weeks. The motion was seconded by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle.
Councillor Martin Bellew referred to minute 475/2005 regarding long stay car parks and asked for an update.  Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk, advised that he had met with the landowner regarding the Linehall site and offered a ten year lease and is now awaiting a response, further meetings are to take place with other landowners to progress the matter.
522/05
South West Local Area Plan (Working draft)


_______________________________________________
Mr Terry Savage, A/Senior Executive Planner, presented a working draft of the above to the Members. Mr Gerry Duffy, Senior Planner, added his comments. Councillor Martin Bellew said it was an exiting and informative presentation and deferred discussion to the planning meetings where the detail can be discussed at length.

On a point of information Councillor Mary Grehan pointed out that the correct name of what had been referred to in the presentation as the “Paupers Graveyard” was in fact “Cidella”. Mr Terry Savage, A/Senior Executive Planner, agreed that this is the name that would be used in the future for this feature.

523/05
Housing Progress Report 15th September 2005
________________________________________________
The following issues were raised by members.

· Burnt out bungalows at Aishling Park

· Ms Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, informed the members that tenders for the demolition of the houses were being sought.

· Foul smells at Oaklands

· Ms Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, pointed out that it had already been established that the sewers were not the cause of the odour. Ms Duff undertook to have a Sanitary Services Engineer prepare a report to update members at the next meeting.

· Councillor Seamus Keelan proposed, seconded by Councillor Jim Ryan that elderly residents of Oaklands be offered alternative accommodation until the situation was resolved.  Mr Denis McArdle, Senior Staff Officer, Housing,  pointed out that the only alternative housing solution available would be Bed and Breakfast accommodation.  Councillor Martin Bellew stated that any moves should only be proceeded with following consultation with the residents concerned.

· Affordable Housing

· Mr. Denis McArdle agreed to provide a report on affordable housing for the next meeting outlining the number of houses provided under the scheme to date, the number on the waiting list for the scheme and the number of such houses which are to become available in the near future.

· Traffic levels from Langfield Estate and Adjoining Council Estate

· Mr. Frank Pentony pointed out that no changes had been made to the original plans. A right of way through Langfield Close Rd had been purchased and access would be from both the Dublin Road and Mulaharlin Road on completion.

· Repair of Houses

· Of the 10 houses in need of repair 5 are having repairs carried out at present

· 138 Houses at Lisdoo

· A breakdown of the houses was requested and given. Houses will comprise one third each for voluntary, social and affordable. Details of the opening of tenders for the scheme are to be brought to the next meeting for the member’s information.

524/05
Progress Report for September 2005


_______________________________________
List was not discussed as per previous agreement. Councillor S Keelan proposed, seconded by Councillor S Keelan, that the list be circulated two weeks in advance of the monthly meeting in the future.

525/05
Extinguishment of Public Right of Way at Coes Rd Industrial Estate


____________________________________________________
Following an outline of the consultation process and the purpose of the motion the extinguishing of the right of way was proposed Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded Councillor Geraldine Murphy.
526/05
Abandonment of Public Rd – Coes Rd Industrial Estate


__________________________________________________
It was proposed Councillor Jim Ryan, seconded Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle to abandon the section of public road at Coes Road Industrial Estate in accordance with the Notice published.
527/05
Section 183 Notice – Disposal of Land at Coes Rd Industrial Estate to John McCabe


___________________________________________________
It was proposed Councillor Seamus Keelan, seconded Councillor Jim D’Arcy to dispose of 762m² of land at Coes Road Industrial Estate to Mr. John McCabe in accordance with the terms of the S183 Notice.
528/05
Submission from Dundalk Retailer’s Association on Dundalk Transportation Study


____________________________________________________
Ms. Catherine Duff stated that the Consultants initial report on the submissions made, did not have sufficient information and the extra work required to provide same would delay presentation to the members until the November meeting

529/05
National Tidy Towns Competition 2005


_______________________________________
Members noted the difficulties which the Judges of Tidy Towns acknowledged faced towns of Dundalk’s size each year. On the proposal of Councillor Martin Bellew, seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan, it was agreed that a letter would be sent to An Bord Fáilte asking that a new category for towns with a population over 25,000 should be created. Ms Catherine Duff undertook to prepare a report on the actions required for next year to improve marks based on the items highlighted by the Judging panel.

530/05
Notice of Question – Councillor Mark Deary
______________________________________________
“Could the Roads section provide a progress report on the provision of pedestrian crossings at specific locations identified by me in a notice of motions in July 2004?”

Response: Pedestrian crossing facilities have now been provided on the Avenue Road close to Greenacres as part of the signalising of the junction of the Avenue Road / Tom Bellew Avenue.

A contractor has been appointed to provide a pelican crossing on the Castletown Road at the Maxol Filling Station. The work will be undertaken in the coming weeks. 

The provision of crossing facilities at Seatown Place is included in the Dundalk Town Centre Transportation Study. Proposals include signalising (with pedestrian crossing facilities) the junction with Castle Road and the provision of a free standing crossing located approximately half way between the junctions with Castle Road and St. Alphonsus Road.

These works form part of an ongoing programme seeking to provide adequate and safe crossing facilities throughout the urban area.

Councillor Mark Dearey indicated he was happy with the response.  Following members enquiries Ms. Catherine Duff pointed out that no funding was available for Seatown place. 

531/05
Notice of Motion Councillor Seamus Keelan


_______________________________________________
That footpaths in Dowdallshill be resurfaced and funds provided in 2006 estimates:

· Dowdallshill West – from Urban boundary to Nicholas Arthur Shop, footpath floods in places in inclement weather.

· Dowdallshill East – from Urban boundary to Nicolas Arthur Shop and from Racecourse Road corner to Hardy’s grain store at Lisdoo.


Response:
 The Roads Engineers will carry out an assessment of the roads infrastructure of the locations listed.  The question of inclusion of specific works in the 2006 Budget can be considered in due course, subject to the availability of finance.

Councillor Seamus Keelan proposed, seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley that a report be provided for the next meeting to outline the likely cost of remedial works at Dowdallshill, in the vicinity of the cemetery, to alleviate flooding. 

532/05
Notice of Question Councillor Seamus Keelan


_________________________________________________
@When will Engineers Section in Dundalk Town Council liaise with their counterparts in the Louth County Council re. works ongoing as part of Dundalk Western Bypass where these works fringe onto the Urban Roads e.g Toberona, Tateetra and the R132 Newry Road?”

Response:
 The Town Council Roads Engineers meet with Louth County Council monthly to discuss areas of mutual concern.  The Town Council can raise issues put forward by the Councillors at this meeting.  The Councillors should forward issues to the Town Engineer for inclusion at the next meeting.  Issues already raised have been referred to Louth County Council for consideration.  (See attached letter from John O’Hagan, Project Liaison Officer, Dundalk Western By-Pass)

The Chairman pointed out that this was a Notice of Question and advised that if a discussion is signaled, a Notice of Motion should be tabled.

533/05
Notice of Question Councillors Geraldine Murphy & Seamus Keelan


________________________________________________
“When will drainage and resurfacing works at rear of St. Ronan’s Terrace be done?

Note:  €6000 provided in Dundalk Town Council 2005 Estimates and amenity grant application also lodged for additional funding to go to engineers towards cost of work”


Response:  
The Clause 804 base (stone) costing is 
€8030 ex. vat.



The wearing course costing is 

€8140 ex. Vat.



The cost of new drainage is 


€8250 ex. Vat.



Total cost of works: 



€24,420 ex. Vat.


There is also drainage work to be completed.  There is an existing gully which is connected to the Barton Park surface water system, but there will be additional drainage required along the full length of the new pavement, the cost of this new drainage is €8250.

The cost of the works including a wearing course is €24,420 exc. Vat.

The area to be worked on is not in the charge of Dundalk Town Council but there has been monies put allocated under the 2005 Roads Program to the value of €6000.


On the proposal of Councillor Geraldine Murphy, seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley it was agreed that consideration should be give to the Ronan’s Terrace Amenity Grant going towards costs of current work.  She proposed that the matter is considered at the next meeting.
534/05
Notice of Question Councillors G Murphy & S Keelan


________________________________________________

“Is  it envisaged that funding available will be sufficient to complete work this year or will additional monies need to be provided in 2006 estimates?”

Response: See reply above.  Total cost is €24,420 ex. Vat.   Funding available is €6,000.

On the proposal of Councillor Geraldine Murphy, seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley it was agreed that consideration should be give to the Ronan’s Terrace Amenity Grant going towards costs of current work.  She proposed that the matter is considered at the next meeting.

535/05
Notice of Motion – Councillors Jim Ryan & Mark Deary


___________________________________________________
“That this Planning Authority acting in co-operation with our neighbouring authority and 

in exercise of the powers vested in us by Sections 18, 18, 20 inter alia, of the Planning and Development Act 2000, proceed to create a Local Area Plan incorporating river boat facilities and a safe public right of way for cyclists and pedestrians in respect of the attached draft report and plan:

· From the border with Northern Ireland as far as the Ballymascanlon Motorway roundabouts, past the Race Course and as far as the Táin Bridge,

· Providing for cycle ways and walkways on  both banks of the Castletown River from the western limit of Dundalk Harbour to the Motorway bridges at the Castletown and Kilcurry rivers,

· Providing for boating and other water sport facilities along the river.

· That a cycling / pedestrian spur be created from the railway river bridge, parallel to the railway line, via Father Murray Park, Naughton Park (Icehouse Hill) as far as Clarke Railway Station,

· That this cycleway continues from the Motorway bridges at the Castletown and Kilcurry rivers, southward along the eastern edge of the M1 motorway land take as far as the M1 motorway bridge and roundabouts at the Castleblaney Rd (N53),

· And from here eastward along the Castleblaney Road as far as the Dún Loughaidh Secondary School. 

· This Castleblaney Road cycle way route to the School will also link into the cycleway network along side the new Dundalk Western Inner Relief Road that will travel southwards towards the Xerox plant and the DKIT.

That this be done with the powers vested in the Councillors by sections 206, 207, and 208 of the said act.”

Response: In reply to the Notice of Motion for Louth County Council and Dundalk Town Council which is on the monthly meeting agenda I would make the following points -

It is my opinion that as a significant number of the ideas proposed in this Notice of Motion are either already covered by Development Plan policy, is set out within the Dundalk Town Centre Transportation Study or could be realized through specific projects. It is also worth noting that the proposed Local Area Plan (LAP) would cover similar ground which is subject of The Castletown Weir Feasibility Study produced by Fergus & McIlveen whose recommendations are being examined under the draft Dundalk Port and Harbour Action Area Plan.

You will be aware that the Notice indicates that the proposed LAP is to provide a co-ordinated and comprehensive cycle and footpath network throughout Dundalk’s urban fabric and beyond into the adjoining countryside. In particular reference is made to developing cycle and foot paths along both embankments of the Castletown River. As Development Plan policies NE6 and NE7 specifically provide for a 20m wide walkway a dedicated cycle path could easily be accommodated. Several grants of planning permission have ensured that this strip is provided and integrated into the overall landscaping. 

The notion of the provision of boating and other water sports facilities has not been specified and may have a specific impact upon the ecological and hydrological character of the River which cannot be assessed at this point. It is also worth noting that the proposal may have an impact on the NHA, SPA & SAC designated areas further downstream.

As the proposal covers lands under the administrative control of both LCC & DTC such a LAP would have to be a joint effort which raises pertinent questions as to what funding sources are available. The Notice of Motion also makes reference to a draft report which has not been attached. Therefore further comment on this aspect of the Notice is not possible.

There are several elements proposed in the motion which have merit; however many are already covered by Development Plan policy or zoning, or are part of other strategic documents, or can proceed under their own steam as separate projects.  As such there seems little justification for going through the lengthy and involved process of creating a Local Area Plan which would duplicate existing provision and/or proposals. 

On the proposal of Councillor Mark Deery, seconded by Councillor Jim Ryan it was agreed to arrange a meeting between the members, planners and engineers. A separate meeting, to which the Cycling Alliance would be invited, would also be arranged.

536/05
Notice of Question Councillor Jim D’Arcy


____________________________________________
When will the footpath on the Lower Point Road, at the three new houses be completed?

Response:  I can confirm that those sections of footpath will be complete between now and year end.

Councillor Jim D’Arcy happy with response provided

537/05
Notice of Motion Councillor Kevin Meenan


______________________________________________
“That this Council include in their Road Works Program for next year the upgrading of the Road and Footpath Network for the old part of Muirhevnamor including Drives 1 and 2, Roads 1 and 2, Villas 1, 2 and 3, Park1, Slieve Row Crescent and Crescents 1 and 2”

Response:  The Roads Engineers will carry out an assessment of the road infrastructure at the locations listed.  The question of inclusion of specific works in the 2006 Budget can be considered in due course, subject to the availability of finance.

Councillor Kevin Meehan proposed and Councillor Martin Bellew seconded

538/05
Notice of Motion Councillor Ian Dooley


___________________________________________
“That Council Engineers carry out a traffic survey on the Point Road, Dundalk (from Clancy Park to Clarkes Bar)”
Response:  The purpose of the traffic count needs to be specified (i.e. speed, traffic volume, etc.)
Councillor Ian Dooley proposed, seconded by Councillor Kevin Meenan, that a traffic survey be carried out in the area between Clancy Park and Clarke’s bar with a view to implementing traffic calming measures.
539/05
Notice of Motion Councillor Kevin Meenan


______________________________________________
“This Council agreed with the family of the late Seamus Ludlow in their call for an inquiry into his unlawful killing.  This Council will write to An Taoiseach and the Minister of Justice, Equality and Law Reform on this matter!

It was proposed by Councillor Jim Ryan and accepted by the sponsors of the motion that the words “unlawful killing” be substituted with the word “murder” and that a “full public independent inquiry take place. The amended motion was proposed by Councillor Ian Dooley and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan.

540/05
Notice of Motion Councillor Geraldine Murphy


__________________________________________________
“That this Council install handrails at the Council owned bungalows at Aishling Park, Dundalk, which are on a steep hill, as a priority”

Response:  Any tenant who required a handrail due to a disability should apply to Dundalk Town Council for a Disabled Persons Grant.  Those requested will be assessed and will be subject to the availability of funding.

The motion was proposed by Councillor Geraldine Murphy and seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley. Ms Martina Mooney suggested that the matter be considered as part of the refurbishment scheme in public consultation. This proposal was agreed on the proposal of Councillor Geraldine Murphy and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan

541/05
Conferences


______________
Councillor Martin Bellew urged all members to attend the Community Safety Conference as it was a local event.

542/05
Correspondence


__________________
Item 2: The Town Clerk informed the meeting that Louth County Council had advised that no policy on telephone masts exists. On the proposal of Councillor Mary Grehan, seconded by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle it was agreed to seek guidelines on masts from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government.
The meeting ended with prayers
Minutes confirmed at meeting
Held on ________ day of ________ 2005

______________

Cathaoirleach

_________________

Cleireach an Bhaile
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