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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 7th October, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane



Councillors:           
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,





F. Maher,  I  Munster, C. McKenna, M. O’Dowd, 




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. P. Poole, County Manager                         





Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk.



                                
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.






 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.







 Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
Apologies from Councillors. P. Bell.
150/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councilor F. Maher, seconded by Councilor A. Donohoe the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd September, 2013, were adopted.
.

151/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor K. Callan wished to be associated with the welcome given to Ms. P. Poole on her appointment as Louth County Manager at the September Meeting and he apologised for his non attendance at the Meeting.
Councillor M. O’Dowd enquired if the report on the public steps in the town was available.   
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report will be available at the November Meeting.
152/13
Presentation by the Louth Walk Peer 
Ms. Grainne Berrill and Ms Andrea Hermes gave the attached presentation  to the Members and responded to queries raised by the Members.    The Mayor thanked Ms. Berrill and Ms. Hermes for the presentation.
153/13
Patrick Street HGV
The report by Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer on the Patrick Street HGV Ban was circulated with the Agenda.   Following a discussion on the report it was agreed on the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher that a Special Meeting be held to discuss the issue.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the Members that it will take some time to source the information sought for a Special Meeting.
154/13
Taking in Charge of Forest Park. 
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members approved the Taking in Charge of Forest Park, Drogheda..
155/13
Skate Board Park Project Update.
The report of Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, which was circulated with the Agenda was noted by the Members. 
156/13
Viaduct Lighting Update.
Following a discussion on the report by Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, which was circulated with the Agenda it was agreed that a workshop would be arranged to discuss the Viaduct lighting with Lighting Experts.
157/13
Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme – to seek approval to draw down additional funds of €4,912 from the Housing Finance Agency and to advance a loan of up to €41, 912 to Respond Housing Association for the completion of 8 units at Phase 2 Tredagh View, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda, Co. Louth.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, Seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members 
agree to drawdown the additional funding of €41,912 from the Housing Finance Agency

and agree to advance a loan of up to €41,912 to Respond Housing Association for the completion of the 8 units at Phase 2, Tredagh View, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda, Co. Louth under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme. 
158/13
Proposed awarding of the Freedom of the Borough of Drogheda to
Fr. Iggy O’Donovan in recognition of his contribution to the Town of Drogheda.
The Members approved the awarding of the Freedom of the Borough of Drogheda to 
Fr. Iggy O’Donovan in recognition of his contribution to the Town of Drogheda.
159/13

List of Forthcoming Conferences.
There were no nominations.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh enquired if there was an update in relation to the proposed changes for the forthcoming Local Elections.   Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Members that the legislation has not been enacted.

160/13

Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of the amended list of Members Community Grants which was circulated on 3rd October, 2013.
161/13
Monthly Progress Reports.
Councillor I. Munster raised the issue of clamping and adequate signage at  McMahons carpark.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that she would investigate if they were in compliance with their planning conditions.  
Councillor C. McKenna enquired about management strategy in relation to rent arrears.   
Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer outlined that the Council has an agreed Rent Procedure in place and outlined the process involved. 
162/13
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
The family of the late Michael Flanagan, Harestown, Monasterboice, Drogheda..
The family of the late Eugene Byrne, Monasterboice, Drogheda.
The family of the late Nora Leddy, Hand Street, Drogheda..

The family of the late Kaline Murray, Hinchey’s Lane, Drogheda.
The family of the late Roisin Davis, Stameen, Drogheda.

The family of the late Stephen McCluskey, Pearse Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Anna Murphy, mother of Joe Murphy, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council

The family of the late Patricia Clarke, mother of Mary Coyle, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council..

The family of the late Anna Carroll, mother of Johnny Carroll, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council
163/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan
Will this Council clarify the reasons for the delay in the works being carried out on the Beechgrove Roundabout where residents of the locality and people with children attending local schools have been greatly inconvenienced by severe traffic delays caused by works which have exceeded the date for completion of said works. 

Can this council further confirm that there is a late completion fee clause contained within the contract with those carrying out these works and also confirm if same is being utilised. 

In the interest of preventing such delays in future, can this Council ensure that late completion fee clauses are contained in all such contracts and that same are utilised in all such contracts to prevent disruption and nuisance to the People of Drogheda.
Reply: The works commenced on 6th August. The works were completed on 27th September and the roundabout opened. The contractor’s original estimated programme for the works was 6 weeks. Under the terms of the contract the contractor has 12 working weeks to complete the works. There is a liquidated damages clause in the Contract.  However these do not apply in this case as the contractor is within the completion time allowed for in the contract.
On the proposal of Councillor K.Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members supported the Motion
164/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.
‘That Drogheda Borough Council carry out a major clean up of the Watery Hill steps and a full inspection of public lighting in the area. That the Council engage with landowners on either side of the steps to ensure that they clean up their lands and cut back overhanging branches.’

Reply:  The Council carries out clean ups of the Watery Hill steps on a regular basis. An inspection of the public lighting will be carried out as will any further cleaning that is required. There is an ongoing problem with illegal dumping by persons using the steps to deposit waste onto adjoining private lands. The Council has engaged with the landowner on measures to try and prevent this and the landowner did apply for and obtained planning permission for a boundary fence. To date the fence has not been erected. The Council will follow up with the landowner on the matter. 

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Members supported the Motion.

165/13
Notice of Motion – L. Bell Woods.
Can the Council give the members an update as to when the road works at Crushrod Ave will commence, as promised under the capital road programme Dec 2013 that full reconstruction to the amount of 70,000 was allocated for these works to start in 2014 due to the extreme deterioration of the road at Crushrod and a number of areas in Pearse Park in particular out side Doctor Moran’s and Centra Store combined with many large pot holes in this area I am concerned that their should be no delays. I would ask that further money would be made available to complete this area at the Decembers Capital Programme. I ask that members would support this motion.

Reply:  Works at Crushrod Avenue are included in this year’s road works programme. A Contractor has been appointed and it is expected that work will commence towards the end of October. Pearse Park is not included in this year’s programme.   
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods, Seconded by Councillor K. Callan, the Motion was supported by the Members. 
166/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor D.Wilton.
.

Can this council explore and discuss a possibility of an anti social town centre ban on repeat offenders. If through its town by-laws or legislation with the justice department. 

Reply: The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2007 – 2009  gives the Council powers to deal with Anti-social Behaviour  in Council owned houses,  on Council estates and in Traveller Accommodation units. This housing  legislation does not extend to the Town Centre and as it currently stands the  Council has no remit on ASB within the  Town Centre or within private housing estates.  This is a matter for An Garda Siochana. 
On the proposal of Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Members supported the Motion.
At this stage the meeting time had elapsed and agreement was not reached in relation to suspension of Standing Orders.    

The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR.
DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL





Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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