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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 3rd March, 2014, at 7.00 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane.


Councillors:               P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster, C. McKenna, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. P. Poole, County Manager                         





Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk.





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer




                                
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.




 



 Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
39/14
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councilor A Donohoe, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd February, 2014, were adopted.  
40/14
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor I. Munster asked when the public lighting at Liscorrie will be connected.  Mr. P. Finn Borough Engineer, indicated that the public lighting at Liscorrie has been connected.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh enquired about the possible removal of the pole at the De Lacy bridge.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he will have a report for the next meeting.
41/14

Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Sheila Carry, Marian Park, Drogheda, Mother of Pamela Buckley, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Matthew Woods, Pearse Park, Drogheda.

42/14

Presentation by Malta Services on their Supported Employment Initiative. 
Mr. Egidio Magliocco, Employment Support Coordinator and Job Developer for Malta Services, Drogheda, gave the attached presentation.   The Mayor and Members thanked Mr. Magliocco for the presentation and he responded to queries raised by the Members. 
43/14
DEHLG Private Housing Grants

Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, gave the attached presentation and responded to queries by the Members.

44/14
Traveller Accommodation Action Plan 2014 – 2018 for noting.
The Traveller Accommodation Action Plan 2014 which was circulated with the Agenda was noted by the Members.

45/14
Report on Proposed Skateboard Park – Intention to commence Part 8 Planning Procedure.
The Members welcomed the report on the proposed Skateboard Park which was circulated with the agenda and the intention to commence Part 8 Planning Procedure.
.

46/14
Extinguishment of Right of Way at Marsh Road, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods, the Members gave approval to the commencement of the statutory process to extinguish the right of way at Marsh Road, Drogheda, as per report dated 24th February, 2014, which was circulated with the Agenda.
47/14
Approval of Proposed Draft Bye Laws for the control of Horse Drawn Hackney Carriages.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods approval was given to the proposed Draft Bye Laws for the control of Horse Drawn Hackney Carriages going on public display  as per report circulated with the Agenda.   
48/14
List of Forthcoming Conferences.

There were no nominations.
49/14
Members Community Grants

The Members approved the payment of the Members Community Grants which were circulated with the Agenda.
50/14
Monthly Progress Reports.

Councillor K. Callan asked how many exclusion orders had been made in February 2014.   
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer informed the meeting that an application for an exclusion order had been made in Scarlet Crescent and the application had been granted. 
Councillor F. Maher asked if the Council could contact Meath County Council to investigate the possibility of them installing rumble strips on the part of the Plattin Road which is in their area.   He also asked if there is a possibility of erecting extra bollards for the protection of pedestrians.

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that the matter will be investigated.

51/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell
That this Council install double yellow lines at the North Road entrance to Ashfield estate for the purpose of preventing inconsiderate car parking which is posing a serious threat to road users and pedestrians. 

Reply: The Council will examine parking at this location to determine if double yellow lines are warranted and will consult with the Garda Authorities. Prior consultation with the Gardai is required before double yellow lines can be installed.   

The Members supported the Motion, and following a discussion Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated the matter would be discussed with the National Transport Authority, the Gardai and the Residents Association.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh did not support the Motion.

52/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor C. McKenna 
In the interests of public safety I call on Drogheda Borough Council to install, as a matter of urgency, pedestrian crossings at the follow locations: a) Shamrock Villas/Brookville; and, b) Boyle O'Reilly Terrace/The Medical Missionaries of Mary auditorium. 
Reply: The Council is currently assessing pedestrian crossing facilities in the vicinity of Beechgrove roundabout. The area of this assessment will be extended to encompass the two areas listed in this notice of motion.    
The Members supported the Motion.

53/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.
That Drogheda Borough Council consider safety measures at the crossing point  from Meadow View estate to St. Mary’s Parish School. This is a busy and dangerous crossing. There is a need for improved road markings and extra signs. The Council should also consider the provision of a school warden at this location during peak times.’

Reply: The Council will examine this crossing point to establish if safety measures are warranted. It should be noted that The Walking and Cycling Strategy for Drogheda was drawn up last year with the aim of encouraging greater use of sustainable travel modes for trips to work, education, shops and for recreation. Included are measures to actively promote walking and cycling by assisting schools in preparing a Travel Plan. The Council will consult with the school authorities 

on any measures proposed.  

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, the Members supported the Motion.
54/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.
 In accordance with

•
The Air Pollution Act 1987  Sections (46) and (49.) 

•
Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2008 on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe

•
New Air Quality Standards CAFÉ (Cleaner Air For Europe)

And cognisant of recent observations by the Drogheda Environmental Team especially that  The air pollution monitoring van of the EPA was present in Drogheda only once and as far back as 2003 That on that occasion the van measured a worrying and alarmingly high level of PM10 particle dust for the short period that they were measuring  That under Directive 1999/30/EC we are required to protect the quality of the air we breathe  That the targets for PM10 pollution are  supposed to be brought below the limit of 50 micro grams / m3 by Jan 2005

That this Council makes  an  “Air Quality Management Plan” That such Plan shall contain such objectives as seem to this local authority to be reasonable and necessary for the prevention or limitation of air pollution or the preservation or improvement of air quality in the area to which such plan relates.

Reply: The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) manages the national monitoring of the ambient air quality network in Ireland. Should there be any exceedances of the air quality standards the EPA may notify a Local Authority to prepare  an Air Quality Management plan under article 22 of the 2011 Air Quality Standard Regulations. As outlined below the recorded PM10 values in Drogheda are below the threshold values stipulated in the Regulations and no exceedances have been recorded. 

Directive 2008/50/EC was transposed into Irish legislation by the Air Quality Standards Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 180 of 2011). These Regulations replace all previous legislation.
Under the Clean Air for Europe Directive, EU member states must designate "Zones" for the purpose of managing air quality.  For Ireland, four zones were defined in the Air Quality Standards Regulations . The zones are as follows.

· Zone A: Dublin

· Zone B: Cork

· Zone C: Other cities and large towns comprising Limerick, Galway, Waterford, Drogheda, Dundalk, Bray, Navan, Ennis, Tralee, Kilkenny, Carlow, Naas, Sligo, Newbridge, Mullingar, Wexford, Letterkenny, Athlone, Celbridge, Clonmel, Balbriggan, Greystones, Leixlip and Portlaoise.

· Zone D: Rural Ireland, i.e. the remainder of the State excluding Zones A, B and C.

The results obtained for PM 10 for Drogheda in 2003 was similar with the PM10 readings in other towns within the zone C region at that time. The limit value for PM10 was not exceeded in Drogheda when the allowed margin of tolerance was taken into account.
Regarding PM10 there are two limit values for the protection of human health  - 

· the 24hr average of 50 µg/m3, which must not be exceeded more than 35 times. 

· Annual mean limit value of 40 µg/m3.

Recorded Annual mean PM10  readings from the Drogheda monitoring station are as follows:-
· 2005---17(µg/m3)

· 2006---18(µg/m3)

· 2007---18(µg/m3)

· 2008---17(µg/m3)

· 2009---19(µg/m3)

The recorded data from the Drogheda monitoring station is below the Annual mean PM10 Threshold of 40µg/m3.

The EPA is in currently in the process of monitoring Zone C towns. Monitoring is currently being carried out in Mullingar and the next towns to be monitored are likely to be Galway, Drogheda and Dundalk.  
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh the Members supported the Motion.  It was agreed that a copy of the Motion would be forwarded to Louth County Council.    
55/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.
In light of the requests made on many occasions by members of this council, residents associations and private residential dwellers for traffic calming measures to be introduced in residential estates can this council explore, price and report on the cost of implementing rubber strip speed ramps in residential areas where such requests are made. 

Such a system is extremely cost effective and temporary where such ramps can be removed by the council at anytime following their installation should the council wish to do so or should a request be made by a residents association. 

Reply: The possible use of proprietary traffic ramps will be examined and a report brought back to the members. Any system used will need to be compliant with current standards and have a proven track record before it can be considered for use in public roads
On the proposal of Councillor K.Callan, seconded by Councillor I. Munster the Members supported the Motion.
56/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.
. 
Can this council make safe the broken fence bordering Shrewsbury Manor and   Beaulieu Mews on the open green  space , which has a 2 story drop from Shrewsbury Manor into Beaulieu Mews . As this is an open play area this needs to be addressed for the safety of the residents who play in this area. 

Reply: This fence needs to be replaced. Following a site inspection the Council is taking steps to  ensure this work is carried out.   
Following a discussion Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that she will have the various options open to the Council investigated.
57/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor L. Bell Woods.
"Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to investigate the feasibility of installing Wheelchair Only Parking slots outside the home of residents in Yellowbatter and Pearse Park who are in possession of a valid parking permit for people with disabilities"

Reply: Requests for disabled parking spaces are considered on a case by case basis and are provided in residential areas where a need for same has been established. Designated disabled parking spaces are not specific to a particular person as they can be used by any motorist who has the relevant parking permit
Proposed by Councillor L. Bell Woods and seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh.

58/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster
Calling on this council to enter in to negotiations with landowners, clubs and Meath County Council with a view to establishing a safer, shorter access to St. Mary's Pitch and Devlin Pitch for the 4-5 local clubs with upwards of 1000 users. Devlin Pitch and St Marys Pitch are both beside each other. The access to St Mary's Pitch is through a housing estate much to the annoyance of residents in that estate and other estates close by due to parking problems for residents and no parking issues for club users. The access to Devlin  Pitch is through a badly potholed lane. Calling on the council to enter into discussions with all the above parties with a view to exploring the option of opening up a new access from the roundabout at St. Mary's School.

 
Reply: This is not a matter for Drogheda Borough Council. The pitches in question are located in County Meath. 
The Mayor Councillor R. Culhane indicated that he would arrange a meeting with Meath County Council, Directors of both Clubs and Councillor I. Munster.
.

59/14

Any other business.

The Members agreed to receive a deputation from Dignity 4 Patients at the April Meeting.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerks informed the Members that a delegation from Saint Monde will be visiting Drogheda over the St. Patricks Weekend, and a program me of events will be sent to the Members.
The Meeting concluded.

__________________________________

MAYOR

DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL





Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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