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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 7th January, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,.

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
 Ms. M.T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
1/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of  Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councilor L. Bell Woods, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd December, 2012, Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 11th December, 2012, and Minutes of Budget Meeting held on 17th December, 2012,
were adopted.
2/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor M. Coogan thanked the Borough Engineer for having the ramps at Beechwood installed. 

Councillor D.Wilton referred to a radio interview by the Chairperson of the Drogheda Chamber of Commerce in relation to their proposals for rates rebate.    Following a discussion it was agreed that the Mayor Councillor P. Bell would speak to the Chairperson of the Chamber.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Minute No. 237/12 and requested a report on the traffic lights at Georges Square.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report would be made available for the February Meeting.   Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested a report on the Skateboard Park.    Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report would be made available for the February Meeting.
Councillor F. Gallagher referred to Minute No. 235/12 and the future use of the old Fire Station at Scarlet Street.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, informed the meeting that there are no plans to dispose of the old Fire Station and that the building will be required for the redevelopment at Fair Street.  

3/13
Disposal of MV Substation site at Boice Court, Mell, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 18th December, 2012).
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members approved the disposal of MV Substation site at Boice Court, Mell, Drogheda, for the sum of €1.00 as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 18th December, 2012.
4/13
Update on the Thatch Public House.
A discussion took place on the attached report which was circulated to the Members.   
Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, informed the Members that she will look at all legislation in relation to having the building restored.
5/13
List of Forthcoming Conferences.
No nominations were received.
6/13

Monthly Progress Reports.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested an update on the houses at Boice Court.   Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the meeting that the development is within the works defects period and the matter has been referred to the Contractor.
Councillor I. Munster enquired if there were any plans to install street lighting on the Cement Road from the Greenpark Housing Estate.   Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that she would look into the matter.

7/13
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of late Jim Kennedy, Dyer Street, Drogheda.
The family of the late Larry Butler, Mount Sandford.

The family of the late Frank and Mary Taaffe

The family of the late Joan McQuillan, Stameen, Drogheda.

The family of the late Anne Lennon, Upper Mell, Drogheda.

The family of the late Shane McEntee, T.D., Nobber, Co. Meath. 

The family of the late Peter Lyons, formerly Stockwell Street, Drogheda.

8/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster
Given that the council transferred funding that had been allocated for the provision of the roundabout at the busy Beechgrove Junction to the  IDA Road in 2012, I am calling on the Borough Council to uphold it's commitment to prioritise the roundabout at Beechgrove Junction in this year's Road Works Programme and the construction of same in early 2013 without any further delay to alleviate the daily traffic congestion at this notorious junction. 

Reply: This scheme is included in the 2013 Capital Works Programme.

Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer indicated that he was looking at funding for this project and a report will be available for the next Meeting of the Council.
9/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor R.Culhane.
Will Drogheda Borough Council following the welcomed installation of traffic signals at the Entrance to the Boyne Valley Hotel and adjoining estates now have yellow boxes laid on the south bound carriageway outside Beaubec/Five Oaks estates entrance and the Northbound Carriageway outside the entrance to Stameen. 

Reply:  Yellow boxes are being installed at Beaubec on the north and south carriageways and on the north carriageway outside Five Oaks as part of this scheme.   

Councillor R.Culhane requested that a yellow box be provided at the entrance to Stameen.  
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer indicated that he would examine same.
10/13
Notice of Motion -  Councillor D. Wilton
Will this Council update the Members on the proposed weight restriction for the areas Francis St, Cord Road , Oulster Lane , Sandy ford Tce , Thomas St and Hand St. 

Reply:  The Council have been advised by the Gardai that they have no objection to the proposal. A report on the matter will be brought to the Council at the February meeting.
.
The Members noted the Motion.
11/13
Notice of Motion- Councillor F. Maher
‘That Drogheda Borough Council include the resurfacing of Congress Ave / Priest Lane Junction on the roads programme for 2013.’

Reply: The work will be considered for inclusion in the 2013 Road Works Programme
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by The Mayor Councillor P. Bell, the Motion was supported by the Members.

12/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.
Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to do a costing on the proper closing off of the public right of way at Knockbrack Downs.

Reply: The Council will prepare a costing for this.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a costing will be available for the next Meeting of the Council.
13/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.
That Drogheda Borough Council calls on the EPA to put in place Static Air Monitoring stations in the Drogheda area. 

Reply:  The Air Framework Directive deals with each EU member state in terms of ‘zones’ and ‘agglomerations’.  For Ireland four zones are defined. Drogheda is in Zone C along with other towns and cities outside of Dublin and Cork. The EPA monitors these towns and cities on a rotating basis for levels of a number of atmospheric pollutants. Drogheda was monitored for a period some years ago and it is expected that a second round of monitoring will be carried out again within the next few years. The EPA advises that they have no plans nor is there a need to monitor on a continuous basis.

On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members supported the Motion.   It was agreed that a copy of the Motion would be forwarded to the EPA.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he would seek further information on air monitoring from the EPA.

14/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor F.Gallagher.
I call on Drogheda Borough Council to include the following in its 2013 Roads Programme.

a). The completion of the road resurfacing works that were embarked on in 2011/12 at "The Square" and its adjacent street in Newfield.

b). The introduction of the proposed one-way traffic flow system and any necessary traffic calming measures at Glenview, given that the vast majority of residents are in agreement with same.

c). The introduction of traffic calming measures (ramps) on The Flaxmill Lane, in particular at and near the curve on the road in the vicinity of the former Garden Centre site, and the entrance to the Newfield, Ballypark and Forest park residential estates.

Reply:a) This work will be considered for inclusion in the 2013 Road Works 

   Programme.

   b) This scheme will be put out for consultation and depending on the 

   outcome will be considered for inclusion in the 2013 Road Works

               Programme.

   c)  Traffic calming measures were carried out in this area previously. The

               area will be examined to see if further measures are warranted and if so will 

               be considered for inclusion in the 2013 Road Works Programme.   
Councillor F. Gallagher acknowledged the works carried out in Newfield.

The motion was noted by the Members.
The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR.

Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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