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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 1st October, 2012, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,.

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, 


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
Apologies from Councillor I. Munster

It was agreed that Condolences would be taken as Item No 3 – To enter into an Agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001 with Louth County Council, Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council – Carrying out of functions under both the Fire Services Act, 1981 – 2003 and the Building Control Acts 1990 has been deferred to the November Meeting.
172/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councilor R. Culhane, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd September, 2012, were adopted.
173/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor M. O’Dowd referred to Minute No. 170/12 and enquired when the ramps will be installed at Beechwood.   He also thanked the Borough Engineer for the installation of the footpath at Plattin Road.  Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer indicated that the ramps will be completed by the end of the year.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh enquired as to the costs of providing a skateboard park.  
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the meeting that the Council is currently working on costings for the provision of  Skateboard Park.

Councillor D. Wilton referred to Minute No. 162/12 and indicated that the public were not aware of the public meetings in relation to the Traffic Study.   He asked that a public meeting be held and a leaflet drop be carried out informing the pubic of such meeting.    Ms. J. Martin, County Manger, indicated that a further public meeting would be arranged.
.
174/12
Condolences. 
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
The family of the late Pat Carr, Grange Rath, Drogheda, former Mayor of Drogheda.

The family of the late Jill Meagher, who died tragically in Australia
The family of the late Una Weldon, Trinity Gardens, Drogheda

The family of the late Tony Shields, Newfield, Drogheda

The family of the late Raymond McDonnell, Bredin Street, Drogheda.

The family of the late Brendan Coyle, formerly of Shamrock Villas, Drogheda.

The family of the late Bernadette Mooney, Forest Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late George Carroll, Maple Drive, Drogheda.

The Mayor informed the Meeting that a Memorial Service will be held for the late Gill Meagher in St. Peter’s Church on Friday 5th October, 2012.

175/12
Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme – to seek approval to drawdown additional funds of €41,912 from the Housing Finance Agency and to advance a loan of up to  €41,912 to Respond Housing Association for the completion of 8 units  at Phase 2, Tredagh View, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda, Co. Louth.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd,

this Council hereby agrees to drawdown the additional funding of €41,912 from the Housing Finance Agency and this Council hereby agrees to advance a loan of up to €41,912 to Respond Housing Association for the completion of the 8 units at Phase 2, Tredagh View, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda, Co. Louth under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme”. 
176/12
Social housing – John Street and Scotch Hall, Drogheda. 
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Council that the Council had entered into a 20 year lease for 12 Units at John Street and the units to be managed by Tuaith Housing Association. A further 15 units at Scotch Hall have been purchased by Tuaith Housing Association  and will be leased to Drogheda Borough Council for a term of 30 years.   These units will be allocated to people who are on the Borough Council’s housing list.    The Members congratulated the Housing Section on the work that had been done in relation to these units.
177/12
Disposal of land at Boice Court, Mell, Drogheda to Housing Sustainable Communities Ltd (Section 183 Notice circulated on 20th September, 2012)
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the members approved the disposal of land at Boice Court, Mell, to Housing Sustainable Communities Ltd.as per Section 183 Notice which was circulated on 20th September, 2012.
178/12
Leasing of land at Newtown Link Road, Drogheda to Drogheda Enterprise Centre Limited (Section 183 Notice circulated on 20th September, 2012)
On the proposal of Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members approved the leasing of the land at Newtown Link Rod, Drogheda to Drogheda Enterprise Centre Limited as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 20th September, 2012.
179/12
Disposal of MV Sub station site at Newtown Meadows, Termonfeckin Road Drogheda to ESB Networks (Section 183 Notice circulated on 20th September, 2012)
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. Callan, the Members approved the disposal of MV Sub station site at Newtown Meadows, Termonfeckin Road, Drogheda to ESB Networks as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 20th September, 2012.
180/12
Update on Beechgrove Junction.
The attached report from Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, dated 1st October, 2012, was circulated to the Members.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager and Mr. Finn responded to queries raised by the Members.
181/12
To consider extinguishment of right of way over walkway at Hillview Drogheda. 
On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members approved the extinguishment of the right of way over walkway at Hillview, Drogheda, as per report and map circulated with Agenda.  
182/12
To consider extinguishment of right of way over walkway at Knockbrack Downs, Drogheda..
On the proposal of Councilor M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, the Members approved the extinguishment of the right of way over walkway at Knockbrack Downs, Drogheda, as per report and map circulated with Agenda.
183/12
Civic Reception for Drogheda United FC on winning the EA League Cup.
The Members agreed to host a Civic Reception for Drogheda United FC on winning the EA League Cup.   The date to be confirmed.
184/12
Civic Reception for the Management of Irish Paralympian Olympic Team (all from Drogheda and District)
.
The Members agreed to host a Civic Reception for the Management of the Irish Paralympain Olympic Team (all from Drogheda and District).  Councillor F. Gallagher suggested that a combined Civic Reception should be held for the Drogheda United FC and the Management of the Irish Paralympain Olympic Team.   
185/12
Proposed renaming of Boyne Cable Bridge – update.
Ms. J. Martin, County Manager informed the Members that the Members of Louth County Council had agreed that a meeting should  take place with the Louth County Manager, the Meath County Manager, the Chairmen of Louth County Council and Meath County Council to discuss the matter further.    The matter will be brought back to the Members of Louth County Council.   Ms. Martin also indicated that the Mayor would be consulted if necessary.
186/12

Pop Up Shop Initiative 
The report on Pop UP Shop Initiative circulated with the Agenda was noted.   Following a discussion Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated she would be happy to meet the Chamber of Commerce.
187/12
List of forthcoming Conferences .
The Members approved the attendance of Councillor M. O’Dowd at the Second Annual Conference on the Great War 1914 – 1918 on Saturday 3rd to Sunday 4th November, 2012, in the Westcourt Hotel, Drogheda.
188/12
Members Community Grants.
 

The Members approved the payment of the list of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   Approval was also given to the payment of the following allocations:

Councillor L. Bell Woods
Prevention of cruelty to animals Louth SPCA    -    €100.




ABACAS




        - €300

Councillor R. Culhane            Drogheda & District Road Bowling                       - €100

                                                Stameen Residents Association                              - €500

Councillor D. Wilton              Newfoundwell Football Club                                  -€100

                                                Gary Kelly Centre                                                    -€100

189/12
Monthly Progress Reports.
The monthly Progress Reports were noted.
The Members agreed to take the following Notices of Motion together
190/12

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.
‘That Drogheda Borough Council provide a pedestrian crossing at a suitable location on Beamore Road to ensure the safety of children from Rosevale and Ard Ri estates crossing a busy road to walk to St. Mary’s Parish School.
Reply: The Council will investigate the need for a pedestrian crossing at this location to determine if the requirement for same is warranted. The Council will have regard to the impact that the opening of the new St. Mary’s School has on pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the area. The Council will also consult with Meath County Council on the matter, as the catchment area for the school includes estates in both administrative areas. No provision has been made in this year’s roadwork’s programme for any works here.   

191/12

Notice of Motion – Councillor R. Culhane.

Will the Borough Council consider laying a pedestrian crossing on the Beamore Road to facilitate the safe crossing of children from the three estates Ard Ri, Rosevale, and Legavooreen Manor. Traffic on this road has exponentially increased since the opening of St Marys Primary School on the Bryanstown cross route and residents are fearful for young children crossing at peak times.
Reply: The Council will investigate the need for a pedestrian crossing at this location to determine if the requirement for same is warranted. The Council will have regard to the impact that the opening of the new St. Mary’s School has on pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the area. The Council will also consult with Meath County Council on the matter, as the catchment area for the school includes estates in both administrative areas. No provision has been made in this year’s roadwork’s programme for any works here.   
192/12

Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell.

That this Council locate a pedestrian crossing on Beamore Road in the interest of the health an safety of local residents.

Reply: The Council will investigate the need for a pedestrian crossing at this location to determine if the requirement for same is warranted. The Council will have regard to the impact that the opening of the new St. Mary’s School has on pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the area. The Council will also consult with Meath County Council on the matter, as the catchment area for the school includes estates in both administrative areas. No provision has been made in this year’s roadwork’s programme for any works here.   

The Members supported the Motions
193/12
Notice of Motion– Councillor D. Wilton.
Calling on this Council to begin a process to introduce a traffic weight restriction in the CORD ROAD FRANCIS ST OULSTER LANE SANDYFORD TCE THOMAS ST HAND ST area due to the large amount of Heavy goods traffic in the area due to its proximity to the port . As a large number of houses in area have no front gardens and very little distance of footpath to the road this is causing distress to the residents and their homes.   There are routes to and from the port that can be and should be used by heavy vehicles and this is will ease the problem. In this process no Heavy vehicles such as emergency or collection or delivery trucks to homes or businesses in the area should be included in the restriction. 

Reply:  The Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Regulations, 1997 provides for the placing of weight restrictions on vehicles entering a road. This is done by erecting signs which give the unladen weight that may not be exceeded by a vehicle. This requirement does not apply where it is necessary for a vehicle to enter a road solely for the purpose of gaining access to or egress from premises accessible only from that road.  There is no objection in principle to placing weight restrictions on residential roads in this area. However the views of the Gardai should be sought before proceeding with any proposal. There is no provision in this year’s road works programme to implement any weight restriction measures here.
Following a discussion on the Motion, Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he would consult with the Gardai on the matter.
194/12

Notice of Motion– Councillor L. Bell Woods.
Calling on the Drogheda Borough Council to take in charge of Forest Park Estate.

Could the Council confirm if the Builders Meegan Bros, Builders of the estate have requested a taking in charge procedure to be implemented.  If not could the Drogheda Borough Council commit to conducting a plebiscite of the home owners and occupiers to seek their approval for the taking in charge of the Estate.

Reply: The developer has requested that Drogheda Borough Council take this estate in charge. The taking in charge process is currently underway.

The Members supported the Motion,
195/12

Notice of Motion– Councillor F. Gallagher

Over the past 12 months road resurfacing works have been undertaken at Newfield resulting in about 80% of the road surface in the estate being renewed.  I call on Drogheda Borough Council to complete, as a matter of urgency, the remaining unfinished 20% of the road, which includes The Square and the roadway immediately to it.
Reply:  Resurfacing work has been carried out in Newfield Estate under the 2011 and 2012 Road Works Programmes. There is no provision to carry out further works in the current year.  

The motion was noted.

196/12

Notice of Motion– Councillor I. Munster

Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to call on the government to put an immediate stop to the continuous handover of taxpayers money to bondholders following on from the further handover of 1 billon euro of taxpayers money to unsecured bondholders in AIB today the 1st October.
Reply:  This is a matter for the Members
As Councillor I. Munster was not in attendance this Motion was not taken.
197/12

Notice of Motion– Councillor M. Coogan.

That This Council supports the same rights and entitlements to civil marriages for all citizens of County Louth regardless of race, religion or sexuality”

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
Following a discussion it was agreed to amend the Motion to read – That this council supports the same rights and entitlements to civil marriages for all citizens of County Louth regardless of sexuality.   Councillor M. O’Dowd indicated that he was not supporting the Motion.
198/12

Notice of Motion– Councillor M. Coogan
'That Drogheda Borough Council follow the examples of Waterford City Council and Monaghan Town Council and supports the introduction of bye-laws or other measures which would ensure that circuses which use wild animals are prohibited from performing in any part of the local authority area in light of the well-documented evidence of suffering endured by the animals involved and the serious animal welfare issues raised.'
Reply: The issue of the ethical treatment of Circus animals, where performances take place on Council lands is a policy matter for the Council. This issue has been examined by a number of local authorities, including Fingal County Council, where the matter was referred to their Community Strategic Policy Committee for consideration. It should be noted that this Committee concluded that creating a bylaw to control the use of ‘wild animals’ on council owned lands is beyond the powers of the council function and is therefore a matter for central government.

The Council has not received any applications from circuses to perform on council owned lands in recent years. However if such an application was received it is open to the Council to prohibit ‘wild animals’ from performing on its property.
Following a discussion the Members agreed to change the word use to abuse and agreed to support the following amended Motion.

That Drogheda Borough Council follow the examples of Waterford City Council and Monaghan Town Council and supports the introduction of bye-laws or other measures which would ensure that circuses which abuse wild animals are prohibited from performing in any part of the local authority area in light of the well-documented evidence of suffering endured by the animals involved and the serious animal welfare issues raised.

199/12

Any Other Business

The Mayor Councillor P. Bell acknowledged the presence of former Councillor Tommy Murphy at the Meeting.

The Meeting concluded.
                                                     _________________________________________

                                                                                        MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha





DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL








PAGE  

