DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Dundalk Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Dundalk Town Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 25th october 2005 at 7.30pm

Present

Cathoirleach, Councillor Martin Bellew, presided
Also present:
Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Geraldine Murphy, Councillor Eamon O’Boyle, Councillor Jim Ryan
In Attendance
Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Housing Officer
Mr. Brian Murphy, Administrative Officer

Apologies:
Councillor Seamus Byrne
attendance:
Mr. Gerry Duffy, Chief Planner, Louth County Council
The Meeting commenced with prayers
To mark Fire Safety Week, a smoke alarm and advisory leaflet was circulated to members compliments of the Assistant Chief Fire Officer, Dundalk.
585/05
1. Consideration of Minutes
_____________________________
On the proposition of Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon the minutes of 

· Infrastructure MPC held on 26th July 2005
· Planning Monthly Meeting 13th September 2005
· Dundalk Town Council Monthly Meeting 27th September 2005

were approved and adopted.


2. Matters arising from minutes
_________________________________

586/05
Newry & Mourne Farmers Market

Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to the fact that Councillors were not notified in time of the meeting of the Farmers Market Steering Committee held on the previous Thursday.  The Town Clerk Frank Pentony undertook to take up the matter with Newry & Mourne District Council who act as the secretariat to the Steering Committee
587/05
Vote of Sympathy
It was proposed by Kevin Meenan and seconded by Eamon O’Boyle that a vote of sympathy is passed to the family of David O’Connor who died recently and is a brother of Stephen O’Connor, Litter Warden. 
588/05
Report on Traffic Control on Point Road
Councillor Ian Dooley referred to minute 538/05, and asked had there been any change in the position as reported at the September Monthly Meeting.  The Town Engineer Catherine Duff advised the traffic counter equipment was not operational at present and unfortunately until it is repaired, it would not be possible to carry out the traffic count on the Point Road.  

589/05
Resurfacing of footpaths at Dowdalshill
Seamus Keelan referred to minute 531/05 and asked when would the Roads Infrastructure assessment as indicated be carried out.  The Town Engineer indicated that the report should be available for the next Monthly Meeting.  

At this stage the Chairman proposed the Council take Item number 7, Dundalk South West Local Area Plan Update.
590/05
Dundalk South west Local Area plan update
________________________________________________
Gerry Duffy, Chief Planner Louth County Council indicated that he had already circulated the proposed changes to the South West Local Area Plan as requested by the members at the previous meeting.  Members spoke in relation to the Priorland Area and the relocation of the Gaels GFC; the question of reinstating Priorland Park; whether developers are conditioned to provide active playing pitches and development of a civic amenity and recycling centre in the Priorland area.   It was proposed by Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded by Eamon O’Boyle that the area of Priorland Park be reinstated.
It was proposed by Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Seamus Keelan that when the population of the South West Local Area exceeds 10,000 people  the Council will actively consider the provision of a Civic Amenity & Recycling Centre.  
Gerry Duffy also spoke of the Section 48 & 49 Funding, the area omitted from the submissions and indicated the procedure of putting the plan on public display and the adoption of the South West Local Area Plan.  The members agreed on the basis of the information provided that the matter can now go to public consultation, subject to the proposed change agreed.
591/05
3. housing progress report 18th october 2005
________________________________________________
Councillor Kevin Meenan raised a question in relation to the ongoing structural problems at Garrybawn Housing Scheme.  The Town Engineer indicated that the inspection had been carried out by the Consultant but additional information had been requested and a full report would be required from the Consultant.  She confirmed a letter had been sent to the residents indicating the current state of play.  
Councillor Meenan also mentioned the question of some private bungalows  in Muirhevnamor which were vacant and he felt we should look at them under the Dangerous Building Code in particular if they were not in the ownership of the Town Council.  He also proposed and it was seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley that the Council prepare a report on unfinished estates.  
Councillor Noel Lennon remarked that the number on the Housing list appeared to be falling and also the number on Urgent Need list are reducing.  Jim Byrne, Housing Officer, referred to the recent housing assessment review carried out and the fact that some applications had been cancelled because the applicants had failed to reply to correspondence. A core need of between 700 and  900 had emerged. 
Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to the structurally defective house at Riverside Crescent which was not let at present and asked for the Council plans for the future use of this house.  The Town Engineer Catherine Duff indicated that the Consultants had recommended the monitoring of cracks in the houses, this had been done and the house could be let in due course.  Councillor Keelan requested that a copy of this report be circulated to the Councillors, which was seconded by Councillor Kevin Meenan.
592/05
4. affordable housing report

________________________________________________
Councillor Mark Dearey raised a query in relation to the Council accepting a financial contribution in lieu of housing units under Part V acquisitions.  Jim Byrne, Housing Officer added that the Council are not generally accepting financial contributions, the first preference is housing units, the second preference was the provision of land and the third option, but only as a last resort, was the acceptance of financial contribution.  He also indicated that the first Part V houses would be delivered shortly to the Town Council and they were the first units to be delivered in County Louth.  He also indicated that the Eligibility Criteria (3rd Draft) was being prepared at the moment and would be forwarded to the housing professionals, the MPC, SPC and the Main Council Meetings in due course.  He stated that it would be early next year before the first units would be available.  Councillor Kevin Meenan welcomed the report of the Housing Officer but emphasised the need for the Eligibility Criteria document to be circulated to members as soon as possible.  Jim Byrne, Housing Officer also explained the mechanism in relation to houses being acquired under Part V of the Planning & Devlopment Act 2000 and the calculation of the sale cost of Affordable Houses.  
593/05
5. section 6 housing act 1992

________________________________________________
The layout of the estate vis-a-vie Voluntary, Social and Affordable was added.  It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey to propose the item as circulated.

594/05
6. progress report for september

________________________________________________
This was noted.
595/05
8. report re: odour at oakland park

________________________________________________
Councillor Geraldine Murphy welcomed the report and the fact that the problem had been resolved but advised that it was unfortunate that it took so long.  She also felt that the Council should still carry out some analysis of the sewers of the area.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff, indicated that in her opinion the odour problem had been resolved.  

596/05
9.  S.183 notice – lease of land to muirhevnamor football club

________________________________________________
Proposed by Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by Councillor Martin Bellew to dispose of the land by way of lease to Muirhevnamor Football Club in accordance to Section 183 Notice circulated.  Councillor Kevin Meenan drew the attention of the members to the death of one of the key players of Muirhevnamor Football Club over the past number of weeks. 
597/05
10. rental accommodation scheme – agreement with Louth County Council under section 85 of
the local government act 2001

________________________________________________
Proposed by Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle that the Council agree to enter into an agreement under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 with Louth County Council in relation to the implementation and operation of the Rental Accommodation Scheme.
598/05
11.  to Fix a date for the budget meeting

________________________________________________
It was proposed by Councillor Seamus Keelan and seconded by Eamon O’Boyle that the budget meeting be held on Monday 12th December 2005.  Councillor Keelan asked that the estimates be circulated two weeks ahead of the meeting.
599/05
12. concerto funding for sustainable energy zone project

________________________________________________
The Town Engineer explained that the report was for information purposes only and Councillor Ian Dooley suggested that they get more detail on the proposed partnership.  The Town Engineer confirmed that this information can be supplied.  It  was proposed by Councillor Mark Dearey and seconded by Martin Bellew that the report be accepted as circulated.
600/05
13. red barns update

________________________________________________
Members welcomed the report that the CPO had been signed but regretted that it was necessary.  The Town Clerk also explained the position regarding the procedure following the publication of the CPO.

601/05  

STANDING ORDERS


________________________

   The Chairman drew the members attention to the Standing Orders which allowed for two Notice of Motions and three Notice of Questions, he felt that Councillor O’Boyle had the equivalent of six Notice of Motions while he was prepared to allow them to pass on this occasion he would not in future.  He asked that the members read and understand the Standing Orders and the four groupings would consider proposal before the planning meeting. He also proposed that the four chairs would meet and discuss budget proposals with the Town Clerk before the Planning Meeting and this was agreed.

602/05
14. Notice of question – councillor seamus keelan

________________________________________________
“Could the Engineers Section in Dundalk Town Council liaise with their counterparts in the Louth County Council re. works that straddle the urban/county boundaries on the Dundalk Western Bypass?”

Response:   The Town Council Roads Engineers meet with Louth County Council monthly to discuss areas of mutual concern.  The Town Council can raise issues put forward by the Councillors at this meeting.  The Councillors should forward issues to the Town Engineer for inclusion at the next meeting.  Issues already raised have been referred to Louth County Council for consideration.  (See attached letter from John O’Hagan, Project Liaison Officer, Dundalk Western By-Pass)

Councillor Keelan indicated that he welcomed the reply.

603/05
15. Notice of motion – councillor seamus keelan

________________________________________________
“That the drainage required to prevent flooding at the rear of St. Ronans Terrace be completed this year from the €6,000 provided in Dundalk Town Council 2005 Estimates and from the application for an amenity grant and that further monies, to be provided by the members in the 2006 estimates, to complete the works in 2006”.

Response: “As the final surfacing will need to tie in with proposed drainage, to achieve best results, and most duplicate aspects of the work, it would be the recommendation that all work be proposed until next year, when adequate funding can be applied for and all work can be carried out on one job”
The notice was seconded by Councillor Gerealdine Murphy and the members agreed with the Town Engineers report.  The Town Clerk confirmed that the money would not be lost if not spent in 2005 and the Town Engineer indicated that she would prioritise the work for early 2006.  
604/05
16. Notice of motion – councillor seamus keelan

________________________________________________
“That this Council initiate proceedings against owners of uninhabilted houses in private and Council estates, which are in a state of disrepair and are an attraction for anti-social activities”
Response: I wish to confirm that there are no houses in either private or Council estates on the Derelict Sites Register at the moment.   The following derelict houses are on the Register and we are in correspondence with the owners regarding repair/upkeep and possible CPO:-

Ref. 4 & 192 - Three houses on Dublin St (Nos. 73,74 & 76 Dublin Street)

Ref. 73, 75, 76 & 84 – Properties at 2, 3, 4 & 7 Yorke Street)

Ref. 193 – House at 50 Quay Street, Dundalk.


(Ref. 232 – House at 53 Slievefoy Park – CPO completed – refurbishment in progress)

There is one house in Greenacres where the owner has been advised if the repairs are not carried out within one month the property will be entered on the Derelict Sites Register.

The Notice of Motion was seconded by Councillor Kevin Meenan and the Town Clerk indicated if specific houses were identified the Council would act with whatever powers were available to it.  

605/05
17. Notice of question – councillor seamus keelan

________________________________________________
“When will the draft drainage report prepared by Messrs Tobins for the area North of the Castletown River be brought before the members? (when was the above draft prepared?)

Response: Preliminary Report which is a substantial document is available in the Town Engineers Office.

Notice of Question seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley that Consultants would give a  presentation to the Council as soon as possible.  This was agreed.
606/05
18. Notice of question – councillor seamus keelan

________________________________________________
“When will drainage works from the Riverside Crescent to the Armagh Road be completed? (We were told in November 2004 that these works would be done in the Spring of 2005)


Response: Awaiting Consultants Report on the appointment of a contractor.

Councillor Keelan indicated that he accepted the reply given.

607/05
19. Notice of question – councillor seamus keelan

________________________________________________
“When will safety works at the St. Mary’s Road, Castle Road and St. Helenas junction be completed?”

Response: “Detailed design and safety audit of said junction is presently being prepared by Consultants and on completion a tendering process will be instructed.  At award of tender, a programme will be prepared, in regard to actual contractor”

The Town Engineer indicated that the design was being prepared by the Consultants and following that the works would go to tender.  
608/05
20. Notice of motion – councillor Eamon O’Boyle

________________________________________________
“That this Council seeks from the Department of Health & Health Services Executive

a) A full report on the services currently available at Louth General Hospital with Special reference to emergency cover outside normal hospital hours and

b) Seeks an absolute guarantee from the Department of Health and from the Health Service Executive that a tragedy such as occurred recently in Monaghan Hospital, and the failure of the other hospitals in the region to provide emergency back up cover will not be allowed to happen in Louth General Hospital in Dundalk and

c) Seeks a definite date and time to meet with the Minister for Health and Children in Dundalk, as promised, to discuss the above and the immediate provision of full essential medical services at Louth County Hospital, Dundalk
Councillor Eamon O’Boyle indicated that this was of concern to everybody in town to what emergency cover is available.  Councillor Ian Dooley in seconding the proposal indicated that he was not happy with the response received from the Minister of Health.  He suggested that the Council write to the Minister again to seek a meeting in Dundalk.
Councillor Kevin Meenan also indicated that he was at the meeting with the Minister in May and was surprised that the Minister did not reply.  Councillor Keelan referred to the meeting with the Minister and indicated that a follow up meeting with the Hospital Consultants but Councillor Meenan indicated that this second meeting did not take place.  

609/05
21. Notice of motion – councillor Eamon O’Boyle

________________________________________________
““That this Council as a priority provide:

a) Adequate visible warning signage on the approach roads to De La Salle College, St. Louis Secondary School and Fatima National School and

b) A Pelican Crossing on the Castletown road over from the junction with Bellewsbridge Road to facilitate the safe crossing of pupils from all three schools in the area and
c) As a priority install proper signage at the junction in Anne Street leading to Mary Street South and Wynne’s Terrace showing that heavy vehicles are prohibited from entering this junction in the interests of public road safety”
Response:

a) Roads Engineer will ensure warning signage in place as part of Bellewsbridge Road Safety Scheme.

b) Pedestrian crossing being provided near Maxol Garage before end of year.

c) Town Council awaiting response from Gardai as part of the consultation process.

Item 21A: Proposed by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Geraldine Murphy.

Item 21B: Proposed by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey.  The Town Engineer explained that a signalised pedestrianised crossing gave the highest level of safety pedestrians in this type of crossing proposed.
Item 21C: Proposed by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle and seconded by Geraldine Murphy.

610/05
22. Notice of question – councillor Eamon O’Boyle

________________________________________________
“Could this Council provide an update report on the status of plans to provide road calming measures on Bellewsbridge Road for which funding has already been provided?”

Response: Contractor appointed and start date scheduled for end of October
Councillor Eamon O’Boyle indicated that he accepted answer provided and Councillor Geraldine Murphy requested that the Council write to Adshel with a view of having a covered bustop installed.

611/05
23. Notice of question – councillor martin bellew

________________________________________________
“What is the current position regarding Long Stay Car Parks at Linenhall Street, The Ramparts, The Magnet and any other sites deemed suitable?”
Response:

Linenhall Street: Councils valuers have assessed site and submitted valuation.  Town Clerk met with owners valuers, and made an offer in relation to a 10 year lease of the site.  No response to date.  An issue has arisen in relation to the current planning application before the Council as the applicants only replied to a Further Information request on 14th October 2005.

The Ramparts: Works to be tendered before end of year.

The Magnet: Town Clerk has spoke to Church Authorities but the site is not available for a Long Stay Car Park at the moment.
Councillor Bellew indicated that he accepted the reply as indicated but hoped that the provision of Long Stay Car Parks could be expedited.
612/05
24. Notice of motion – councillor martin bellew

________________________________________________
“That this Council consider seriously tackling the on-going litter situation at the Bring Banks located throughout the town”

Response:  I wish to confirm that we are awaiting quotations from private contractors to remove the rubbish from the area in the immediate vicinity of the Bring Banks and to wash the Bring Banks on a monthly basis.

The litter warden check all rubbish dumped for any evidence and the CCTV camera monitors the Bring Banks outside normal working hours.

We are currently purchasing new signage for the bring banks informing the public of the penalties of dumping and also that CCT V surveillance is on-going.

Councillor Bellew indicated that he had fought long and hard to have the Bring Centres provided but that there was an ongoing problem all over the town.  He raised the matter with the Environment SPC in Louth County Council and asked for a report to which he will circulate to all members.  He felt it was time to get tough on offenders and we should consider buying portable CCTV cameras or erect more signage.  This was seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan and suggested that we should be more vigilant in the prosecution of offenders.  
613/05
25. Notice of question – councillor martin bellew

________________________________________________
“What is the present position regarding the amenities/playing pitches at Toberona?”

Response: The Council is currently preparing a Brief that includes for the provision of recreational facilities at its underdeveloped lands at Toberona.  The preparation of the brief is at an advanced stage and invitations to tender for the provision of the required facilities and associated infrastructure shall be sought on its completion and approval by the Council.

Councillor Bellew indicated that he accepted the reply to the notice of question.

614/05
26. Conferences

________________________________________________

The Chairman Martin Bellew again raised the issue of support to the local Community Safety Conference which was taking place on 10th to 12th November and Councillor Jim Ryan congratulated the organisers of what was obviously a first class programme.

615/05
27. correspondence

________________________________________________

Councillor Mark Dearey drew the members attention that the EPA again put off the decision to year end on the proposed incinerator at Carranstown.  
Councillor Jim Ryan sought the approval of the Chairman to raise an item on the developments on Church Street.  Traders feared what would happen where occupants waiting to enter the Simon Community are hanging around all day and in various stages of intoxication.  They felt that there was intimidation, harassment of traders and people in the area, and something should be done.
The meeting ended with prayers
Minutes confirmed at meeting

Held on ________ day of ________ 2005

______________

Cathaoirleach

_________________

Cleireach an Bhaile
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