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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 6th January, 2014, at 7.00 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane.



Councillors:            P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,




F. Maher, I. Munster, C. McKenna, M. O’Dowd, 




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. P. Poole, County Manager                         





Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk.



                                
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.




 



 Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
Apologies from Councillor K. Callan.
1/14
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councilor P. Bell, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd December, 2013, were adopted.  Councillor C. McKenna referred to Minute No. 203/13 and requested that the minute read that the Developer has had 14 years to complete the Estate.  Councillor M. O’Dowd indicated that questions had been raised under Any Other Business in relation to the site at Marsh Road.
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor P. Bell the minutes of Budget Meeting held on 16th December, 2013, were adopted.
2/14
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor K.O’Heiligh asked if a report had been prepared on the spillage into the River Boyne.    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that a meeting has been arranged with Louth County Council and the Department of Agriculture later this month, and the views expressed by the Council will be brought to the Meeting.   
Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked for an update on the Skateboard Park.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that a detailed specification has to be prepared in order to go to tender and the Part 8 process has to commence.   She confirmed that the Skateboarders will be consulted.
Councillor I. Munster asked if the report on the junction at Mell/Cement Road had been prepared.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that the report had not been prepared, but would be brought to the Council in due course.

3/14
Presentation by Louth Volunteer Centre.
Mr. John Cotterell gave the attached presentation to the Members.   The Mayor and Members thanked Mr. Cottrell for the presentation and he responded to queries raised by the Members.
4/14
Report on the operation of traffic lights at Shop Street/North Quay.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, responded to queries by the Members on the report on the operation of traffic lights at Shop Street/North Quay which was circulated with the Agenda.   He informed the Members that an investigation will take place on the traffic lights at James Street/Bull Ring and the Marsh and he will discuss the matter with the Service Provider.     A report will be brought to the Council  for the February Meeting.
5/14
Report on feasibility of introducing residents only parking areas..
Following a discussion on the report on the feasibility of introducing residents only parking areas which was circulated with the Agenda, it was agreed that a letter be issued to the Garda Superintendent requesting him to have parking in Bothar Brugha monitored.
6/14
Disposal of Fee Simple Interest in property at No. 59 Pearse Park, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 13th December, 2013)
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor C. McKenna, approval was given to the disposal of the fee simple interest in property at No. 59 Pearse Park, Drogheda, for the sum of €25,000 plus costs and expenses.
7/14
List of Forthcoming Conferences.
Approval was given for the attendance of Councillor A. Donohoe at the LAMA Spring Seminar 2014 in the Four Season Hotel, Monaghan on 31st January, and 1st February, 2014.
8/14
Monthly Progress Reports.
Councillor K O’Heiligh raised the issue of the storage of waste at Tom Roes Point and its transfer from Drogheda Port.    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, indicated that there is a permit in place for the storage of waste at Tom Roes Point which is held by Drogheda Port.   
Councillor I. Munster indicated that there is an area in a Cul de Sac at Brookville adjacent to the Rugby Club which has pooling of water.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, undertook to investigate the area.

Councillor I. Munster referred to lack of public lighting at Liscorrie.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he would have the matter investigated.
Councillor C. McKenna asked if the provision of housing will be substantially through leasing from the private sector.  Ms. J. Martin, Director of of Services and Town Clerk indicated that there has been a major change in policy and the provision of housing will be mainly through the private sector and Voluntary Groups.

Councillor M. O’Dowd congratulated the staff of the Council on the works carried out during the recent flooding.   Following a discussion on the recent flooding Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that consultation will take place with the people affected by the flooding and an update will be given to the Members.  

9/14
Condolences.
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Josephine Griffin, mother of Mary T. Daly, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.
The family of the late Rosaleen Maguire, mother of Frances Fallan, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Nan Murtagh, mother of Mary Murtagh, staff member of Louth County Council.

The family of the late Wayne McQuillan, Marian Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Margaret Kierans,Yellowbatter, Drogheda, mother of Deputy Gerald Nash.

The family of the late Christy Lynch, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.

10/14
                     Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell. 

That this Council in the interests of public safety construct a bus bay on Donore Road in close proximity to the westerly entrance of Ballsgrove as close as possible.

Reply: The Council will consult with the bus operators to seek their views on the provision of a bus bay at this location and will prepare a report for the Members. The provision of a bus bay is contingent on funding being made available.   

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members supported the Motion.
11/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton
Can this Council have a report on the samples taken from the river Boyne on 25th of November 2013 regarding pollution in the river and why are there sewage pipes still flowing into the river from south side of the riverbank particularly at the Viaduct area and the Hay Market bridge. 

Reply: Louth County Council investigated a report of pollution on the River Boyne that allegedly occurred on 25th November 2013. As the file on this matter is still open it would not be appropriate at this stage to comment further.
Proposed by Councillor D. Wilton, Seconded by Councillor F. Maher.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the Members that when the report is completed it will be made available to the Members.
12/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor C. McKenna 
Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to make provision in the 2014 budget for the funding of works on The Community House Network building, located at 229 Rathmullan Park, to install wheelchair accessible facilities, particularly toilet facilities, so as to allow unimpeded access to the Community House for those who are mobility impaired or who have special needs.

Reply: The Revenue Budget 2014 was adopted by the Council at its statutory Budget meeting on Monday 16th December, 2013.  The Council has had no request from the community house for such works.  However, they can be considered under the 2014 provision for disability adaptations. 
On the proposal of Councillor C. McKenna, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Members supported the Motion.
13/14
Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane.
Will Drogheda Borough Council please consider erecting no right turn signage opposite the council car park (O’Reillys) Fair St., as there have been a number of near traffic accidents at this exit. 

Reply: There is no objection in principle to erecting a no right turn sign at this location to direct motorists exiting the car park. It may be necessary to erect the sign at the car park exit owing to the narrow footpath on the other side of the road.    

The motion was noted.
14/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor  I. Munster
Calling on the council to insert a filter / feeder light at the traffic lights at the junction of Crosslanes / Moneymore to enable motorists coming across Crosslanes from Boyle O Reilly direction to turn in to DIFE / Moneymore / Mayfield / Lawrence Park/ Drive and Lia Breaga. Without a filter / feeder light at present it is causing tailbacks at this junction and also causing a road safety issue.

Reply: There is not sufficient space for a dedicated left turning lane at this junction. The effectiveness of a filter in such cases is limited as traffic turning left is held up by any vehicles ahead of them that want to go straight on. The sequencing of the lights will be re assessed having regard to current traffic patterns and a left turning filter will be provided if this is merited
Councillor I. Munster proposed and Councillor K. O’Heiligh seconded the motion.   Following a discussion Mr. P. Finn, borough Engineer, indicated that a report will be brought to the Members.
15/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor F, Maher.

That Drogheda Borough Council resurface the junction of Duleek Street/ Mary Street and put down appropriate lines and markings to ensure road safety.’

Reply: The Council has carried out repair work at this junction and has renewed white lining. The matter of resurfacing the junction will be considered in the context of the 2014 Road works programme.

On the proposal of Councilor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, the Members supported the motion.
16/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. O’Heiligh and Councilor M. O’Dowd.
. 
That this Local Authority expresses its serious concerns regarding the derelict site on the Marsh Road formerly Irish Oil and Cake Mill and seeks an urgent meeting with its owners to progress action for full land remediation and the decontamination of the silos used for storing BSE material.    
Reply: Louth County Council is currently in discussions with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in relation to this matter. The Council will be kept advised of developments as they occur. 

On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd the members supported the Motion.
The Meeting concluded.

__________________________________

MAYOR

DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL





Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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