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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 7th April, 2014, at 7.00 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane.


Councillors:               P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, 





A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster, C. McKenna, 




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. P. Poole, County Manager                         





Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk.





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer




                                
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.




 



 Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
60/14
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councilor K. Callan, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd March, 2014, were adopted.  
61/14
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor F. Maher referred to Minute No. 53/14 and enquired if there was a report on the matter available.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report will be available shortly.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked if the pole at the De Lacy bridge could be removed.   Mr. P. Finn,

Borough Engineer, stated the pole will be removed shortly.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked for an update on the Skateboard Park.    Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, reported that a meeting had been held with the Stakeholders, and the Part 8 process is proceeding.
Councillor M.O’Dowd referred to Minute No. 54/14 in relation to monitoring by the EPA.   
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk stated that a copy of the Motion was forwarded to Louth County Council and she will investigate if any further information is available.
62/14

Presentation by Dignity4Patients
Ms. Gemma Byrne, Chairperson of Dignity4Patients accompanied by Mr. Michael Fitzsimons gave the attached presentation.   The Mayor and Members thanked Ms. Byrne for the presentation and she responded to queries raised.
63/14
To Note date for May Council Meeting. 
The Members noted that the May Council  Meeting will be held on 12th May, 2014.
64/14
Boice Court, Mell, Drogheda – Phase 11 – 23 additional units.
The Members welcomed the report on Boice Court, Mell, Drogheda – Phase 11 – 23 additional units which was circulated with the Agenda.
65/14
Land Aggregation Report.
The Members noted the Land Aggregation Report which was circulated with the Agenda.
66/14
Transition Report.
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Members agreed to take the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor O’Heiligh in conjunction with the Transition Report which was circulated with the Agenda.
That Drogheda Borough Council extends its support and congratulations to the group Former Local Authority Members Éire (FLAME) which has held its first press conference aimed at highlighting the group’s bid to successfully obtain a Judicial Review of aspects of the Local Government Reform Act 2014. The group is attempting to mobilise momentum among former local authority members and indeed sitting members at a state wide level. All of this is occurring with a view to overturning the abolition of Town and Borough Councils as laid out in provisions of the Local Government Reform Act 2014.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.

Ms. Philomena Poole, County Manager, responded to queries raised by the Members.   The Members supported Councillor O’Heiligh’s Notice of Motion provided there was no financial implication for the Borough Council.
67/14
Use of Proprietary Speed Ramps. 
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer responded to queries by the Members on the report on the use of Proprietary Speed Ramps which was circulated to the Members.
68/14
Road Works Programme.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer responded to queries raised in relation to the Road Works Programme which was circulated with the Agenda.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members approved the Road Works Programme.
69/14
Patrick Street Ban on HGV’s
Following a discussion on the report on the Patrick Street Ban on HGV’s which was circulated with the Agenda, Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town undertook to have a further analysis carried out on the report and come back to the next Meeting of the Council.
70/14
List of Forthcoming Conferences.
There were no nominations.
71/14
Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of the Members Community Grants which was circulated with the Agenda.
72/14
Monthly Progress Report. 
Councillor F. Maher asked if extra car parking spaces could be provided at Dominics Park Playground as cars are parking on the Rathmullan Road, and also if a sign could be erected with a contact number on it for people to report damage to equipment.
Councillor C. McKenna referred to the increase in rent arrears, and asked for a report on the rent arrears for the last 3 years.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that a report is prepared on a monthly basis and that a report can be made available in relation to rent arrears for the last 3 years.
Councillor M.O’Dowd referred to complaint received with regards to filters that hadbeen installed in houses in John Paul Court.  Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that a report will be prepared and brought to the Council.
Councillor K. Callan asked for an update on the Exclusion Order in Scarlet Crescent.   
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Meeting that the Exclusion Order is in place and the Residents are aware of the procedure.
73/14
Civic Awards.
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane, informed the Members that the Civic Awards will be held on 8th May, 2014.
74/14
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the family of the late Maura Coyle, Scarlet Street, Drogheda, mother of Kerry Coyle, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council
75/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.
That this Council commit to include to the resurfacing of weather damaged roads in College Rise which have already been the subject of temporary repairs in the 2014 - 2015 Road Works Programme".

Reply: Provision has been made in the 2014 Road Works Programme to carry out works here.
The Motion was noted by the Members.

76/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.
. 
That this Council as a matter of urgency communicate with the Department of Transport and the National Roads Authority to seek funding to make the Rathmullen Road/Bridge of Peace Junction safe for pedestrians and road users and that this Council also make provision for the improvement on the grounds of health and safety measures in the forthcoming roads programme. This notice of motion is brought to this Council following this matter being raised over a number of years by elected members where to date no affirmative action has been undertaken and where pedestrian and motorist safety are seriously impaired and where successive road traffic accidents show the dire need for upgrading

Reply: Works to upgrade the junction to a traffic signalised junction were included as part of the planning permission granted for a proposed development in County Meath. This development has not proceeded. In light of this the Council applied for Specific Improvement Grant funding in the amount €260,000 for junction upgrade works in 2013. No provision for funding was allocated by the Department. Specific Improvement Grants were not being made available for 2014. The junction requires to be upgraded to a priority junction to improve traffic safety and cater for traffic movements onto and off the Bridge of Peace. The Council has had consultation on site  with the NRA Road Safety Engineer on 11th March 2014 and the County Council road design office are considering appropriate design options for the junction upgrade. An up to date traffic count has been carried out as part of this process. Any works are contingent on funding being made available.  
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members supported the Motion.
77/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor L. Bell Woods.
Could the Council give an update on the situation in relation to the low water pressure in College Rise.

 

Every Saturday and Sunday the water pressure is so low that the tanks in the attic remain empty for most of the day
.

They cannot wash themselves, use the toilet upstairs, the dishwasher stops every so often meaning that a new programme has to be started again (resulting in waste of electricity, washing tablet and, ironically, in water) and they are unable to wash their children's school uniforms in the washing machine. 

As well, when there is no water in the tanks, they cannot turn on the heating or light the fire.

At this time of the year, before people wash their cars and start gardening/watering plants, this is unacceptable in this day and age, after 18 years that they cannot obtain proper water pressure.

 

It was never great before but it has got far worse since Christmas.  The pressure is pretty poor during the week too, this is not only a weekend problem.

 They have complained to the local authorities on numerous occasions with no satisfaction.

Reply:  Water pressure in the high areas of the north side of Drogheda is borderline. Pressure can drop below acceptable levels periodically during periods of high demand. The Council is aware of problems recently during times of peak demand especially at weekends. In response the Council has altered valve arrangements and is carrying out an extensive active leakage detection programme in the area. It should be noted that households should have a minimum of 24 hour storage in their tanks and that the off peak pressure is sufficient to replenish these tanks.    

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members supported the Motion.

78/14

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.
That Drogheda Borough Council utilizes the land bank on the Ballymakenny Road to provide playing pitches for the clubs in the town. 

That the Council does so in a manner that will not jeopardise a government  resolution to  loan on the land.

That the Council calls on the Government to facilitate such community  use of the land until a resolution is agreed.

Reply: As the Council is aware, we are carrying a very significant debt in relation to these lands.   The report from the County Manager which is before the Council in relation to the debt burden in County Louth on lands purchased for the purposes of building social housing sets out the funding challenge facing the county,  A national approach to this issue is still being pursued and it would be premature in advance of terms of any such solution to make any commitments in relation to the lands where the full loan would not be discharged.
The Motion was proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh.   
.

79/14

Notice of Motion – Councilor C. McKenna.
That the members of Drogheda Borough Council note the importance of the Drogheda Samba Festival to the town's tourist economy and the festival's uniqueness in a national context. That the members of Drogheda Borough Council note with concern that the 2014 festival will not now go ahead due to a collapse in financial support. Therefore, the members of Drogheda Borough Council call on the Council and/or Louth County Council to offer once-off emergency funding to ensure that the 2014 festival is able to proceed, thus giving the organisers time to source a more sustainable funding arrangement for the 2015 and subsequent festivals. 

Reply: Louth Local Authorities have, for many years, made funding available for a wide variety of festivals and other events.    The Samba Festival has availed of such funding in the past and have submitted an application for consideration under the scheme in  2014.

On the proposal of Councillor C. McKenna, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members supported the Motion.

80/14
Notice of Motion – Councilor F. Maher.

‘That Drogheda Borough Council take immediate remedial action to repair and resurface sections of Platin Road which have collapsed and present a danger to motorists. Also that repair work be carried out on a large subsidence at the junction of Duleek Street/Platin Road/ Beamore Road.’

Reply: Provision has been made in the 2014 Road Works Programme to carry out works here. 
The Motion was noted by the Members.
81/14

Ms. Philomena Poole, County Manager.

Ms. Philomena Poole, County Manger, informed the Members that this meeting was her final Council Meeting in Drogheda Borough Council.   She thanked the staff of Drogheda Borough Council, the Mayor and Members for their support during her term as Louth County Manager.
The Mayor Councillor R. Culhane on his own behalf and on behalf of the Members of the Council thanked the Manager for her work in Drogheda during her term and wished her well in the future.

The Meeting concluded.

__________________________________

MAYOR

DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL





Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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