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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in Drogheda Enterprise Centre,The Mill, Newtown Link Road, Greenhills, Drogheda, on Monday 2nd December , 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor A.Donohoe



Councillors:           
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan,





F. Maher, I. Munster, C. McKenna, M. O’Dowd, 




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. P. Poole, County Manager                         





Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk.



                                
 Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.




 



 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.






 Mr.J.Meagher, Staff Officer.
Apologies from The Mayor Councillor R.Culhane

189/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councilor L. Bell Woods, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th November, 2013, were adopted.
190/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Minute No.185/13-Councillor L. Bell Woods asked if a letter had been sent to the HSE .Mr.P.Finn, Borough Engineer advised that he will furnish a report to the Council for the January meeting.
Councillor K.O’Heiligh acknowledged the work undertaken by the Borough  Council on the Inner Relief Road adjacent to the Bridge of Peace comprising the installation of handrails and vehicle restraint barrier. 
191/13
Condolences
The Deputy Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Peadar Reynolds, Liam Leech Terrace, Drogheda.
The family of the later Patrick Cluskey, Forest Edge, Stameen, Drogheda.

The family of the late James Brady, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.

The family of the late Tommy McGovern, Chord Road, Drogheda.

192/13
Conservation Report-St.John’s Home,Peter Street,Drogheda.
The members noted the Conservation Report on St.John’s Home which was circulated with the Agenda.Ms.J. Martin,Director of Services & Town Clerk responded to queries raised by the Members and advised that she will discuss the concerns raised with the Conservation Officer.
193/13
Traffic issues at St.Joseph’s CBS Primary school.
The Members noted the report on traffic issues at St. Joseph’s CBS Primary school which was circulated with the Agenda. Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer responded to queries raised by the Members.  
194/13
Taking in Charge of Ashfield North Road,Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor I.Munster, seconded by Councillor K. Callan approval was given to the taking in charge of Ashfield Estate, North Road, Drogheda as per report and map attached with the Agenda.
195/13
Taking in Charge of Sienna,Francis Street,Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor M.O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K.O’Heiligh approval was given to the taking in charge of Sienna, Francis Street, Drogheda as per report and map attached with the Agenda.
196/13
Approval of Arts Acts Grants Awards 2013-2nd Round. 
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor C.McKenna  approval was given to the payment of Arts Act Grants Awards as per the report which was circulated with the Agenda.
197/13
Disposal of fee Simple Interest in various properties(Section 183 Notice circulated on 11th November 2013)
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor K. Callan, the disposal of the fee simple interest in the following properties in accordance with the Section 183 Notice circulated on 11th November 2013 was approved.
Address of Dwelling            Name of Purchaser                    Purchase Price
19 Congress Avenue               M.Callan & Ors.                       €10.16 & €114.28
95 Chord Road                       David Scallan &                                  “
                                                 Shauna Hughes

2 St.Teresa’s Tce.                  Malachy Murphy                                  “
216 Pearse Park                     Patrick Finnegan                                   “
53 Ascal –a- Do.                    Anthony Gaynor                                  “
22 Bredin Street                     Elizabeth Mullen                                  “
10 Radharc Na Pairce            Thomas & Cecelia Carolan                  “
34 Ascal-a-Do                        L.P.R.of John Keenan                          “
120 Ascal-a-hAon                 Liam Kelly                                             “
34 Bothar Brugha                  L.P.R. of James Joseph Smith               “
2 Crushroad Avenue             L.P.R.of Mrs.Martha Martin                  “
19 Trinity Street                    L.P.R. of Joan O’Reilly                          “
160 Ballsgrove                      Peter & Elizabeth Finn                           “
99 Marian Park                      John Rooney &                                      “
                                              Aidan Rooney 

198/13

Disposal of Lands at Tredagh View, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda 

to Respond Housing Association.
(Section 183 Notice circulated on 22nd  November 2013)

On the proposal of Councillor F.Maher, seconded by Councillor L Bell Woods, the Members approved the disposal of lands at Tredagh View, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda to Respond! Housing Association in accordance with the Section 183 Notice and OS map Ref. No. 2319-21circulated on the 22nd November 2013.
199/13

List of forthcoming Conferences
There were no nominations
200/13

Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of the Members Community Grants which was circulated with the Agenda.   The Members also approved an allocation by the Mayor, Councillor R. Culhane for Drogheda & District Support 4 Older People in the sum of €250.
201/13
Monthly Progress Reports.
The Members noted the Monthly Progress Reports circulated with the Agenda.
Councillor K. Callan acknowledged the work done by the staff of the Borough Council during the Drogheda Bonanza Festival.

202/13
Request from Louth Volunteer Centre to make 

a Presentation at the January meeting
The Members agreed to a request from Louth Volunteer Centre to make a Presentation at the January meeting of the Council.
203/13

It was agreed that the following Motions would be taken together
Notice of Motion – Councillor P.Bell

That this Council engage with and support the residents of River Bank estate in order to have the estate taken in charge.

Reply: The Council has met with the residents, on the taking in charge of the estate and is willing to meet further with them if required. However, the problem is that the developer to date has failed to complete certain works to bring the estate to taking in charge standard notwithstanding them advising the Council that they were going to carry out the works.    
                     Notice of Motion – Councillor M.O’Dowd 

‘That Drogheda Borough Council sequester the bond from the developer of Riverbank estate and completes the outstanding works required so that the estate can be taken in charge’

Reply: The developer has failed to complete the outstanding works which have been agreed, to bring this estate up to talking in charge standard. Despite assurances to the contrary, this work remains outstanding. The Council will notify the Developer that in the event of the work not being completed within a reasonable timeframe that the Council will sequester part of the Bond to complete the outstanding work itself. 
The Members supported both Motions. 
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk stated that Drogheda Borough Council is fully
committed to having the outstanding works completed but that due process has to be followed. Ms. J.Martin advised that the developer will be given a timeframe to complete the works and that the Council will in tandem commence a public procurement tendering process to progress the completion of the outstanding works to bring the development up to taking in charge standard.

Ms. J.Martin further advised that a progress report will be included on the Agenda paper for future meetings of the Council for the information of the Members.
204/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor F.Maher

That in support of efforts to highlight the ongoing problem of dog fouling on footpaths throughout the Borough that the Council provide up to date figures for the number of fines issued in 2013.

Reply:   The Council has not issued any fines in relation to dog fouling in 2013. The Council in conjunction with Meath County Council put forward Drogheda for inclusion in the ‘Irish Green Dog Walker’s Scheme’.  The aim of this scheme, which originated in Scotland, is to encourage responsible dog owners to sign up and pledge to clean up after their dogs. The Council has also worked closely with a local face book campaigner who is highlighting the problems associated with dog fouling. It is hoped that these initiatives will encourage more people to clean up after their dogs and to report people who do not to the Community Warden. The Council will take enforcement action in cases where it is has sufficient evidence.  However, the difficulty in obtaining evidence, that will satisfy a Court, remains the problem in relation to prosecuting dog fouling offenders. 
On the proposal of Councillor F.Maher, seconded by Councillor K.O’Heiligh, the members supported the Motion.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk advised the Members that issuing of on the spot fines is dependent on the Litter Warden being in the area when the dog fouling occurs .Ms. Martin further advised that to obtain a successful prosecution that the Council would be relying on members of the public to give evidence to the Court on behalf of the Council.
205/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor C. McKenna 
That the members of Drogheda Borough Council call on all estate management companies currently operating within the boundaries of the Borough to implement, as soon as is practicable, a reduction in their fees commensurate with the amount of the Local Property Tax being levied on the homes under management.

Reply: The Council has no legal power or role in relation to the Management Fees being referred to.  This is a matter for the Members.  
On the proposal of Councillor C.McKenna, seconded by Councillor P.Bell, the Members supported the Motion.
It was also agreed that a letter would be sent to the Minister for the Environment, Community & Local Government on the matter.

206/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster
Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to carry out a vehicle and pedestrian user safety assessment of the junction at Upper Mell / Cement Road / Boyne Hall/Lodge/Meadows/Oldbridge Estates/ Old Slane Road.  At this junction cars have to stop facing down Mell to turn right to access a road where the vehicle has to do a u turn 
on a very busy part of the road and traffic from behind have very little visibility of the stopped vehicle due to a brow of the hill driving towards the town centre Also pedestrians who live in the area have to cross this very busy junction to access the shops. This road is very wide and with no safe crossing point for pedestrians. 

Reply:  Plans were drawn up to upgrade this junction including realigning the Old Slane Road. This required land acquisition. The Council will further examine the alignment of the junction to determine the feasibility of other options to improve this junction. Any works will be contingent on funding being made available.     
On the proposal of Councillor I.Munster, seconded by Councillor K.Callan, the Members supported the motion.

207/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor  K.Callan
That this Council oppose the positioning of the County Louth Driving Centre Site at Southgate Shopping Centre. That this service is for County Louth and should not be located in County Meath as it is causing the people of County Louth to have to travel out of their own county in seeking to use what should be a county specific service. 
 
That the members of this council write to the relevant department of government seeking for the centre to be relocated to within County Louth and Drogheda in particular in the immediate future and highlighting the ridiculous situation Drogheda finds itself in with a County Boundary restricting local governance and services to our immediate hinterland which is instead under the functional responsibility of County Hall in Navan resulting in Drogheda losing commercial rates and those living in the immediate area not being able to make representations to Drogheda Borough Council.

Reply:   This is a matter for the Members.
On the proposal of Councillor K.Callan, seconded by Councillor D.Wilton, the Members supported the Motion.
The Meeting concluded.

__________________________________

MAYOR

DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL





Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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