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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 3rd February, 2014, at 7.00 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane.


Councillors:               P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster, C. McKenna, 




M. O’Dowd, 




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. P. Poole, County Manager                         





Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk.





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer




                                
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.




 



 Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
17/14
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councilor P. Bell, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th January, 2014, were adopted.  
18/14
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor I. Munster asked if the report on the traffic survey at Mell was available.    Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that the report on the Leonards Cross junction upgrade was an item on the Agenda.    
Councillor I. Munster asked when the public lighting at Liscorrie will be connected.  Mr. P. Finn will investigate the matter.

Councillor D. Wilton asked if the report on the spillage to the River Boyne was available.    
Mr. P Finn, Borough Engineer, advised that the incident was still under investigation but a report will be brought to the Council when investigations are concluded.
Councillor M. O’Dowd asked if a report on the extinguishment of Right of Way at the Marsh Road was available.  Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report would be available for the March Meeting
Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to minute no. 2/14 and asked for an update.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that a meeting had taken place with the Department of Agriculture, and further meetings are required to establish where responsibility lies.   Councillor M. O’Dowd asked if the land was contaminated.    Ms. J. Martin will follow up on the matter.

19/14
Disposal of Fee Simple Interest in premises at 39 Ship Street, Drogheda to Joseph Bellew and Ann Bellew.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods the Members approved the disposal of the Fee Simple Interest in premises at 39 Ship Street, Drogheda, to Joseph Bellew and Ann Bellew for the sum of €400.00 plus costs and expenses.
20/14
Taking in Charge of Silk Park, Plattin Road, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods, the Members approved the commencement of the process of Taking in Charge of Silk Park, Plattin Road, Drogheda, as recommended in report circulated with the Agenda
21/14
Leonards Cross Junction Upgrade.
The report which was circulated with the Agenda on Leonards Cross Junction Upgrade was noted by the Members.
22/14
Traffic Lights at Marsh Road/Bull Ring.
The report which was circulated with the Agenda on the traffic lights at Marsh Road/Bull Ring was noted by the Members.

23/14
Traffic Lights at Junction of Crosslanes and Windmill Road.
The report which was circulated with the Agenda on the traffic lights at the junction of Crosslanes and Windmill Road was noted by the Members.

24/14
Statutory Audit Report for year ended 31st December, 2012.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, responded to queries raised by the Members.

25/14
List of Forthcoming Conferences.

There were no nominations.
26/14
Members Community Grants

The Members approved the payment of the Members Community Grants which were circulated with the Agenda.
27/14
Monthly Progress Reports.

The Mayor Councillor R. Culhane and Councillor P. Bell referred to the situation in relation to lifebuoys being stolen from the River.
Councillor P. Bell suggested that CCTV be installed at all Recycling Bins in order to discourage illegal dumping at the bins.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to the changes in the grant assistance for the Elderly and Disabled, and requested that a presentation be given to the Members on the changes. 
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Members that details of the changes will be circulated to the Members.   

Councillor F. Maher referred to the works being carried out at the junction of Mary Street/James Street.    Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the Members that the works being carried out were upgrading watermains.
Councillor K. Callan commended the staff on the works carried out on the Quays during the recent flooding.  

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to the potholes on North Quay/St. Marys Bridge, and also enquired if a condition could be inserted in road works contracts restricting works being carried out on Friday afternoons.
28/14
Condolences.
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Cepta Bell, Brookville, Drogheda, Mother of Councillor P. Bell
The family of the late Marita Moore, Dublin Road, Drogheda.

29/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell
That this Council convert the bus parking bay on West Street to a bus set down area only and that illegal parking and loading be stopped on the area through rigid enforcement of Council parking bye laws.
Reply: The West Street parking bay consists of a bus parking area and a loading bay. Vehicle using either can park for up to 30 minutes. The West Street bus stop facilitates tourist buses as well as the Bus Eireann town service. There are also 2 bus parking bays at Fr. Connolly Way and one at Laurence's Street to facilitate parking for additional tourist buses. Bus Eireann operate two services which pick up on the hour. Bus Eireann agreed to stagger these bus times. If the West Street bus stop is limited to pick-up and/or set-down for public service vehicles only, tourist buses will not be permitted to park at this location and the bus bay would remain idle for a considerably period of time. Before any decision is made on this matter it is considered advisable to consult with the stakeholders including  the bus operators and traders to seek their views. Notwithstanding the above there is an ongoing need for enforcement to prevent illegal parking on both the bus bay and the loading bay.  
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods, the Members supported the Motion.
30/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor C. McKenna 
The members of Drogheda Borough Council call on local authorities in County Louth to withdraw all participation in and co-operation with the so-called 'Gateway' labour activation scheme. Furthermore, that the members of Drogheda Borough Council call for the abolition of all 'Labour Activation Schemes', including 'Jobsbridge' and 'Jobsplus', and their replacement with a jobs programme paying trade union rates, to address the infrastructure deficit, and an end to the 'Employment Control Framework', which is artificially preventing much needed recruitment to the public sector.

Reply: Gateway is a Local Authority Activation Scheme which provides short-term work and training opportunities for long-term unemployed people on the Live Register.  The Scheme is intended to assist the personal and social development of participants by providing short-term work opportunities with the objective of bridging the gap between unemployment and re-entering the workplace. 
Proposed by Councillor C. McKenna, Seconded by Councillor M. Coogan.   Following a discussion on the Motion the matter was put to a vote as follows:

Against:     Councillors P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, The Mayor,

                  Councillor R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd,

                  K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton                                                                                       = 11

For:           Councillor C. McKenna                                                                                        =  1

The motion was lost.   Councillor M. Coogan wished it to be noted that he seconded the Motion so that it could be discussed.
31/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.
That Drogheda Borough Council forego parking charges for the weekends of the Giro d’Italia race and the Maritime Festival in order to encourage more visitors to come to town and to boost the local retail and hospitality trade.’

Reply: Car parking is a key element of any traffic management plan for events such as the Giro d’ Italia and the Maritime Festival. Detailed plans will need to be drawn up for both events which will determine issues such as parking locations, parking restrictions etc. While it is not possible at this stage to be specific on the detail, in general visitors to events such as these are encouraged to come early and to park where possible away from the location of the event. Parking charges could be a useful tool to assist in managing traffic for example by giving people free parking if they park by a certain time at specific locations. The matter will be discussed with the Gardai when the traffic management plans for the events are being finalised.     

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher seconded by Councillor K. Callan, the Members supported the Motion.
On the proposal of the Mayor Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members agreed to take the following Notice of Motion in the name of The Mayor.
32/14
Notice of Motion – The Mayor Councillor R. Culhane.
In the interest of road safety will the Borough Council consider the construction of a Lay-by on both the Rathmullen Rd outside the perimeter wall of St Olivers Secondary School, and Marleys Lane. The construction of the Lay-by would facilitate the safe parking of parents collecting pupils from both St Josephs Secondary School and the new St Johns National School. Cars are presently parking on footpaths at school opening and closing hours and the situation is hazardous.

Reply: The Council will in conjunction with the school authorities examine this issue with the aim of identifying measures to address school parking. In identifying a solution the Council will also have regard to any future plans for the school. 
On the proposal of the Mayor Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members supported the Motion.
33/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster
That this council identify an area on the Dublin Road in order to construct a proper bus bay in the interest of public safety. At the moment buses are pulling in at the Black Bull causing traffic obstruction and congestion. The Dublin Road is a high density residential area with a lot of commuters travelling to work and college and is without a properly constructed bus bay.

Reply: The Council will consult with the bus operators to seek their views on the provision of a bus bay on the Dublin Road and will prepare a report for the Members. The provision of a bus bay is contingent on funding being made available.   

On the proposal of Councillor I. Munster seconded by Councillor C. McKenna, the Members supported the Motion.

34/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor L Bell Woods.
. 
Could the Council do a traffic study of the Beechgrove  roundabout in order to determent  where a pedestrian crossing could be implemented to improve the safety of people crossing at this junction.

Reply:  The mini roundabout incorporates dished kerbing and traffic islands which facilitates uncontrolled pedestrian crossing movements. The Council will examine the current situation in relation to any difficulties being experienced by pedestrians with a view to identifying conveniently situated controlled crossing facilities if warranted.

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members supported the Motion.

35/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.
That Drogheda Borough Council conducts a pedestrian road safety audit and identifies a multi annual action plan to make our roads safer for pedestrian and vulnerable road users.   That this plan should form part of a commitment to the European Road Safety Charter.

Reply: The needs of pedestrians and vulnerable road users have been examined as part of the Drogheda Active Travel Town Walking and Cycling Strategy, April 2013. A number of network recommendations have been identified together with cost estimates and a priority matrix for implementing the works. However no funding has been made available to progress this. Drogheda Borough Council has signed up to the European Road Safety Charter and did avail of funding to implement measures. However no funding is currently available under this programme
On the proposal of Councillor M O’Dowd seconded by the Councillor D. Wilton, the Members supported the Motion.

36/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. O’Heiligh..
That this Council make suitable arrangements to have the lamp standard on the footpath connecting DeLacy Bridge with the North Quay traffic lights relocated from its current position, as it is a safety concern and causing an obstruction to the large number of pedestrian using this route. 
Reply: The Council will examine this matter and will relocate the pole if it is feasible to do so.   

On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members supported the Motion.

37/14
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.

Will this Council support the introduction and implementation of the last ever Bye-Law of the Borough Council being the Drogheda Borough Council Control of Horse Drawn Carriages Bye-Laws 2014 to permit the regulated return of both horses and carriages to the streets of our historic borough for the purposes of tourism and to add to the efforts already being undertaken within the Borough to see visitor numbers increase and to add to the historic character of Drogheda. 

Reply: The Council did receive a tentative enquiry regarding this matter in 2011. However the enquirer did not pursue the matter further. The introduction of by laws can be examined. However the demand for same should be established first.  By laws are a reserved function and the statutory process takes a minimum of two months from date of advertisement to adoption by the members
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton the Members supported the Motion.

38/14

Any other business.

The Mayor Councillor R. Culhane informed the Members that he had received a letter from Malta Services requesting that a deputation be received a Council Meeting.   On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell seconded by Councillor C. McKenna agreed to receive a deputation from Malta Services at the March Meeting.
Councillor C. McKenna asked what stage the integration of the Council was at.   Ms. P. Poole, County Manager, informed the Members that the legislation is not in place at the moment.

The Meeting concluded.

__________________________________

MAYOR

DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL





Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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