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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 10th June, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, 


A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.






 Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Management Accountant






             Mr. Terry Savage, Senior Executive Planner







 Ms. Marguerite Quinn, Senior Executive Planner






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
Apologies from Councilor R. Culhane.

92/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councilor K. Callan, seconded by Councilor F. Maher, the Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 7th May, 2013, were adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 13th May, 2013, were adopted.

93/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councilor M. O’Dowd referred to Minute 86/13 and asked if the report was available on the Termon Abbey junction.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report will be available for the July Meeting.
Councillor M. Coogan referred to Minute 73/13 and asked for a report on flooding at Marleys Lane.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he was looking at extending the drainage pipes.
Councillor I. Munster referred to Minute 83/13 and asked for a report on the traffic lights sequence at Georges Street.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report will be available for the July Meeting.

Councillor I. Munster stated that it was important that the works on the Beechgrove roundabout should be completed by August.
Councillor D. Wilton referred to Minute No. 89/13 and asked if a report on meetings with the Port Authority was available.     Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he will have discussions with the Port Authority with a view to improving the area.
Councillor F. Gallagher referred to Minute 83/13 in relation to blocked gullies and requested that same be cleared.  Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that there is a work programme in place.
94/13
Presentation on Draft Urban Design Framework
Mr. Terry Savage, Senior Executive Planner, gave the attached Presentation on the Draft Urban Design Framework and responded to queries raised by the Members.    
95/13
Draft Drogheda Active Travel Town Walking and Cycle Strategy.
The draft Drogheda Active Travel Town Walking and Cycle Strategy was circulated with the Agenda.    Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer responded to queries raised by Members.
96/13
Drogheda Borough Council Unaudited Annual Financial Statement for the year ended 3lst December, 2012.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, Drogheda

Borough Council unaudited Annual Financial Statement for the year ended 31st December, 2012, was approved.
97/13
Nomination of Elected Member to the Louth Heritage Forum
On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the nomination of Councillor K.Callan to the Louth Heritage Forum was approved.
98/13
Update on the Thatch Public House.
The report on the Thatch Public House circulated with the Agenda was noted by the Members.
99/13
Taking in Charge of Sienna Housing Estate.
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods, the Members gave approval to the process of taking in charge of Sienna Housing Estate to proceed.
100/13
List of forthcoming Conferences
Approval was given to the attendance of Councillor M O’Dowd at a seminar on “Preparing for new National and Regional Strategies on 14th – 16th June, 2013, in the Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, and the attendance of Councillor A. Donohoe at  the Byrne Perry Summer School from 28th – 30th June, 2013 at the Gorey Library and Adult Learning Centre, Civic Square, The Avenue, Gorey, Co. Wexford.
101/13
Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.
102/13
Monthly Progress Reports.
The Monthly Progress reports were noted by the Members.   
103/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton
Will this Council carry out a traffic study for the estate Forest Park where speed ramps are needed urgently for the safety of the residents of the area. 

Reply: When the estate is taken in charge the Council will examine the area to determine if any traffic calming measures are warranted. However no provision has been made in this year’s budget for any works at this location. 
On the proposal of Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Members supported the Motion.
104/13
Notice of Motion –Councillor F. Gallagher.
I call on Drogheda Borough Council, as an aid to individuals suffering impaired hearing and/or impaired vision disabilities, to ensure that audio signals at all pedestrian crossings are set at a level much higher than the noise coming from the motorised traffic.

Reply: The audio signals at pedestrian crossings can be adjusted up or down within predetermined limits. In the past the Council has adjusted some signals in response to complaints from residents of excessive noise nuisance. The Council is willing to review the existing situation with a view to striking a balance between the needs of the pedestrians and residents. In this regard the Council will actively seek the views of organisations representing people with impaired vision and other relevant stakeholders.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh the Members supported the Motion.

105/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.
Will this Council clarify the situation on Patrick Street with regard to HGV traffic and the possibility of restricting such traffic from travelling along this route in the interests of residents, road users and the road surfaces of the Patrick Street area which is being repeatedly damaged and is repeatedly in need of repair which is causing expense to this Council. 

Reply: The PANCR route when constructed will cater for HGV traffic using the Port. It is not considered advisable pending the construction of this road to restrict HGV traffic along Patrick Street as this would cause unacceptable congestion on other routes.

Proposed by Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods a discussion took place on the Motion.    Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that the matter will be investigated and she will revert to the Council.
106/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster.

That Drogheda Borough Council recognise the hardship that the draconian Property Tax will have on already hard pressed families and supports the introduction of the Finance (Local Property Tax Repeal) 2013 recently introduced to the Dail to repeal this charge’
Reply:   This is a matter for the Members

Proposed by Councillor I. Munster, seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher.   Following a discussion the following amendment was proposed by Councillor K. Callan and seconded by 
Councillor M. O’Dowd and put to a vote
That Drogheda Borough Council recognise the hardship that the Property Tax is having on hard pressed families and that the Revenue Commissioners be permitted to examine issues regarding the ability to pay. 
For:
    The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, Councillors L. Bell Woods, K.Callan,

                M. O’Dowd                                                                                                                 =  4

Against: Councillors M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh                =  5

Councillors A. Donohoe and D. Wilton had left the Meeting before the vote.

The amendment was lost.

107/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor M.Coogan.
Can the Drogheda Borough Council erect 2 stop signs at the crossroads at Congress Ave and associated road markings?

Reply: The Council will replace the Yield signs with Stop signs at this location.   

On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members supported the Motion.

108/13
On the proposal of the Mayor Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the following motions were taken together:
Notice of Motion – Councillor F Maher.

‘That Drogheda Borough Council continue to engage with the owners of Bayview House to ensure that the property is fully secured in order to prevent ongoing incidents of anti-social behaviour.’

Reply: The Council has written to and has met with representatives of the owners in respect of measures to secure the site, the house and the outbuildings. Following the two recent fires to the outbuildings the Council took action under the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964. Section 58 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 places a duty on owners of protected structures to protect such structures from endangerment. The Council will issue notices under Section 59 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to the owners requiring works to be carried out in relation to endangerment of the structure where such works are deemed necessary. 

Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell.

That this Council take the necessary actions to protect Bayview House from further damage, which may lead to the total destruction of this listed building.

Reply: The Council has written to and has met with representatives of the owners in respect of measures to secure the site, the house and the outbuildings. Following the two recent fires to the outbuildings the Council took action under the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Act 1964. Section 58 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 places a duty on owners of protected structures to protect such structures from endangerment. The Council will issue notices under Section 59 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 to the owners requiring works to be carried out in relation to endangerment of the structure where such works are deemed necessary. 

The Members supported the Motions.

109/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor L Bell Woods.

Will Drogheda Borough Council carry out an investigation to determine whether traffic management safety works are required at the bend on the road facing No.1 Pearse Park? This road is a busy thoroughfare linking the Newfoundwell Road with the Ballymakenny Road. Also, there is a link off this road leading in to Glen View, right on the bend. Traffic flows are heavy at peak work/school times also if Glen View is to become a one way system what impact would it have at this corner. 

Reply: The Council will examine the area to determine if any traffic calming measures are warranted. However no provision has been made in this year’s budget for any works at this location. It is not anticipated that the proposed one way system in Glen View will adversely affect this junction. 

On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh the Members supported the Motion. 

 
Councillor F. Gallagher opposed the Motion. 

110/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.

The Council welcomes the Governments National Ports Policy 2013, and the enhanced role for Local Authorities in the development of our regional Ports. In particular the Council believes that the role of Drogheda Port as an engine of economic growth can be best served by being aligned to one local authority and resolves to inform the Minister of this view. 
Reply: This is a matter for the Members.

On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members supported the Motion.

111/13

Any other Business

Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the Members that water service survey will be carried out in the coming weeks.
112/13
Condolences.

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the family of the late 

Christy Lynch, Beamore Road, Drogheda.
The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR.
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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