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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 8th April,, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. E. O’Callaghan, Senior Executive Planner






Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer.






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
52/13
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councilor A Donohoe, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th March, 2013, were adopted.
53/13
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor R. Culhane referred to Minute No. 39/13 and requested that the minute be amended to read that Garda Patrick Morrissey was murdered on 27th June, 1985.    Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that the minute could not be amended if it was not used at the Meeting, but the written minutes would be checked.   She also informed the meeting that the ceremony will take place on 25th April, 2013 and details will be forwarded to the Members shortly.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh enquired if the Council had looked for funding for the skateboard park.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that that a source of funding had not been found.  Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the meeting that there was to date this year no call for Sports Capital Grants applications
Councillor F. Gallagher wished to raise the issue of planning at Sunnyside.  The Mayor 
Councillor P. Bell informed the meeting that this matter cannot be discussed at the Meeting.
Councillor F. Maher referred to Minute No. 47/13 and enquired if the Ramparts would be open for upcoming events.  Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that it is the intention to have it open for the upcoming events.  
Councillor K. Callan thanked the Council for the works carried out at Westcourt.
54/13
Presentation on Boyne Valley Drive– Visitor Infrastructure Study. 
Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, gave the attached presentation on the Boyne Valley Drive – Visitor Infrastructure Study and responded to queries raised by the Members.
55/13
Update on Redevelopment Project at Council Offices, Fair Street
Ms. M. T. Daly, informed the meeting that Michal Collins Associates have been appointed as Architects for the redevelopment project at the Council Offices, Fair Street, Drogheda, and it is hoped to bring plans to the Council before the end of the year.  

Ms. M. T. Daly also informed the Council that a Section 183 Notice will be brought before the Council in relation to the lands at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda, being transferred to the DECLG Land Aggregation.
Ms. M. T. Daly indicated that a press release had been issued in relation to the signing of the Development Agreement with North East Housing for the construction of 25 housing units at Brookville/Moneymore 

56/13
Leasing of premises at Millmount – The Tower Restaurant, Millmount, Drogheda (Section 183 Noticed circulated on 13th March, 2013.

On the proposal of The Mayor Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the leasing of the Tower Restaurant Millmount, Drogheda, in accordance with Section 183 Notice circulated on 13th March, 2013, is approved.
57/13.
Disposal of fee simple interest in various properties (Section 183 Notice circulated on 19th March, 2013.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods, the disposal of the fee simple interest in the following properties in accordance with Section 183 Notice circulated on 19th March, 2013 is approved. 
Address of Dwelling


Name of Purchaser 

    Purchase Price 
6 Laburnum Square.


Gerald Berrill &

Mary Berrill 
 

€10.16 & €114.28

64 Congress Avenue


Anne Conlon







 






“

33 Hardman’s Gardens

Sean Murtagh & 






Marie Everitt 

 

“

Address of Dwelling


Name of Purchaser 

    Purchase Price 
25 Bothar Brugha


Raymond McCabe 


“




 


13 Bredin Street


Patrick Saurin
 
 

“


62 Ascal-a-hAon


Michael Black & 






Wenke Ahrens
 


“


95 Marian Park


Peter James
 


“

58 Ascal-a-Do



Breda Carr



“


179 Marian Park


L.P.R.’s Mr. P. Buckley, 







deceased   



“



38 Bredin Street 


L.P.R.’s Ms. Maureen Kane, 







deceased   



“


31 Ascal-a-Tri 


L.P.R.’s Ms. Una Donegan,







deceased 



“ 

202 Marian Park


Mary Cooney 



“

18 Ascal-a-Tri



Tracy Aspell

 

“

8 Laburnum Square


Nuala Early
 


“

186 Ballsgrove


Sandra Floody



“ 

58/13
Part 8 – New Build 1000 Pupil Post-Primary School, Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda, Co. Louth – Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Planning Regulations, 2001 (Part 8) as amended 
The Manager’s report on the Part 8 – New Build 1000 Pupil Post-Primary School, Ballymakenny road, Drogheda, Co. Louth – Planning and Development Act, 2000 (As amended) and Planning Regulations 2001 (Part 8) as amended was circulated with the Agenda.    Ms. J. Martin, County Manager and Mr. W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries raised by the Members.    Requests were made for a meeting to be arranged with the Board of Management, Parents Council, and Council Officials in relation to traffic management.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, informed the Council that the statutory process under Part 8 had been followed and submissions received had been addressed in the report, and there was a statutory requirement on the elected members to make a decision within 6 weeks of receiving the report.   She also indicated that no further public consultations can take place. It was pointed out that the Department of Education and Skills are happy with the plans.     Ms. Martin informed the members that if they decided to make an amendment to the decision technical support would be required for such an amendment.

It was  agreed to defer the matter to a Special Meeting of the Council to be held on  Tuesday 7th May, 2013, at 7.00 p.m.    
59/13
Amenity Grants.
Proposed by Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd, the payment of the amenity grants as circulated with the Agenda were approved with the following amendment –

Brookville Park Residents Association allocation to be increased by €200 to €400 and the recommended allocation of €965 for the Drogheda Civic Trust Chord Cemetery Work be reduced by €200 to €765.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that Drogheda Borough Council will not be giving alternative funding to the Drogheda Civic Trust for works at the Chord Cemetery.     Councillor F. Gallagher asked what criteria is used when allocating the grants.

60/13
To agree date for May Council Meeting.
It was agreed that the May Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 13th May, 2013.
61/13
List of forthcoming Conferences.
No nominations were received.

62/13
Members Community Grants.
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda
63/13
Monthly Progress Reports.
The monthly progress reports were noted.
64/13
Condolences 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
The family of the late Margaret Artfield, England – brother of Benny McDonagh staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Pat Levins, Collon, brother of Cepta Farrelly, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Rita Cunningham, Congress Avenue, Drogheda, mother of Thomas Cunningham, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council

The family of the late Patrick O’Neill, Congress Avenue, Drogheda.

The family of the late Frances Campbell, Glenview, Drogheda.

The family of the late Anthony Leslie, Rathmullan Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Raymond Smith, Marian Park, Drogheda.

65/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.

Will this Council implement increased road markings and signage in the immediate vicinity of St. Josephs CBS and Scoil Aonghusa to assist the students, parents and teachers in providing increased safety features to slow traffic approaching from the vicinity of Scarlet Street. The work of the Council to date in working with the interested parties is noted however traffic continues to pose a very real threat to the schools communities and requires further assistance.
 
Will this Council also examine the possible introduction of traffic calming measures in the form of speed ramps in the immediate vicinity of the Schools and the existing crossing point for students and prepare a report on the possible location of such ramps to allow the members to consider the allocation of funds for such measures from the next roadworks programme. 

Reply:   The Council has carried out extensive works here over the years, most recently in 2012. At the request of the Gardai and in consultation with the school representatives a traffic calming ramp and a speed radar sign was introduced at Scarlet Street.  There are no plans to carry out any further works. The Council will however carry out an assessment on the current situation and will consult with stakeholders in this regard. Should further measures be warranted the report will address the feasibility of implementing same.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members supported the Motion.
66/13

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.
That Drogheda Borough Council ensures that all outstanding works in Riverbank Housing Estate are completed as a matter of urgency and that the estate is taken in charge as soon as possible.

Reply:   The Council has received assurances from the developer that all outstanding works on the estate will be completed to bring the estate up to taking in charge standard once the works he is currently undertaking adjacent the Ramparts walkway is completed.
The Members supported the Motion.   Councillor M. O’Dowd asked if a list of the outstanding works could be made available.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that the list is available.
67/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.
What plans have this Council to address the issues of traffic management around the schools in the Ballymakenny area.

Reply: The Council has engaged with stakeholders and will continue to collaborate with the school authorities and the Gardai on this matter
On the proposal of Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members supported the Motion.

68/13
Notice of Motion – Councillor L. Bell Woods. 

Calling on this Council to examine the feasibility of installing CCTV cameras to cover the residential area of Rope Walk and Greenlanes.   This area has experienced ongoing and serious anti social behaviour over the past two years, eg; burning of cars, illegal drinking/drug taking etc.

Reply:   The Anti-social behaviour referred is a matter for An Garda Siochana.  The Council does not install CCTV cameras.  The Gardai have CCTV within the town centre.  A total of 12 community based CCTV cameras were installed in Council owned estates and RAPID areas only and were funded by the Department of Justice and administered by Phobail.  There is no further provision for additional Community Based CCTV cameras within Council owned estates
It was agreed that this motion should be forwarded to the Joint Policing Committee.

The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR.
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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