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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 13th May, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
72/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councilor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 8th April, 2013, were adopted.
73/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested an update on the Skateboard Park.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the meeting that he had received the road safety audit, and there are issues in relation to access and parking.   A meeting with the organising committee will be arranged.
Councillor M. Coogan raised the issue of flooding at Marleys Lane and Rowan Heights.   
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that the matter required further investigation.

Councillor F. Gallagher enquired if any contact had been made with the residents of Sunnyside in relation to the planning application.   The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell indicated that a meeting had been offered to the residents with the Senior Executive Officer, which had not been taken up.

74/13
Disposal of lands at Ballymakenny Road,  Drogheda to the Housing Sustainable Communities Ltd. (Section 183 Notice circulated on 26th April, 2013. 
On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor F. Maher approval was given to the disposal of lands at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda, to the Housing Sustainable Communities Ltd. as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 26th April, 2013.
75/13
Update on Beechgrove Junction
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, referred to the report which was circulated with the Agenda, and indicated that it is hoped to commence works early July.   At the request of Councillor I. Munster the Borough Engineer explained the details of the map attached to the report.   A discussion took place in relation to provision of pedestrian crossings.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, informed the Council that the works as presented on the drawing are the works as per resolution passed by the Council at the March Meeting.  She also indicated that funding had been secured from the Department of Education and Skills.
76/13
Taking in Charge of Forest Park, Drogheda.
The Members gave approval to the procedure for the taking in charge of Forest Park, Drogheda, to commence.
77/13
BMW Regional Operational Programme Consultation 2014 – 2020.
Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, informed the Members that the closing date for receipt of submissions is 24th May, 2013.
78/13
To note date for June Council Meeting – 10th June, 2013.
The Members noted the date for the June Council Meeting as 10th June, 2013.
79/13
To agree date for Annual Council Meeting.
It was agreed that the Annual Council Meeting will be held on 24th June, 2013.
80/13
Approval of Arts Grants 2013.
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods, approval was given to the payment of  the Arts Grants 2013, as per report attached to Agenda.
81/13
List of forthcoming Conferences
No nominations were received.
82/13
Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.
83/13
Monthly Progress Reports.
Councillor F. Gallagher raised the issue of the number of gullies being blocked with the recent heavy rain.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated there is a maintenance programme in place.
Councillor I. Munster enquired if the traffic lights sequence at Georges Street  at night could be looked at.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, will have the matter investigated.   
84/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.

Will this Council make contact with the National Asset Management Agency to examine the possibility of having the footpath at Flaxmill Lane extended in the vicinity of the recently constructed Flaxmill Court Apartments. The section of path required runs from apartment complex on the bend in the lane across from the entrance of the Newfield Estate where funds are currently being released for such works where health and safety matters arise. 

Such works would be in the interest of residential pedestrian traffic where there is currently a serious line of sight issue for road users and pedestrians.

Reply: The Council will examine this matter with a view to getting a continuous footpath constructed here. The completion of this footpath would be most beneficial to road users generally. It should be noted that the missing section of footpath traverses more than one landholding. The Council will endeavor to make contact with all relevant parties to progress the matter
The Members supported the Motion.

85/13
Notice of Motion – The Mayor Councillor P. Bell.
In recognition and acknowledgement of the huge contribution made by local historian the Late Jim Garry, I hereby motion the elected members of this Council to name the new link road between Francis Street and King Street “Jim Garry Way”

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members
Proposed by the Mayor,  Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor K. Callan the motion was supported by the Members.

Councillor I. Munster proposed and Councillor M. Coogan seconded that such proposals should be brought to the Protocol Committee for consideration.
86/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd..
That Drogheda Borough Council adopts in its Development Plan an objective of a signalised junction at the entrance to Termon Abbey. 

Reply: The current Drogheda Development Plan (2011-2017) includes a list of road traffic and management objectives to be undertaken during the lifetime of the plan. These objectives are subject to funding being available. Included is the Newtown extension west to the Termonfeckin Link Road (RT7) which would encompasses  any upgrade to the Newtown Road – Termonfeckin – Termon Abbey composite junction. A detailed analysis is required before proceeding with upgrading this junction to determine what if any measures are warranted. This analysis should have regard to future development in the area. In this regard it should be noted that the Northern Environs Plan which will impact on this junction is currently under review. 
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the members supported the Motion.    Following a discussion on various planning issues Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that she will bring a report to the Council.
87/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.

That Drogheda Borough Council take action to deal with cars parking constantly at the Twenties Lane and Mayfield Estate which is causing problems for local residents and damaging the green areas in the vicinity of the estate. 

Reply:   The Council will investigate this matter with a view to identifying measures to address the problem.  

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Members supported the motion.

Councillor M. Coogan proposed and Councillor D. Wilton seconded that a letter be sent to the Minister for Health requesting that the parking charges in the HSE carpark be reduced.    
On the suggestion of the Mayor Councillor P. Bell, Councillor Coogan agreed to submit a Notice of Motion in relation to the charges for the next Meeting.

88/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher.

Given the longstanding concerns of the residents of Glenview concerning the volume of vehicular traffic through this street and the recent clear indication from the vast bulk of the residents in favour of a one-way traffic flow system, I formally request Drogheda Borough Council to expedite this project, provision for which has been made in the current 2013 Roads Programme budget.
Reply: This project is being progressed. A leaflet drop updating residents will be done within the next few weeks.  

On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd, the motion was supported by the Members.
89/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton,

Will this Council take steps to improve or start dialog to improve the right of way and public walkway along the south side of the North Strand area where boulders which look unsightly and pose a danger to the public and are obstructing a footpath leaving the public to cross a very busy road on a dangerous corner . Also local Businesses in the area are concerned about the area looking derelict while trying to run a Business .    

Reply: The Council has held discussions with the Port Authority in relation to this area. The Council will make further contact with the Port Authority on the matter. 

On the proposal of Councillor D. Wilton seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members supported the Motion.   

Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that she will raise the matter with the Port Authority and report to the Council.

90/13

Any other Business

Councillor M. Coogan asked for an update on Court proceedings on the Thatch. The Mayor requested a report on the Thatch Pub for the next Council Meeting.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manger, outlined the various legal options that are open to the Council, but indicated that there would be considerable costs involved for the Council.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the Council that a Structural Engineer would be engaged to carry out an inspection of the premises.
Councillor R. Culhane paid tribute to the Mayor and staff on the conferring of the Freedom of the Borough on Garda Sergeant Patrick  Morrissey (Posthumous)  
Councillor F. Maher asked if it would be possible for the proposed works at Plattin Road for the coming 5 weeks to be carried out off peak.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he would raise the matter with the Contractor.

91/13

Condolences.

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the family of the late 

Tony “Socks” Byrne, Olympic medal winner and formerly of Hardmans Gardens, Drogheda. 
The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR.
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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