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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 4th February, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,.

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
15/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councilor A Donohoe, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th January, 2013, were adopted.
16/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor F. Gallagher referred to minute No. 4/13 and enquired if there is was an update on the legal position in relation to the Thatch Pub.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, informed the meeting that no further legal action had been taken as discussions are still ongoing.  Councillor K. Callan suggested that an interim injunction should be sought in relation to this matter.
Councillor I. Munster referred to minute No. 6/13 in regard to providing public lighting at Boice Court.    Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that no provision had been made in the budget for public lighting.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that it could be looked at in the Road Works Programme which will come before the Council in the coming weeks. 
Councillor M. O’Dowd asked if the Notice of Motion in relation to the provision of the Static Air Monitoring stations in the Drogheda area had been forwarded to the EPA.   
Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer, indicated that a copy of the Motion had been sent to the EPA but no reply had been received.   Councillor K. Callan indicated that the removal of the stations had been due to vandalism.

17/13
Part VIII – New Build 1000 Pupil Post Primary School, Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda – Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning Regulations, 2001 (Part 8) as amended – currently on public display.
Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Members the plans for the new build 1000 pupil post primary school at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda are on display since 21st January, 2013, and submissions can be made up to 20th March, 2013.   The matter will come before the Council for approval at the April Meeting.
18/13
Disposal of MV Substation site at Drogheda Treatment Works, Marsh Road, Drogheda – (Section 183 Notice circulated on 17th January, 2013)
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods, approval was given to the disposal of MV Substation site at Drogheda Treatment Works, Marsh Road, Drogheda, for the sum of €1,00 as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 17th January, 2013
19/13
Disposal of premises No. 2 New Street, Scotch Hall Drogheda, & Nos. 4, 5, and 17 Marsh Road, Scotch Hall, Drogheda, to Tuath Housing Association Ltd. (Section 183 Notices circulated on 18th January, 2013.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher, the disposal of premises No. 2 New Street, Scotch Hall, Drogheda and Nos 4, 5 and 17 Marsh Road, Scotch Hall, Drogheda to Tuath Housing Association Ltd., in accordance with Section 183 notice circulated on 18th January, 2013, was approved.
20/13

Proposed Skateboard Park.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, responded to queries from the Members on the report on the proposed Skateboard Park which was circulated with the Agenda    When the Risk Assessment is completed and an estimate of the costs are finalized a report will be brought to the Council.
21/13
Extinguishment of Right of Way Knockbrack Downs
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, responded to queries from the Members on the report on the extinguishment of the Right of Way at Knockbrack Downs which was circulated with the Agenda.
22/13
Traffic Lights at Georges Square, Drogheda.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer responded to queries from the Members on the report on the traffic lights at Georges Square, Drogheda, which was circulated with the Agenda.   Mr. Finn informed the meeting that further consideration has to be given to the matter and a report will be prepared.
23/13
Beechgrove Junction.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, summarized the reports on the Beechgrove Junction which had been circulated to the Members. Mr. Finn outlined the rationale behind the preferred option and replied to questions from the members. At the request of the members it was agreed to have information on current pedestrian footfall figures at the junction available for the next meeting. Following a discussion on the report it was agreed that the matter be deferred to the March Meeting when a vote would be taken.

24/13
Weight Restrictions Francis Street/Chord Road.
The report on weight restrictions on Francis Street/Chord Road which was circulated with the Agenda was noted by the Members.
25/13
To note date for Halpin and Moran Memorial on Sunday 10th February, 2013
The date for the Halpin and Moran Memorial was noted by the Members.
26/13
To agree date for Civic Awards on Thursday 14th March, 2013.
The date for the Civic Awards was noted by the Members
27/13
List of Forthcoming Conferences.
Approval was given to Councillor M. O’Dowd to attend the 24th Colmcille Winter School from 22nd – 24th February, 2013 in the Colmcille Heritage Centre, Gartan, Churchill Hill, Co. Donegal.
28/13
Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   

29/13

 Condolences 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
The Family of the late Detective Garda Adrian Donohoe who died tragically in Lordship, Dundalk.
The family of the late Valerie McDonnell, Newfield, Drogheda, wife of Bob McDonnell, former staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Martin O’Driscoll, Rathmullan Park, brother of Anthony O’Driscoll and Pauline Kennedy, both staff members of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late David Driscoll, Bredin Street, Drogheda.

The family of the late Beatrice Callaghan, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.

The family of the late Paddy Traynor, Bettystown, Co. Meath, former Chairman Drogheda Port.

The family of the late Liam Gardiner, Sandyford Terrace, Drogheda.

The family of the late Gerald Rose, Patrick Street, Drogheda, former staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

30/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.

That Drogheda Borough Council hold a plebiscite of those resident in the Broadmeadows Estate, Ballymakenny Road to have the said residential development taken in charge by this Local Authority and that the estates green area is also included in the plebiscite to allow same to be taken in charge by this Local Authority.

That this Council clarifies the current status of any actions being taken by the Local Authority in respect of any matters of unauthorised development currently situate on the green area of the said estate and that such actions are furthered as a matter of urgency.

Reply: The Broadmeadows estate was taken in charge by the then Drogheda Corporation in 1977. The green area in question was designated as an open space associated with the development of the housing estate in the 1970’s. The open space remained in private ownership and the only entrance from the public road was blocked off a number of years ago by the construction of a wall and the planting of vegetation and trees. There is no evidence of the Borough Council ever having maintained the open space nor was it transferred to or taken in charge by the Council.

Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 permits a planning authority to hold a plebiscite to ascertain the wishes of the qualified electors in respect of initiating the taking in charge procedures under Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993. Section 11 of the Roads Act permits a road authority to declare a road a public road. However as the roads in the Broadmeadow estate are already public roads, Section 11 of the Roads Act is not relevant in this case. Consequently there is no point in the Council organizing a plebiscite. 

A file in relation to unauthorized development is currently with the Planning Enforcement Section.   

Following a discussion on the Motion which was supported by the Members, Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that a report on the matter would be brought to the Council.
31/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton

Will this Council take action on the serious increasing problem of dog fouling on the streets of Drogheda and start a campaign to highlight the issue for the good of the town 

Some suggestions set out below and any new suggestions are welcome as this effect the town in many ways e.g. tourism, tidy towns, etc. 

·  Work with local residents associations notifying people of the Litter Pollution Act and fines etc along with asking them for their assistance to police the issue.
·  Work with Local Litter Wardens -  Erecting anti Dog Fouling signage
·  More Dog Litter Bins
·  A communication (example the Louth Co Council - Dog Litter Leaflet) to be delivered to every home in Drogheda and surrounding area
·  A visible presence of dog wardens 
Reply: A media campaign on dog fouling to create awareness in the community was run on a county wide basis by Louth County Council last year.

This consisted of full page ads in the local newspapers, radio advertising and leaflets in veterinary clinics.

As part of the campaign, mobile signage was provided to each warden in the county and this has been used in housing estates and a school in Drogheda to highlight dog fouling black-spots and enforcement.

The awareness element of the campaign is now complete and unfortunately this year, budgets will not allow another awareness campaign. 

The monitoring and enforcement element of the campaign is now being addressed on a county wide basis by the community wardens 

The general consensus on this matter, which is a national issue, is that the public’s response to the awareness campaign is disappointing and that the only way to tackle the problem will be through enforcement by the Litter Warden through the issue of fines. Between 1st January 2010 and 31st December 2012, there have been 11 fines issued in the County as a whole, under Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997-2009 which deals with dog fouling.

In 2013 all community wardens in Louth are committed to enforcement of the legislation and will continue to work with local communities to raise awareness. The dog fouling bins in Drogheda Borough are being upgraded as part of a rolling programme and additional bins will be added as and when budgets allow. The County dog wardens carry out regular patrols throughout the County and will continue to do so in the coming months.

The Members supported the Motion.
Councillor I. Munster proposed, and Councillor M. Coogan seconded that a report be prepared on what improvements we have made and what provisions are made for fining people who allow dog fouling
Councillor R. Culhane proposed and Councillor D. Wilton seconded that the Litter Wardens monitor areas for one week where dog fouling is prevalent to send a message that prosecutions will be made.

With the agreement of Councillors M. O’Dowd,  L. Bell Woods and F. Maher the motions in their names were deferred to the March Meeting in order that the Notice of Motion in the names of Councillor F. Gallagher and Councillor K. O’Heiligh could be taken together.
32/13
Notice of Motion – F. Gallagher

I call on Drogheda Borough Council, as an aid to stimulating social and economic activity in the area, to examine the feasibility, in conjunction with the business owners, of pedestrianising and re-locating a number of market stallholders to Narrow West Street.

Reply: There are no objections in principle to examining the feasibility of pedestrianising Narrow West Street. However the success of such a venture will depend on the stakeholders, particularly the traders, coming to a consensus on the matter. Because of the limited space available vehicular traffic will have to be banned if stalls are to be re located here.
33/13
Notice of Motion – K. O’Heiligh 

That this Borough Council looks into the feasibility of redesign Narrow West Street as the current layout was designed solely for pedestrian use which is not working. 

In support of the Traders on Narrow West Street I am proposing a reversal of traffic on St. Patrickswell Lane to allow direct vehicular access from Narrow West to parking at the rear of the Abbey Shopping Centre.

Reply: Due to its narrow width the options available in respect of Narrow West Street are limited. In summary these are either a one way traffic system with pedestrian access as is currently in place or the pedestrianisation of the street. The reversal of flow on Patrickswell Lane is not an option due to the geometric layout of the junction which affects the turning movement of vehicles. 

The Members supported both motions and following a discussion the Members agreed that a meeting should be arranged with the traders of Narrow West Street.
The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR.
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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