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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 4th November, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane



Councillors:           
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,





F. Maher, I. Munster, C. McKenna, M. O’Dowd, 




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. P. Poole, County Manager                         





Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk.



                                
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.




 



 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.







 Mr. T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner







 Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
167/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councilor L. Bell Woods, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th October, 2013, were adopted.
168/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor K. Callan asked if the report on the traffic flow and junction signage at St. Josephs N.S. and Scoil Aonghusa was available as indicated in response to his Notice of Question at the October Meeting.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that it will be available for the December Meeting.
Councillor M. O’Dowd referred to his Notice of Question in relation to St. Johns Home and requested that the matter remain on the Agenda.    Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that she is waiting on a report.
Councillor L. Bell Woods acknowledged the works that were carried out at Crushrod Avenue.   She indicated that two potholes remain and enquired when the leak would be repaired.   
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that both items are on the work programme.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Minute No. 155/13 in relation to the Skateboard Park, and indicated that the update given at the October Meeting was not reflected in the Minutes.   
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that an application for funding had been made under the Sports Capital Grants.

Councillor I. Munster referred to Minute No. 161/13 in relation to signage re. clamping at McMahons Yard.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that the carpark was in compliance with the planning permission granted.   Drogheda Borough Council had no remit over the clamping of vehicles.    She indicated that a letter can be issued in relation to the signage for clamping.

169/13
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed  a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Paddy Kelly, Trinity Street, Drogheda, former staff member of Drogheda Borough Council

The family of the late Shane Whelan, Monasterboice, Drogheda.
170/13
County Manager’s Report on submissions received regarding the Draft Urban Design Framework Plan for the Heritage Quarter, Drogheda 
Mr. T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner, gave the attached presentation and responded to queries by the Members.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the Members that with their agreement the Draft Framework would be used for development control in the town.   The Members gave their approval,   Councillor M. O’Dowd informed the meeting that the Civic Trust do not have responsibility for St. Johns Home.
171/13
Parking at Mayfield Estate.
The Members noted the report on parking at Mayfield Estate which was circulated with the Agenda.   It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Garda Superintendent to monitor the area for illegal parking.   
172/13
Town Steps.
The report on the Town Steps was noted by the Members.
173/13
To approve an Overdraft Facility for 2014.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane approval was given for an overdraft facility in the sum of €200,000 in respect of the Housing Capital Programme.
174/13
To note the holding of December Meeting on 2nd December, 2013, in Drogheda Enterprise Centre. 
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods it was agreed that the December Meeting on 2nd December, 2013 will be held in Drogheda Enterprise Centre.
175/13
To note date for Budget Meeting on Monday, 16th December, 2013
The Members noted the date for the Budget Meeting
176/13

Approval of Sports Grants Allocations.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M O’Dowd, the Members approved the Sports Grants allocations as circulated with the Agenda.
177/13

List of forthcoming Conferences
There were no nominations
178/13

Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of the Members Community Grants which was circulated with the Agenda.   The Members also approved an allocation by Councillor K. Callan for the Highlanes Gallery in the sum of €400.
179/13
Monthly Progress Reports.
Councillor C. McKenna referred to the housing report and referred to a recent allocation which the people refused the house being offered.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,  indicated that people can refuse houses which are offered to them on two occasions, after the second refusal they are removed from the housing list..

Councillor M. O’Dowd asked if there had been any incidents over the Halloween.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that there had been meetings with the Gardai prior to Halloween to set up a protocol for the removal of the accumulations of types.   There had been some minor anti social behavior against the Gardai and Fire Service.

Councillor I. Munster referred to detour signs at St. Marys.  Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, will investigate.

Councillor K. Callan referred to reports in relation to abuse of animals and asked if any complaints had been made to the Council.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer will check.

180/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd (deferred from the October Meeting)
That the Council as a matter of urgency conducts a Pedestrian Safety Needs Analysis at Beechgrove. 
Reply: The Council will review the operation of the new mini roundabout over the next number of months. This will have regard to the needs of all road users including pedestrians.

On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members supported the Motion.
181/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster (deferred from the October Meeting)
Calling on this council to write to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Defense and the Department of Defense in relation to allowing the council the use of the Sluagh Hall for the community, in particular for community groups and community activities.

Reply This  building is in the ownership of the Defence Forces and is managed by their Property Management Section located in Kildare.  The Council have made contact with them and they have outlined that the building is for sale and they are currently in negotiations with a community group who have the resources to fund the acquisition
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, will contract the Department for the current position in relation to the disposal of the building

182/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan (deferred from the October Meeting).
Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to cut the hedging/trees at the cul de sac between the houses 229 to 232 in Marian Park.

Reply: The hedge at this location will be included in this year’s hedge cutting programme.

The motion was noted.
183/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor C. McKenna (deferred from the October Meeting).

The Members of Drogheda Borough Council call on all mortgage lenders to implement, with immediate effect, a full moratorium on the repossession of, and eviction from, principal dwelling houses, where householders are in arrears with their mortgages
Reply: Household mortgage arrears on private housing units do not fall within the remit of the local authorities. This is a matter for consideration by the Members.
On the proposal of Councillor C. McKenna, seconded by Councllor K. Callan, the Members supported the Motion.
184/13

Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor  R. Culhane

Will Drogheda Borough Council consider highlighting the area around the exit ladders along the River Boyne with fluorescent paint which would serve to indicate safety exits to anyone in distress.   The ladder exits at present are not easily identified in cases of emergency.   These measures have been taken by many town and city councils around the country. 

Reply:  There is one ladder in the vicinity of DeLacy Bridge and the Council will arrange to paint same. We are advised by the Water Safety Authority that the appropriate paint to use is ‘day glow’ Pink Paint. There are other ladders in the working port area but these are under the control of the Harbour Authorities. The Council will make contact with Drogheda Port.

The Members supported the Motion

185/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor L. Bell Woods.

Could the Council review the Parking situation in Bothar Brugha:-
· After consultation with a number of resident it was clear that their frustration are warranted
· A number of issues include people parking outside residents drive way blocking them in for a number of hours.
· The set down area for the schools also have cars parked for hours leaving parents with a restricted area which is marked for no parking.
· Cars are parked out side a no parking sign blocking access to hydrants which may be needed to be used in the case of emergency. 
· Eastenders Launderette have an on going problem with people thinking they have a right to park outside of her business leaving their cars for a number of hours leaving her customer's and staff with no access.  
Reply: The issue of people parking blocking driveways, parking in set down areas and in areas where parking is prohibited is a traffic enforcement matter and should be brought to the attention of the Gardai. It is also an offence to park on footpaths and within 5 meters of the junction adjacent to the Launderette. The forecourt of the Launderette is private property and it is therefore a matter for the owner of the premises to regulate parking here.     
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor K O’Heiligh the Members supported the Motion.

186/15

Notice of Motion – Councillor  F. Maher

‘That Drogheda Borough Council seek urgent funding from the NRA to carry out upgrade works at the junction of the  Dual Carriageway / Rathmullen Road in the interest of road safety and traffic management.’

Reply:  Funding was sought through the NRA under the 2013 Specific Improvement Scheme grants. The funding received in 2013 was for upgrading the vehicle restraint system at the Bridge of Peace. No funding was made available for upgrading the junction.This Scheme has been discontinued for 2014 but the Council will seek funding in future years for this project if the opportunity arises. 
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members supported the motion.

187/15
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. O’Heiligh

That Drogheda Borough Council who are the road authority for this area must act to safeguard all road users on the Ballymakenny Road 

– insist that the car park at Scoil Oilibhéir Naofa, is fully utilised until the other school is completed in the interest of road safety 

– The cycle lanes at the Presentation Primary School continue to be used for parking. Instigate a traffic management plan in the interest of road safety. 

Reply: The school car parks are not under the jurisdiction of the Council. It is a matter for the school authorities to regulate same. The Council together with the Gardai has had meetings with the Board of Management of the National School to address traffic and parking issues on the Ballymakenny Road. At these meeting the Board of Management agreed to implement their Mobility Management Plan and to again advise parents not to park illegally in the vicinity of the school.    

On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members supported the Motion.
188/13

Any Other Business
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane informed the Members that the Drogheda Maritime Festival 2014 will take place from 13th to 15th June, 2014.   This Festival will be a partnership between Drogheda Borough Council and Drogheda. 
The Meeting concluded.

__________________________________

MAYOR
DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL





Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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