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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 2nd September, 2013 at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, P. Bell,  M. Coogan, 


A. Donohoe, I. Munster, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd, 
                         K. O’Heiligh, 
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. P. Poole, County Manager                         





Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk.



                                
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.






 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.







 Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
Apologies from Councillors. K. Callan and D. Wilton.
The Mayor welcomed Ms. Philomena Poole and congratulated her on her appointment as Louth                                                               
County Manager.   The Members welcomed Ms. Poole and wished her well in the future.    Ms. Poole thanked the Members for their welcome.
The Mayor and Members paid tribute to Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk for the period she carried out the duties of County Manager.

Ms. J. Martin thanked the Members 

130/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councilor F. Maher, seconded by Councilor A. Donohoe the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1st July, 2013 were adopted.
131/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Minute No. 123/13 and asked for an update on the skateboard Park.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a further meeting with the Promoters of the Skakebard Park is required.   Following that meeting a report will be prepared for the Members.
Councillor F. Maher asked when will a report will be available on unauthorised parking at Mayfield Housing Estate.  Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he will endeavour to have a report for the next Meeting of the Council.
132/13
To consider filling of the casual vacancy in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act 201, (as amended) arising from the resignation of Councillor F. Gallagher
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer informed the Members that Councillor F. Gallagher resigned from Drogheda Borough Council with effect from 30th June, 2013.   A Casual vacancy notice was issued to the Members and in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001 the seat is to be filled by co-option.    Mr. Ciaran McKenna 66 Bryanstown Manor, Dublin Road, Drogheda, was nominated by the Socialist Party on 12th July, 2013 to fill the seat vacated by Mr. Gallagher.   Mr. McKenna accepted the nomination on 14th July, 2013.    She also informed the Council that if the proposed co-option is approved by the Council Mr. McKenna shall be a member of Drogheda Borough Council until the next ordinary day of retirement of Members.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members approved the filling of the causal vacancy in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001, (as amended) arising from the resignation of Councillor F. Gallagher.   Councillor McKenna took his seat.   The Mayor and Members congratulated him on his co-option.   Councillor McKenna thanked the Members for their good wishes.

The Mayor and Members paid tribute to Councillor F. Gallagher for his service on Drogheda Borough Council.
133/13
To consider filling the vacancy on the following Committee arising from the cessation of membership of the Councillor Frank Gallagher – Traveller Consultative Committee and Protocol Committee.
On the proposal of The Mayor Councillor R. Culhane seconded by Councillor A Donohoe the Members approved the appointment of Councillor Ciaran McKenna on the Traveller Consultative Committee and the Protocol Committee.
134/13
Draft East Regional Homeless Action Plan.
The Members noted the Draft East Regional Homeless Action Plan and Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Council that the Plan would come before Louth County Council for adoption.
135/13
Disposal of property at 4 Boyne Terrace, Chord Road, Drogheda – (Section 183 Notice circulate on 20th August, 2011).
On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members approved the disposal of 4 Boyne Terrace, Chord Road, Drogheda, to Ms. Jackie Tobin, 48 Westcourt, Drogheda, for the sum of €118,000.   Ms. Tobin to be liable for her own costs and expenses.
136/13
Proposed one way traffic system at Glenveiw, Drogheda. 
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor by Councillor L. Bell Woods, the Members approved the traffic calming measures at Glenview as recommended by Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer in report dated 26th August, 2013, and circulated with the Agenda. 
137/13
Taking in Charge of Ashfield Estate, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor I. Munster, seconded by Councillor P. Bell approval was given to proceed with the Taking in Charge of Ashfield Estate, Drogheda as per report of Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer dated 22nd August, 2012, and circulated with the Agenda.
138/13
To note the date of Official Opening by the Mayor of 50 unit housing development at Boice Court, Mell, Drogheda.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Members that that the official opening of Boice Court, Mell, Drogheda, will take place on Wednesday 2nd October, 2013.
139/13
List of Forthcoming Conferences.
Approval was given to –

Councillor A. Donohue to attend the LAMA Autumn Seminar 2013 – Local Authorities Driving Economic Development on Friday 11th to Saturday 12th October, 2013 in the Falls Hotel, Ennistymon,Co. Clare,
Councillor L. Bell Woods to attend the Ace Training – New Tendering Requirements for Local Authorities on Friday 4th to Sunday 6th October, 2013, in the Four Seasons Hotel, Carlingford, Co. Louth.
Councillor P. Bell to attend the Kennedy Sumer School on 12th – 14th September, 2013, in New Ross, Co.Wexford.
140/13

Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of Members Community Grants as circulated with the Agenda.
141/13
Monthly Progress Reports.
Councillor I. Munster asked could the overgrown shrubbery on Grove Hill could be cut back.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the Members that the work will be carried out at the earliest possible date.

Councillor F. Maher requested an update on the work on the Beechgrove Roundabout.  
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the Council it was expected that the roundabout would be completed mid September.   Councillor M. O’Dowd enquired if there will be controlled crossings for pedestrians at the Roundabout.   Mr. Finn stated that no controls were proposed.   Councillor K.O’Heiligh enquired if the footpaths will be dished to facilitate pedestrians crossing.   Mr. Finn indicated that the footpaths will be dished to facilitate pedestrians.
Councillor K. O'Heiligh enquired if there were any plans to relocate the bring banks which were removed from McMahons Yard.     Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the Meeting that no location had been identified.

142/13
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
The family of the late Seamus Heeney, Poet, Sandymount, Dublin.
The family of the late Marian McKenna, Sunnyside, Drogheda.

The family of the late Seamus Wynne, Blackbush Avenue, Drogheda.

The family of the late Paddy McCabe, Moran Terrace, Drogheda.
143/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. O’Heiligh
That this Council introduce suitable traffic calming and parking measures along the Ashleigh Heights / Ashfield, Mellifont access road.   The speed of vehicles along this stretch of road is excessive. 

Reply: A survey will be carried out to establish what traffic calming and parking measures are warranted. Any works will be contingent on funding being made available in next year’s budget.
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Motion was supported by the Members.
144/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.
“That this Council commission the necessary works on the Boyne Viaduct Railway Bridge for the purpose of restoring the ambient lighting system and that these works be immediately commenced in parallel with works already commissioned by Irish Rail for structural maintenance of the bridge”

Reply: No provision has been made in this year’s budget to cover the costs of lighting the Boyne Viaduct Railway Bridge. The Council has contacted officials from Irish Rail and they have recommended meeting with a lighting specialist to explore the matter further. This meeting has been arranged and following same a report will be compiled together with cost estimates for the provision and ongoing maintenance of any lighting scheme proposed.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members supported the Motion.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the Members that a meeting with Irish Rail, Airtricity and a Lighting Expert has been arranged.

145/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.

That Drogheda Borough Council furnishes a report on the current state of the public steps in the town and in particular focus on litter problems, anti social behavior and public lighting requirements. 

Reply: A report will be compiled on the current state of the steps that are in the charge of the Council with particular reference to littering, anti social behaviour and public lighting requirements.    
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members supported the Motion
146/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.

.

That the Members of Drogheda Borough Council supports the campaign of the Restaurants Association of Ireland to keep the VAT rate for tourism and hospitality at 9% in the interests of the maintenance and possible expansion of employment in this important sector.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor the Mayor Councillor R. Culhane the Members supported the Motion, and it was agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Finance.

147/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster

That this council calls on the Government to give official recognition status to Irish Sign Language which would improve the lives and well being of our deaf and hard of hearing citizens.
On the proposal of Councillor I. Munster, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the motion was supported by the Members.

148/13
Correspondence.

A copy of letter of acknowledgement from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport dated 9th July, 2013, in relation to the Government National Ports Policy 2013, was circulated.
The Mayor informed the Council that he had received a letter from Louth Walk Peer to receive a deputation at the next Meeting of the Council.   The Members agreed to receive the deputation.

149/13

Any other business

The Mayor Councillor R.Culhane congratulated the staff of Drogheda Borough Council on the results of the IBAL where Drogheda was among 20 Irish towns and cities judged by An Taisce to be Cleaner then European Norms.

Ms. Mary T.Daly, Senior Executive Officer, referred to Notice of Question in the name of Councillor M. O’Dowd in relation to the ownership of St. Johns Home, Peter Street, and indicated that her understanding that St. Johns Home is in the ownership of St. Johns Charity.
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by The Mayor Councillor R. Culhane it was agreed that a letter should be sent to the HSE and the Minister for Health seeking to have the vacancy for the Chronic Pain Consultant to be filled.

Councillor F. Maher suggested that a letter should be issued to the HSE seeking assurance that the Doctor on Call will not be removed from the Cottage Hospital.   

Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer informed the Meeting that the Sports Grant Scheme will be advertised in this weeks press and application forms are available from the Town Clerks Office.

The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR.
DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL





Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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