DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Dundalk Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Dundalk Town Hall, Dundalk on Tuesday 22nd November 2005 at 7.00pm

Present

Cathoirleach, Councillor Martin Bellew, presided
Also present:
Councillor Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Mark Dearey, Councillor Ian Dooley, Councillor Seamus Keelan, Councillor Noel Lennon, Councillor Kevin Meenan, Councillor Seamus Byrne, Councillor Eamon O’Boyle, Councillor Jim Ryan
In Attendance
Ms. Martina Moloney, County Manager

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk

Ms. Catherine Duff, Town Engineer

Mr. Jim Byrne, Housing Officer
Mr. Brian Murphy, Administrative Officer
Ms. Lorraine Quigley, Staff Officer

Ms. Joan Smith, Administrative Officer
Apologies:
Councillor Geraldine Murphy

Councillor Mary Grehan

Observer:
ms. Rachel Healy

Ms. Vera Browne
The Meeting commenced with prayers
661/05
suspension of standing orders
On the proposal of Councillor Kevin Meenan and seconded by Ian Dooley, it was proposed to suspend Standing Orders, this was supported by all Councillors present.  

Councillor Meenan outlined that the Port Authority will not give him copies of  the minutes of meetings and has been told that he can only look at the minutes.  Cllr. Meenan was seeking the support from the Council for him as a member of the Port Authority.  All Councillors supported Councillor Meenan and it was proposed by Councillor Meenan and seconded by Councillor Dooley that the Council would write to the Minister of the Marine requesting that access be granted to copies of all minutes to date.  
662/05
Consideration of Minutes
_______________________________________________________________________
 On the proposition of Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle the following minutes were approved and adopted:

Housing MPC Minutes 14th June 2005 

Environment MPC Minutes 13th September 2005  

Housing MPC Minutes 11th October 2005 

Planning Monthly Meeting Minutes 11th October 2005 

Special Monthly Meeting Minutes 25th October 2005 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 25th October 2005 

Planning Monthly Meeting Minutes 8th November 2005 
663/05
Matters arising from minutes
_______________________________________________________________________
Councillor Mark Dearey raised two items, the first item related to item number 590/05, the wording of “10,000 would be trigger point for consideration to be given to the introduction of civic amenity” would be changed to “10,000 would be the trigger population for commencement of planning for a civic amenity centre to begin”.  This was seconded by Councillor Jim D’Arcy.
Councillor Dearey raised item number, 592/05, regarding the financial contribution in lieu of housing units under Part V acquisitions.  Councillor Dearey wanted the word “discourage” included.
Councillor Kevin Meenan referred to item number, 591/05, he sought a progress report on GarryBawn unfinished estates, Town Engineer Catherine Duff responded saying that she had met with the builder and that a report had been circulated to the members.
Councillor Jim Ryan referred to the Environment, Parks and Recreation & Amenity minutes of 13th September, item number 490/05, regarding the location of gas meters outside houses.  Town Clerk Frank Pentony responded that he was surprised that it was still an issue. Bord Gais have advised that they have adopted the same procedures in Dundalk as everywhere else in the country and located them in the same positions.  However, he undertook that he would meet Councillors to look at any specific areas if required.

Councillor Seamus Keelan asked for an update regarding referred to Notice of Question, item number 607/05, junction with St. Helenas Park.  The Town Engineer, Catherine Duff stated that the Consultants have been appointed and the work should be commenced early in the New Year, after the Part 8 Planning Process is complete.
Councillor Ian Dooley revised item number 588/05, report on traffic control on the Point Road.  He noted that the traffic count equipment was now in operation and asked for a progress report from the Town Engineer.  She replied that the point road was next and it would be in place next week.
Councillor Dooley asked for a progress report on number 591/05 the Housing Progress Report 18th October 2005.  The Town Engineer Catherine Duff responded that a choice of action had been made and they were going for the option of replastering in the next couple of weeks.  She advised that there was no further movement of the cracks according to the Consultants.  Work should be complete before Christmas.
Councillor Eamon O’Boyle referring to item number 608/05, requested an update on the request for the Minister to visit the hospital.  Town Clerk, Frank Pentony replied that no response had been received from the Ministers Office as yet.
Councillor Martin Bellew asked for an update letter to item number 612/05.  The Town Clerk outlined that the signage had been ordered but the CCTV had not been ordered as yet.
Councillor Seamus Keelan referred to item number 589/05, he was informed that the report on the footpath was circulated.

Regarding Item 598/05, Councillor Keelan wanted to know when the estimates would be distributed to the members.  The Town Clerk replied that they were not ready as yet, but that he would have them distributed as soon as possible and certainly within the timeframe that was governed by statues.

Regarding Item 605/05, Councillor Keelan raised asking when a presentation could be made to the members by Tobins.  The Town Engineer stated that Tobins would be asked to attend the January meeting.

Item 607/05, Councillor Keelan advised that a multi car accident had occurred at this junction and the Town Engineer advised that the Consultants had been engaged; and follwing the Part 8, work should be commencing early in the New Year.  

664/05
Presentation by downey mcconville architects

Proposed remedial scheme at cox’s demesne

_______________________________________________________________________
Ms. Collette Downey and Mr. Brendan McConville attended outlined their experience to date and their commitment regarding the scheme.

Councillor Eamon O’Boyle thanked them for their presentation and asked who would be consulted on issues such as health, safety, space, drainage etc.  Mr. McConville replied that they would consult both the members and the local community and then work back through the councillors.  Councillor O’Boyle added that public meetings were critical to get the project going,  this was agreed by Ms. Downey.  
Councillor Seamus Keelan was delighted with the presentation and said that the estate was a result of planning in the 1960’s, he also referred to some difficult issues such as subsidence and part of the estate being in private ownership and asked had the private ownership form part of the scheme and had the experience of subsidence in the past.  Mr. McConville responded that they had experience of all these problems, both private ownership in estates and subsidence would be handled by their engineers, while unusual, it could be dealth with it.  
Councillor Kevin Meenan praised the County Manager for driving this issue and asked at what point Muirhevnamor would be addressed and the timescales for Councillors.  The County Manager, Martina Moloney responded by stating that both Murirhevnamor and Cox’s Demesne would be run simultaneously, two consultants would need to be appointed, one for each due to the scale of the projects.  She agreed that tenant participation was critical.  A tenant liaison officer had been provided, a RAPID area committee would support this and the two schemes would run parallel.  
Councillor Seamus Byrne said that it was an appropriate time to begin work in Cox’s Demesne as there was a major environmental project beginning there.  He referred to the Aisling Park refurbishment of three to four years ago where all tenants had been moved out into vacant houses during the works, the key at that stage was consultation with residents.  Councillors had met contractors and residents on a monthly basis.  Apart from the houses, the general run down nature of the area, was also a problem.  
Councillor Martin Bellew agreed with Councillor Byrne that in 1979 there had been an absence of consultation and very little opportunity for any suggestions as to change from either members or residents.  Amenities were critical for the areas which were now open spaces.  He wished the consultants well and thanked them for their presentation.
665/05
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
Councillor Kevin Meenan referred to the derelict house at Slieve Roe Crescent in Muirhevnamor and the existence of a dangerous building there.  The Town Engineer responded that they were reviewing a number of recommendations at present and also added that a dangerous building notice had been served on the owner.
Councillor Ian Dooley asked whether number 10 Riverside Crescent had been returned to the housing stock, this was confirmed by Mr. Jim Byrne.
666/05
PROGRESS REPORT FOR NOVEMBER

This was noted.
667/05
ADOPTION OF AMENDED STANDING ORDERS
Proposed by Councillor Noel Lennon and seconded by Councillor Ian Dooley to adopt the amended Standing Orders, as circulated.
668/05
PRESENTATION FROM DUNDALK SIMON COMMUNITY

Documents of the presentation by Simon Community were circulated at meeting which was made by Mr. Michael Shaw, Chairperson of Dundalk Simon Community, Mr. David McGuill, Vice-Chairperson, Ms. Carmel Maguire, Manager of Non Residential Services in Dundalk Simon Community and Mr. Paddy McBride, Manager of Residential Services in Dundalk Simon Community.

A number of questions were put to the four presenters following their presentation.  
Councillor Jim Ryan said he could not find words to describe the admiration he felt for the presenters in relation to the work being done on a voluntary basis.  Regarding Barrack Street, Councillor Ryan asked whether the residents were allowed to stay on?  Mr. McBride said that the Community Houses were open from 8am to 12 at night and all were welcome.  The staff at the Gate House advised the people who stayed over night to go down to the Community House in the morning.  Cllr. Ryan also asked if many people brought alcohol into the Church Street facility as it had been permitted.  Mr. McBride replied that some do but most go to sleep, however, they allow alcohol in so that people do not leave the centre at night and so put themselves at risk.  
Cllr. Mark Dearey expressed his admiration for the Simon Community and the residents.  He asked how the Simon Community saw the day centre addressing the problems around the night centre.  Ms. Magure replied that q day service for the gatehouse services has not yet been finalised.  
Councillor Seamus Keelan wished the Simon Community well and stated that it was a very enlightening presentation and wished them well in their new venture.  He also said that the support of the people was evidence of the work that they get done to date.  However, he felt the Church Street/Bridge Street area is becoming an unacceptable problem, especially the elderly and to women with prams due to people lying and drinking on the street.  He requested a more hands on approach by the staff of the gatehouse project.  Mr. McBride responded that he agreed that this situation was unacceptable.  However the staff come on duty at 9pm and only that stage can they bring people in.  There is very little that can be done after that time as they need finance and need to look at the premises, it will be part of the review of this pilot project in January.  
Councillor Kevin Meenan then spoke. He echoed the praise that had previously been heaped upon them and asked if the issue of homelessness was disimproving.  Mr. McBride responded that the problem remains but changes are happening that are positive.
Councillor Ian Dooley asked whether the age of those using the facilities were dropping, Mr. McBride said it was but that the drop was not a significant drop.  Young people with depression were more prevalent than previously but he hoped that the Health Services Executive would also target this area.  Councillor Martin Bellew thanked the group for their presentation and praised their commitment and was glad of the opportunity to meet with them and wished them well with the new drop in centre.
669/05
SCHEME FOR THE ALLOCATION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING

_______________________________________________________________________

Mr. Jim Byrne circulated the scheme for allocation of Affordable Housing and went through the scheme for the councillors.  Councillor Jim Ryan asked if houses bought at the affordable scheme were subject to the same veto which applies to Social Housing Scheme at disposal.  Mr. Jim Byrne replied that the only interest is the clawback of the exchequer input.  
The Scheme was proposed by Councillor Jim D’Arcy and seconded by Councillor Mark Dearey.  
670/05
SCHEME FOR THE ALLOCATION OF SOCIAL HOUSING
______________________________________________________________________

Mr. Byrne went through the scheme for the allocation of social housing and stated that the scheme was put together by the three local authorities and must be adopted by the Council and approved by the Minister.  It replaced the old letting scheme adopted in 1993 and commended it to the Council stating that it had already been agreed by Louth County Council.  
Cllr. Ian Dooley raised the issue of Anti Social Behaviour and what means there were to deal with existing tenants with Anti Social Behaviour.  Mr. Byrne said that they held meetings and clinics with residents that there was two tenant liaison officers employed and that people can talk to us confidentially.  He stated that the Council investigate as far as possible including calling in tenants, writing to tenants warning that attendance is required and going to court where necessary.  The Council have moved a number of people out to date.  The Council is in the position of a landlord and will have a role where required to go to Court.  Councillor Dooley commended the work by the Tenants Liaison Officer and that a progress report be circulated.  Mr. Byrne indicated that a general report could only be circulated as any matters in it would be subject to confidentiality.  He then undertook to prepare a report for the Councillors.  
Cllr. Jim Ryan asked if there would be a change in the position whereby voluntary houses could be bought on the back of changes recently made in Northern Ireland regarding Voluntary Houses.  Mr. Byrne said that the current situation was that houses under the voluntary housing scheme could not be bought.  It had changed in the North but not in the South.  Legislative change would be required for any change of this scheme.  
Councillor Seamus Keelan stated that it was a very comprehensive scheme regarding social houses and that tenants be given copies of the scheme at tenants meetings.  Mr. Byrne said that the document was a public document for all.  Mr. Byrne went on to say that the tenancy agreement was presented at the pre tenancy meeting was a more appropriate document for that meeting. 
Councillor Martin Bellew suggested that the Gardai could take a case in a situation where the individual was unwilling to sign a document alleging anti social behaviour.  Councillor Bellew asked Mr. Byrne to look into the feasibility of this and to revert to the Council.  Mr. Byrne  stated that In an ideal situation they would sign the document, however, if the complaint could be brought with the Gardai then that was a route they were prepared to go down.  Mr. Byrne confirmed that Dundalk Town Council had met with the Garda in relation to this matter.  
The scheme for allocation for Social Housing was proposed by Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan.
Councillor Seamus Keelan went on to congratulate Councillors Jim D’Arcy, Councillor Mark Dearey and Councillor Martin Bellew on getting the Community Safety Conference up and running and said that it was a very enlightening conference and particular it was a zero tolerance policy which was adopted in New York which was outlined by Mr. Bernie Malone, New York Police Department.  Councillor Keelan also asked for a list of new staff and staff changes to be circulated at the end of the year to all councillors.  
Councillor Noel Lennon complimented all staff and officials on the organisation of the conference, Councillor Jim D’Arcy echoed his remarks and mentioned in particular David Jones, Susan Deery, Theresa Mathews & Jim Byrne.  He thanked in particular the Manager, and Superintent Pat McGee and Councillor Meenan & Councillor Bellew for their help.  Councillor Jim Ryan also asked to be associated with these remarks.
671/05
DUNDALK TRANSPORTATION STUDY (Report No. 1 of 2)

Councillor Martin Bellew proposed to look at that this matter in January at a special meeting.  This was seconded by Councillor Eamon O’Boyle.

672/05
MEMBERS PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE SCHEME

_______________________________________________________________________

Mr. Frank Pentony, Town Clerk recommended this scheme to those not already insured through the County Council Scheme and advised that members take the highest level of cover available.  
673/05
SECTION 104 RESOLUTION IN RELATION TO OVEREXPENDITURE IN YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2004

_______________________________________________________________________

Ms. Joan Smith, Administrative Officer, outlined a number of areas where there was over expenditure and sought approval for same in Programme Groups 2, 3, 5 & 6.  
Programme Group 2: Roads, Transportation & Safety, totalling €106,000

Programme Group 3: Water Supply & Sewerage, totalling €140,000

Programme Group 5: Environmental Protection, totalling €366,456

Programme Group 6: Recreation & Amenity, totalling €12,227

This was proposed and seconded by Councillors Seamus Keelan and Noel Lennon.  The Town Clerk, Frank Pentony explained that overall the overspend is a lot less when taken across all programmes rather than just the individual programmes.
674/05
THE ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2004

______________________________________________________________________

Proposed by Councillor Jim Ryan and seconded by Councillor Seamus Keelan to adopt the AFS for 2004.
Discussion took place regarding page 9, where Councillor Keelan raised the issue of depreciation and asked was it all assets other than housing and were land and buildings depreciated.  The Town Clerk answered that housing and land would have appreciated and not depreciated.  Councillor Keelan then referred to page 10, debtors of the same and asked was there provision for domestic refuse charges.  Administrative Officer, Joan Smith answered there would be provision in the future.  Councillor Keelan also referred to The Local Government Audit on page 17 regarding Stocks and asked how are stocks quantified? Ms. Smith replied that there was a physical stock count and the 2004 Audit is ongoing and they hope to have this completed by the end of 2005.  Referring to Page 13, Current Assets, Councillor Keelan asked how there could be an increase from 9million to 18million, Ms. Smith answered that monies had been recovered from the Department of Environment that were owed from the final account  of the Sewerage Treatment Plant.
Councillor Jim Ryan referred to page 16, Long Term Debtors and how an element of 19million was a long term debt for voluntary housing, Ms. Smith answered by stating that the loans are under the voluntary housing scheme, Mr. Jim Byrne added that they are funded by the Department and there is no cost to the Local Authority and once paid they revert to the Voluntary Housing Agency.  
Councillor Keelan congratulated Ms. Joan Smith on a very clear and thorough answers to the questions on the over expenditure.
675/05
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR JIM D’ARCY

______________________________________________________________________

“What steps are being taken to get rid of the smell coming from the Treatment Plant on the Point Road?”

Response: The Sewerage Treatment Plant is managed by Louth County Council.  Dundalk Town Council will forward your question to Louth County Council for a report at the next meeting”

The answer was noted.  Councillor D’Arcy asked would a dedicated pipe from the Brewery to the treatment plant reduce the odours.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer, responded that there was no evidence to support this.  

676/05
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR JIM D’ARCY

______________________________________________________________________

“That Dundalk Town Council apply for City Status for Dundalk”

Councillor D’Arcy noted the motion and spoke of the advantages which would accrue to Dundalk in having City Status, both in terms of Dundalk Institute of Technology's move towards a University, the status of Louth County Hospital, the attraction to present entrepreneurs and the importance of having a town which is twinned with a City under the Twin City scheme also being a City.  The motion was seconded by Councillor Noel Lennon. Other members also spoke in support of the motion.  
Councillor Jim Ryan spoke against the motion and said that the idea of looking for City Status is a farce.  He referred to the size of Dundalk not warranting City Status and that there was a danger of seeking to increase the size could result in Dundalk becoming a dormitory town.  
Councillor Eamon O’Boyle asked what the procedure was to move towards City Status.  Martina Moloney, County Manager stated that she would undertake research as to how it was done, however, her initial research indicated that it is not helpful in terms to a procedure to achieve it.  
Councillor D’Arcy welcomed the members comments and also thanked Mr. Bill Tosh, Chief Executive Officer, Dundalk Chamber of Commerce, for his contribution.  
677/05
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUCNILLOR IAN DOOLEY

_______________________________________________________________________

“That this Council, in order to prevent on street flooding, undertakes regular i.e. fortnightly, maintenance including cleaning and clearing of all gullies and drains which fall under the control of Dundalk Town Council”

Response: Given the resources and budget that has been allocated to the maintenance of road gullies I feel it would not be possible to clean and clear all road gullies within the town boundary on a fortnightly basis.

Within the last six months Dundalk Town Council has been clearing road gullies in areas listed below that have been noted to being prone to flooding and silting of gullies. 

· Alphonsus Road.

· Red Barns Road.

· Avenue Road.

· Castletown Road.

· Coxes

· O Hanlon Park /Father Murray Park.

· Muirhevnamour.

· Bay Estate.

· Chapel street/new street.

· Linenhall Street / Bridge Street.

· Anne street

· Crescent.

A private contractor is hired on a monthly basis to clean gullies in areas highlighted by Dundalk Town Council’s sewer men. This monitoring and cleaning is continuous throughout the year. If Councillor Dooley is aware of an area in the town that may need maintenance carried out to gullies it can be added to the list of works to be carried out in the future. In addition, the gullies along the street cleaning contract route are cleared twice yearly as part of the contract.

Councillor Dooley welcomed this response and complimented the ground staff and outdoor staff for their work.  Councillor Eamon O’Boyle supported the motion.  
Councillor Martin Bellew disagreed with the assertion that gullies were the problem, he said that water seemed to lie in between the gullies on the Ramparts Road, Park Street and other streets.  Councillor Keelan supported Councillor Bellews assertion.  He also asked who would carry out inspections of works when they were completed.  Catherine Duff, Town Engineer answered the lift was being followed up which Councillor Bellew had omitted and unfortunately supervision was limited due to staff levels.  Councillor Bellew also suggested that retention money should be held until after a shower of rain to see if there was any pooling in between gullies.  
678/05
CONFERENCES

______________________________________________________________________

No remarks.
679/05
CORRESPONDENCE

_______________________________________________________________________

Waterford County Councils request for National Guidelines for the implementation of a waiver scheme for waste disposal charge.  The Town Clerk replied to this by stating that this would only apply to Local Authorities who had not privatised their waste disposal.
The Chairman reminded the members that lighting of the Christmas tree was taking place at 6.30 on Thursday 24th November, where there was an invite from the North Louth Hospice and Home Care Foundation which was circulated to members.   He also spoke of Dundalk winning third prize in the Tidy Town Competition recently in Kells, Co. Meath and thanked the North Louth Hospice and Home Care Foundation for their invitation to the lightning of the Christmas Tree.
Minutes confirmed at meeting

Held on ________ day of ________ 2005

______________

Cathaoirleach

_________________

Cleireach an Bhaile
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