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Minutes of Special  Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Tuesday 7th May, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan,  M. Coogan,  R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. E. O’Callaghan, Senior Executive Planner






Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer.






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
69/13
The Mayor Councillor P. Bell informed the Members that it was agreed at the April Council Meeting to hold a special council meeting to consider the report on Part 8 (Planning and Development Regulations) – New three storey post primary school with associated site development works including car parking and access roads, as part of an overall school campus development at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the meeting that the plans for the proposed development went on public display and written submissions on the proposed development had to be submitted by 28th March, 2013.   The Manager’s report recommends the approval of the Part VIII planning application in accordance with the report of the Senior Executive Planner. Under the Planning and Development Act 2000 a decision to be made by 13th May, 2013.

Ms. Joan Martin, County Manager, indicated that nothing had changed in relation to her recommendation.   She also advised that any conditions that may be attached should be of normal planning conditions, and have technical support.
Councillor K. Callan indicated that a meeting had taken place between the Board of Management and the Parents Council and the following amendments were suggested.   He asked if clarification could be given if the amendments could be attached to the approval of recommendation put to the meeting.

Amendment No. 1
The proposed new set-down area between the two schools will be for the sole use of the Primary School during Primary School hours.

Appropriate Perimeter fencing should be erected with no direct access from the set-down area to the Post Primary School.

Outside of Primary School hours, this set-down area would be available for use by both schools.

Amendment No. 2

Upon official handover of the school to the patrons, the green space at the north rear of the site is to be apportioned to the Primary School.   This area will be for the exclusive management and use of the primary school and is to be included within the boundary line of said school.

Amendment No. 3
The planning mounding between the sports field and the primary school ballcourt area which is proposed in the final report, is to be replaced by extending the existing fencing to run between the sports field and primary ballcourt area, to the end of the retaining wall at the back of the site.

Amendment No. 4
It is suggested that the exit from the site is to become a two lane exit, facilitating right and left turn, to avoid the build up of traffic and assist with quicker egress.

Ms. J. Martin, County Manager indicated that Amendments No. 1 and 2 are matters for the school management and not part of the planning process  
It was agreed that on Amendment No. 3 the mounding to stay in place and the fencing could be extended and that both could be accommodated.   
While it was agreed that Amendment No. 4 was dealing with an appropriate planning matter, it was noted that Councillors in putting forward the amendment, had no independent technical advice to support the changes proposed.   In the circumstances the proposed amendment No. 4 was not accepted.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh submitted the following amendments 

1.
To insure road safety levels on the Ballymakenny Road are safeguarded and maintained. An appropriate level of set down and short term parking must be provided immediately on-site to prevent the overspill of car parking onto the public road network. 

A. I propose the following amendment: The proposed Primary School set down area is constructed immediately as it is now required. 

2.
In September 2014 the expected number of students for the Post Primary Collage is between 100-120 first year students. This would equate to 10-14 car park spaces needed in year 1 for staff, growing in that order yearly thereafter. 
B.  I propose the following amendment:  That the fenced erected around the 75 Parking spaces is removed and the necessary upgrading works completed to accommodate the overspill of cars. 

3.
The existing site is 10.7 acres which will be required to accommodate 480 primary pupils and 1000 post primary pupils. The total number of pupils to be accommodated in both schools will rise to 1480. When compared to St. Oliver’s School on a 20 Acre site which has 1250 pupils it is apparent that additional land is required.
C.  I propose the following amendment: That this Council enter into negotiations with the Department and Patrons with a view to exploring utilising or acquiring approximately a 3 acre plot of land for short term parking / set down for the Primary School or as a proposed new location for a sports field. 

4.
The staff parking for the primary school should accommodate SNA’s, Trades Men, School admin / Inspectors. 
D.   I propose the following amendment: That the 5 No. potential future car parking spaces are changed to 5 No. proposed car parking spaces.

The County Manager advised that Amendments Nos 1, 2 and 3 were not matters that should be addressed in the context of a planning approval.   She said that all matters raised by Members of the Council would be brought to the attention of the Department of Education and Skills.   The parking spaces referred to in Amendment No. 4 are already being provided as part of the proposed development.
Following further discussion and debate in relation to amendment No. 4 as proposed by 

Councillor K. Callan, the County Manager said that the suggested alternative 2 lane layout at the exit could be examined and considered during the detailed design and in the context of the 2nd stage Safety Audit.   A proposal by Councillor I. Munster to take a vote on the inclusion of the amendment No. 4 in the development was disallowed by the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, in the absence of any independent technical advice to support the amendment.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor K. Callan, the adoption of the report on Part 8 (Planning and Development Regulations) – New three storey post primary school with associated site development works including car parking and access roads, as part of an overall school campus development at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda,  was put to a vote as follows:
FOR:    The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, Councillors L. Bell Woods, K. Callan,

              R. Culhane, A.Donohoe, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh.                          =  9
              F. Gallagher
DID NOT VOTE:  Councillors M. Coogan, I. Munster and D. Wilton.                            =  3
The County Manager’s report as presented was approved including consideration of Amendment No. 3 submitted from the Board of Management to accommodate both the mounding and extension of the fence and that, as proposed by Councillor O’Heiligh, the word potential be changed to 5 no. proposed car parking spaces.  
70/13 
Any other Business

The Mayor and Members congratulated Fr. Denis Nulty, Parish Priest, St. Marys Parish on his appointment as Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin

The Mayor Councillor P. Bell thanked Councillor R. Culhane for organizing a Mass on Sunday 5th May for the victims of the Boston bombings.

Councillor R. Culhane congratulated the organizers of the 10K run, the Tall Ships on a successful weekend.

Councillor F. Maher asked the Borough Engineer for an update on the Ramparts.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer informed the meeting that the Ramparts had been closed due to a landslide.  Works did not proceed as quick as expected in order to have it re-opened for the 10K run, and this was outside the control of Drogheda Borough Council.   The works are due to be completed within two weeks.   

Councillor M. Coogan asked about lighting about Marleys Lane.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he will give an update at the May Meeting.

71/13

Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Dermot Anthony Finglas, Greenbatter, Drogheda.

The family of the late William Dyas, Glenview, Drogheda.

The family of the late Tony “Socks” Byrne, Olympic medal winner and formerly of Hardmans Gardens, Drogheda. 
The Meeting concluded.

                                                               ________________________________________
                                                                                             MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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