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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 4th March, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Mr.Joe Meagher, Staff Officer.
APOLOGIES:                                                Councillor F.Gallagher

34/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor R.Culhane, seconded by Councilor F.Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th February, 2013, were adopted.
35/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor D. Wilton referred to Minute No. 31/13 and stated that 2 notices of motion were discussed at the February meeting in relation to dog fouling in the town. Councillor D. Wilton  requested that the Litter Wardens continue to monitor the problem. .Councillor M. O’Dowd suggested that the Council’s Litter Wardens meet Ms. Julie Feeley to discuss options for dealing with this matter.

Councillor D.Wilton referred to Minute No.30/13 in relation to the taking in charge of the green area at Broadmeadows Estate, Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda and suggested that a discussion also take place with the residents in relation to a piece of ground at Sunnyside, Drogheda. Councillor K.Callan referred to Minute No.30/13 and enquired when a report will be brought back to the Council.

Councillor K.O’Heiligh referred to Minute No.20/13 and enquired when the Risk Assessment will be carried out. Mr. P Finn, Borough Engineer responded and advised that he would endeavour to include the risk assessment for the skateboard in with other investigations required for the retaining wall. 
Councilor K. Heiligh referred to Minute No.31/13 and suggested that an Awareness Day be held which could assist in addressing the problem of dog fouling.

Councillor Ken O’Heiligh referred to Minute Nos.32/13 & 33/13 and enquired when the Council officials would be in a position to meet the Narrow West Street traders.   Mrs. Joan Martin, County Manager informed the meeting that the Council had held meetings with the traders to discuss various issues and would be available to meet them again.

36/13
Taking in charge of Boyne Meadows, Slane Road, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor P.Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher,it was agreed to proceed with the the taking in charge of  Boyne Meadows, Slane Road, Drogheda as per report dated 26th February 2013 from Ms.J. Martin, County Manager and circulated with the Agenda. 
37/13
Beechgrove Junction Upgrade 
The report dated 25th February 2013 from Mr.P.Finn which was circulated to the Members was considered. Mr.P.Finn, Borough Engineer outlined that the pedestrian survey was carried out on the 12th February 2012. The survey showed that a high number of pedestrians use the junction each day. Mr. P. Finn indicated that the preferred engineering option is to install traffic lights at the junction. Councillor I. Munster indicated that the Council previously agreed that a mini roundabout be installed. She now proposed that a mini roundabout be provided at this junction. Councillor Linda Bell Woods said she favoured the installation of a mini roundabout and seconded the proposal .  The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell stated at the last meeting of the Council it was agreed that a final vote would be taken at the March meeting . Councillor M. O’Dowd and Councillor A .Donohoe stated that they had concerns that there were no pedestrian control measures proposed. Councillor D. Wilton requested that the Council consider the installation of zebra crossings on the approach roads to the junction as part of the works. Councillor K. Callan said that in his opinion pedestrians should not use the roundabout. Councillor R.Culhane said that he supported the proposal to provide a mini roundabout .He also enquired if safety barriers would be provided. P. Finn indicated that the proposal is for an uncontrolled mini roundabout with pedestrian islands. 
Following further discussion The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell proposed that a vote be taken.
The result of the vote was as follows:

For the proposal : Councillors P.Bell, L.Bell Woods,K.Callan, M.Coogan, R.Culhane, F.Maher, I.Munster, K.O’Heiligh and D.Wilton    =   9
Against  the proposal : Councillors A.Donohoe,M.O’Dowd.  =  2

Councillor F.Gallagher was absent.

38/13   
2013 Annual Roadworks Programme
The report on the 2013 Annual Roadworks Programme which was circulated with the Agenda was considered and Noted  by the Members.

39/13            
Proposed Freedom of the Borough (Posthumous) to

Garda Patrick Morrissey
The Mayor Councillor P.Bell proposed and Councillor R.Culhane seconded the proposal that the Freedom of the Borough (Posthumous) be awarded to Garda  Patrick Morrissey who died tragically on the 27th June 1985 while carrying out his duties.

All the other Members spoke and said that they fully supported the proposal.  

The Mayor said that he will be contacting the family of the late Garda Morrisey in the coming days to agree a date for the formal ceremony which will take place at The Tholsel.

40/13
List of forth coming Conferences.
Approval was given to Councillor A.Donohoe  to attend  the Association of County & City Councils Annual Conference from the 7th - 8th March in The Tower Hotel Waterford
41/13
Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.
42/13

To agree date for Civic Awards on Thursday 21st March 2013

The date for the Civic Awards was noted by the Members.

43/13
Monthly Progress Reports
The Members noted the Monthly Progress reports as circulated with the Agenda.

44/13

 Condolences 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
The Family of the late Jimmy Mulroy, Matson Lodge, Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda. 

The Family of the late Christina’Dinah’ Hoey,St.Finian’s Park,Drogheda.

The Family of the late Don Carolan,Flanagan Terrace,Drogheda.

The Family of the late Winnie Matthews, Chord Road,Drogheda.

The Family of the late May Reynolds,Ballsgrove,Drogheda.

The Family of the late Josephine Murphy,Farranfore,Co.Kerry,mother of Ms.Ann Dillon staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The Family of the late Annie Butler,Gorey,Co.Wexford,mother of Ms.Annie Kierans staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The Family of the late Thomas McKeown,Cherrybrook,Drogheda,uncle of Ms.Brenda Floyd staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

45/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor M.O’Dowd.
That the Litter Warden is asked to furnish a report on cigarette generated waste left by the smoking ban at Our lady of Lourdes Hospital and what responsibility the HSE has in managing this problem.

Reply:  Under national legislation it will be compulsory for all hospitals and health promoting organisations to have a smoke free campus by 2015. In anticipation of this date, many hospitals have already introduced a cigarette ban. On 22 April 2012, Our Lady of Lourdes hospital became the fourth health promoting unit in Ireland to introduce a ban on smoking within the boundary of the campus which includes the car park and St Teresa’s buildings. The boundary of the campus is marked by a blue painted line. The policy guidance document for the introduction of the smoking ban states that smokers shall not be facilitated except in cases where an exemption is given by a consultant. In such an instance, the smoker is facilitated on the premises. Only 2 exemptions have been given in Our Lady of Lourdes hospital since the introduction of the smoke Free campus last year.

All smokers therefore must step outside the blue line in order to smoke a cigarette. No receptacles have been erected as it was felt that this would only encourage congregation of people at a particular location.

The HSE is aware that persons smoking outside the campus may inadvertently generate litter where they drop a cigarette butt and they have instructed their grounds man to clean the perimeter of the campus.

The HSE is cognisant of the fact that people may on occasion fail to dispose of their cigarette butts appropriately and are open to erecting receptacles outside the campus.
On the proposal of  Councillor M.O’Dowd ,seconded by Councillor L.Bell Woods,the members supported the Motion. 
46/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor L. Bell Woods
Could the Drogheda Borough Council give an updated account of the Taking in Charge of Forest Park Estate.  In October 2012 the Council replied to my motion saying that the Taking in Charge was currently underway.  Could the Council confirm if all works have been finished and confirm if there is a deadline to finally completing the Taking in Charge of this Estate?

Reply:   The work required to bring this estate up to taking in charge standard is substantially complete.  As part of the taking in charge process the Council is seeking as constructed drawings copies of CCTV surveys etc. from the developer. The Council has had further discussions with the developer’s agent and been advised that the developer intends to complete the process without further delay. The developer was asked for a deadline to complete the process and they have advised that they will address all outstanding issues in March.
On the proposal of Councilor L. Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton the Members supported the Motion.

Mr.P.Finn,Borough Engineer advised the Members that the works required to bring this estate up to taking in charge standard were substantially complete. Mr. Finn advised the Members that he will give an update at the next meeting of the Council.
47/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor F.Maher
‘That the Members be provided with a full report on the earthworks being carried out on the bank between Riverbank Estate and the Rampart Walk.’

Reply: When the bank suffered slope instability in January 2008 Menolly Homes engaged geotechnical specialists Golders Ireland to investigate. The geotechnical engineers have been involved in the remediation design since then. Whilst the remediation works carried prevented further slope instability, there was evidence of silt emanating from the slope face at discreet locations. A scheme was devised to install gabion baskets to retain the soil in addition to drainage measures. The Borough Council appointed AGL Consulting to carry out a review on the remediation work and Golder Ireland’s proposal on the gabion baskets.

In the middle of November a slump occurred which was attributed to the saturation of the soil. The slump was limited to the area that was the focus of the proposed gabion wall works. No signs of distress were observed further up the slope. 

Works on the gabions commenced on 7th January and they are scheduled to be completed by week ending 17th February 2013. Due to the nature of the works the Ramparts walk will have to remain closed in this area until the work is completed. The works are being carried out by a contractor engaged by Menolly Homes under the supervision of Golders Ireland. A site meeting is scheduled between the Council its advisers AGL Consulting and Golders for the first week in February to review progress.  
On the proposal of Councillor Frank Maher, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the members supported the Motion.
Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer advised the Members that this problem goes back to 2008. Mr.Finn advised that he has been in discussion with ESB Networks in relation to the under grounding of cables and that this work should be completed in the next 3 weeks. Mr. Finn further advised that discussions will continue with the developer of the Riverbank development with a view to the early completion of works for taking in charge to be  completed as soon as possible. 
48/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor R.Culhane
Will Drogheda Borough Council consider providing the premises that is presently occupied by Drogheda Youth Development to the organisation known as Action Against Addiction North East when it is vacated. Action against Addiction in conjunction with Louth Drugs and Alcohol Team will be facilitating the provision of training, rehabilitation, and counselling of recovering addicts in Drogheda and the North East.  Fas has agreed to fund a scheme with the provision of 10 places that will include one supervisor. This will be the first rehabilitation programme in the North East. The premises in question if secured by AAA will be pivotal in ensuring that this service will grow as we move forward with the programme. This will be a vital step in addressing a growing problem in Drogheda and the Northeast. 

Reply:  This unit is currently occupied by Drogheda Youth Development.  DYD will be vacating the unit on completion of the works to the Carnegie Library on Fair Street. Action Against Addiction North East have formally contacted the Council with regards to the unit.  The Council will consider the future use following completion of the Urban Design Framework for the area. 
The motion was proposed by Councillor R.Culhane and seconded by Councillor K.Callan
Following further discussion by the Members it was noted that there are other organisations interested in renting the premises from the Council. Mrs. Joan Martin, County Manager advised that she is fully aware of the work undertaken by  the Drugs Task Force.  She also advised that no final decision on the future letting of the premises will be made until the Urban Design Framework is complete.
49/13
Notice of Motion –Councillor M.Coogan
I am calling on Drogheda Borough Council to carry out an immediate investigation into the ongoing problem with flooding on Marley’s Lane.

Reply: The road drainage system including the road gullies is being investigated.
The Motion was proposed by Councillor  M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor P. Bell
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer advised that he will provide an update report on this matter at the next meeting of the Council.
50/13
Notice of Motion-Councillor P.Bell

"That this Council install low cost traffic calming measures as already committed to at the junction of Rathmullen Road and Marleys Lane"

Reply: An application for funding was submitted under the Low Cost Safety Improvement Scheme 2013 in the amount €50,000.  No funding was allocated for this scheme.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh the Members supported the Motion.

Mr.P.Finn, Borough Engineer advised the Members that no funding was available to do significant works at this location in 2013. Mrs. .J. Martin, County Manager said that the 2013 Roadworks Programme for 2013 was adopted by the Council .She advised that if the Members  wanted traffic calming measures to be undertaken at this location that it would  be necessary to reassign funds from other approved projects.

The position as outlined was noted by the Members.

51/13
Notice of Motion-Councillor K.Callan

Calling on this Council to install road signage at the entry points to Drogheda on the Dublin Road, The North Road and the Donore Road highlighting our connection with Silicon Valley through our Sister City of Salinas in California and Saint Mande in Paris and that the signage would contain our branding as Drogheda on the Boyne along with our website drogheda.ie.  I respectfully submit that such signage will be in the interest of economic development and will be of assistance to Drogheda in 2013 as the year of The Gathering. Could this Council also undertake the cleaning of signage on the Dublin Road near the Meath border which has been defaced with graffiti. 

Reply: The Dublin Road, the North Road and the Donore Road are the principle entry points to the town. Consequently these routes offer a unique branding opportunity to deliver a message to people visiting the town. Careful consideration however needs to be given to the detail if this opportunity is to be used to its full potential. In particular the key elements of the message need to be agreed and a proliferation of signage should be avoided in the interest of clarity. 

No specific funding has been provided for new signage here. However if a consensus is reached on the matter detailed proposals can be brought back to the members for consideration. 

The Council will organise the cleaning of the signage in question.  
On the proposal of Councillor  K.Callan ,seconded by Councillor R.Culhane, the Members supported the Motion  
Councillor Frank Maher said that he would not agree with erection of permanent signage  on the approach roads to the town as proposed in the Notice of Motion. Councillor Maher said  that in his view only signage promoting Drogheda  should be erected .He said he saw no value to the town in having numerous signs erected. He also said that there is a significant problem in the town with signage being defaced with graffiti.

Councillor  F. Maher said he would support temporary signage being erected.

The Mayor Councillor P. Bell said that there is a significant graffiti problem in the town.

He said that in particular the signage on the approach road on the Southside of the town at Colpe is defaced with graffiti. Councillor Bell suggested that a further discussion of this problem should take place at the next meeting of the Council

Ms.J.Martin, County Manager said that the Council will look at the request and that costings for the signage will be obtained.
The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR

Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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