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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 1st July, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, 


A. Donohoe, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd, 
                         K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.






 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.







 Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
Apologies from Councilors. P. Bell and I. Munster
The Mayor Councillor R. Culhane thanked the Members of the Council for electing him Mayor. 

He referred to the Standing Orders in relation to speaking time for each Member and indicated that

He will be implementing same.  
Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer indicated that she will circulate a copy of the 
Standing Orders. 

113/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councilor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councilor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 10th June, 2013, were adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe the Minutes of Annual  Meeting held on 24th June, 2013, were adopted.

114/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor L. Bell Woods referred to Minute No. 109/13 and enquired about the erection of signs at Glenview in relation to the one way system.    Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, will investigate and indicated that a report will be brought to the Council following the public consultation.  
Councillor D. Wilton referred to Minute No.; 106/13 and requested that the “Motion was carried” be added to the Minute.
Councillor M. O’Dowd referred to Minute No. 110/13 and was informed that a letter was issued to the Minister for Transport, Tourism Sport and no reply had been received.

Councillor K. Callan referred to Minute No. 105/13 and asked if a report was available on the use of Patrick Street by HGVs.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report will be made available to the Council.
115/13
Taking in Charge of Boyne Meadows, Slane Road, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor  F. Maher, approval was given to the taking in Charge of Boyne Meadows, Slane Road, Drogheda, as per report and map attached with the Agenda.
116/13
Marleys Lane Flooding.
The report attached to the Agenda was noted by the Members
117/13
Georges Street Traffic signals.
The report on the Georges Street traffic signals circulated with the Agenda was noted by the Members.
118/13
Termon Abbey Junction.
Following a discussion on the report circulated with the Agenda Councillor M. O’Dowd proposed and Councillor F. Maher seconded and the Members agreed that the process commence to upgrade the junction at Termon Abbey/Termonfeckin Road junction.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager indicated that she would examine how the matter can be progressed.

119/13
To enter into an Agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001, with Meath County Council – carrying out of works on the Ramparts section of the Boyne Greenway Project – 
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. Callan approval was given to enter into an Agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001, with Meath County Council for the carrying out of works on the Ramparts section of the Boyne Greenway Project.
120/13
List of forthcoming Conferences
Approval was given to the attendance of Councillor M O’Dowd at a seminar on “Investment in Cultural Services from 15th to 18th August, 2013, in the Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.

121/13
Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.
122/13
Condolences.

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the family of the late 

Jim Gough, Maple Drive, Drogheda.
123/13

Monthly Progress Reports.

Councillor D. Wilton referred to the proposals to install a bus bay at Georges Street and the lost of carparking spaces in Georges Square.  Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that meetings had taken place with the Traders.     Ms, J. Martin, County Manager, pointed out that the current bus bay at McDonalds was a temporary location following the works at West Street.    She indicated that Matthews Coaches had secured a grant for the provision of the bus bay.  She also indicated that amendments will be made to the design to maximize parking in the area.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh acknowledged the attendance of Ms  J. Martin, County Manager at the Skateboard event at the weekend, and asked for an update on the Skateboard Park.    Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he expected to have a report for the September Meeting..    
Councillor F. Maher referred to the Housing report and asked for an explanation to the reduction on the Housing List.   Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Council that a Housing Needs Assessment was not completed.  The reduction of persons on the list was due to the non-return of the HNA form.  The Council would also have tried to make further contact by phone.  With no details returned the applicants were then deleted from the list.    

124/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor L. Bell Woods.
Could the Council have a look at the pavements in Prospect Ave as they in a very bad condition.   There are many retired people living in this area and they find it very difficult to walk on the pavements, forcing them to walk on the road to get around the corner. It has been like this for several years. 
Also on the Windmill road there are some very large pot holes in the road. There is one in particular about halfway up the road near the Anneville Crescent turn off.   As this is a road used by the hospital patients, visitors and staff, can repairs be carried out as a priority.
Reply: Work has been carried out on footpaths in the Prospect Ave. area and further work is planned. Because of the lack of funding not all areas here in need of attention can be repaired this year.  The Windmill Rd. is on the list of roads for repair and will be attended to.   
The motion was noted by the Members.
.

125/13
Notice of Motion –Councillor M O’Dowd.
I am requesting the Borough Engineer to meet with the Residents Association of the Chord Road and Environs to look at traffic calming measures on the Chord Road and Francis Street. 

Reply:   There is no objection to holding this meeting.

The motion was noted by the Members.
126/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher
'The Members of Drogheda Borough Council condemn the decision of the Health Service Executive to close long stay care beds at The Cottage Hospital.'

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Motion was supported by the Members. 
.
127/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.
Will this Council include the report previously asked for at May 2013 meeting on the legal outcome on ownership of the dispute on the south side of the roadway / parking at north strand area which was between Drogheda Borough Council and Drogheda port and include the recent meetings/ or consultations in which this Council outlined that they  had. 

Reply:  The issue regarding the footpath along the south side of North Strand hinges on the demarcation of the public roadway. The Port Authorities interpretation differs from that of the Council in this regard. Port Authority and Council officials are routinely in contact with each other to discuss a wide range of issues. The condition of the North Strand was discussed recently and there is mutual agreement on the need to improve areas that are in the public realm. However the key issue identified is the lack of funding. For example funding will need to be provided if the rocks are to be removed and replaced with a series of bollards or similar. From an aesthetic point of view this would benefit the area.
Following a discussion Councillor K. Callan proposed and Councillor D. Wilton seconded and the Members gave approval  to the following being added to the Motion - Drogheda Borough Council contact the EPA to test dust levels in the residential area of the North Strand.

128/13
Correspondence

The Mayor Councillor R. Culhane informed the Members that the Mayor of Melbourne will be visiting Drogheda on 14th August, 2013, to express his condolence on the death of Jill Meagher.  
129/13

Any other Business

Councillor M. O’Dowd proposed a vote of thanks to Councillor F. Gallagher for his service on the Council for the past 4 years.   The Members supported the proposal. 
Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to the Local Electoral Area Boundary Committee Report 2013, and indicated that independent candidates may have difficulty in running for election. due to costs involved, and enquired if there were any grants available or if they are any changes in the refund of deposits.  Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that she was not aware of any changes but if any further information became available she would forward to the Members.
Councillor K. Callan proposed that future Meetings of the Council be held in the Tholsel..   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager indicated that the matter will be considered with the Mayor.

The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR.
DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL





Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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