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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on 14th May, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R.  Culhane,




A. Donohoe,  F Gallagher, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
Apologies from Councillor I. Munster.
82/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, the Minutes of Meeting held on 2nd April, 2012, were adopted.
83/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor M. Coogan referred to Minute No. 75/12 in relation to meeting with the residents of Knockbrack Downs. Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer asked for suitable dates to be sent so that a meeting could be arranged.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh, refereed to Minute No. 77/12 and asked if there had been any advance on the suggestion for a Skate Board Park at Domincs Park.  Mr. P. Finn, Borough Enginer, indicated that a report would be available for the next meeting of the Council.
84/12
Mayor of Salinas – Denis Donohoe to address Members of the Council.
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan informed the Meeting that the Mayor of Salinas could not attend the Meeting. 
85/12
Presentation by the Drogheda City Trail Group
The attached presentation was given by Eddie Phelan, Peter Monaghan and Geoff Fitzpatrick on behalf of the Drogheda City Trail Group, and they responded to queries by the Members.   
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that an application had been made for funding by Drogheda Borough Council and Meath County Council.   
The Mayor thanked the group for the presentation.

.
86/12
To fix date for Annual Council Meeting.
It was agreed that the Annual Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 25th June, 2012.
87/12
Drogheda Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann – Proposed bid for Drogheda to host the Fleadh Cheoil.
Ms. Lolo Robinson from Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann spoke to the Members on the proposal to made a bid to host the 2014 Annual Fleadh Cheoil in Drogheda.     The Members agreed to support the bid.
88/12
Drogheda on the Boyne Tourism Action Plan 2012 
The attached Drogheda on the Boyne Tourism Action Plan 2012 was circulated.   It was agreed to put it on the Agenda for the June Meeting.
89/12
Nominations of Members to meet Government Department, State Agencies and Statutory Bodies to insure that Drogheda remains a seat of Local Government (March Borough Council Meeting Minute No. 51/12 refers)
It was agreed that a representative from each party would form part of the deputation.   The Mayor to correspond with each party.
90/12
Update on proposals for closure of Laurence’s Gate to vehicular traffic.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, gave the attached presentation.   Mr. Finn responded to queries raised by the Members.   Following a discussion it was agreed to hold a workshop on the proposals for the closure of Laurence Gate on 29th May, 2012. :
.
91/12
Taking in charge of Bridgview Estate,Newfoundwell Road, Drogheda.
A report from Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk dated 4th May, 2012 , with map attached, recommending the taking in charge of Bridgeview  Estate, Newfoundwell Road, Drogheda, was circulated with the Agenda    Following a discussion on the question of relocating the ESB pole on the green area ,it was agreed to defer making a decision on the taking in charge of Bridgeview until the conditions of the planning permission were checked in relation to the relocation of the ESB pole.
92/12
Yellowbatter Traffic Calming Scheme measures
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan, approval was give to the proposed traffic calming scheme at Yellowbatter, as recommended in the attached report from Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, dated 14th May, 2012.
93/12
Approval of Arts Grants.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, approval was given to the allocation of the Arts Grants as circulated with the Agenda.
. 
94/12
List of Forthcoming Conferences

No nominations were received. 

95/12

Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Audrey Ludlow, Marley Court, Drogheda.
The family of the late Charlie McAllister, Francis Street, Drogheda.

The family of the late Bridie McGuinness, Stameen, Drogheda.

96/12
Members Community Grants.
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   The Members also approved the payment of €250 to the Drogheda Town Football Club by the Mayor Councillor K. Callan’s from his allocations. 
97/12
Monthly Progress Reports.
The Members noted the monthly progress reports.
The Members acknowledged the work carried out by the staff of Drogheda Borough Council in connection with the National Famine Commemoration.
The Members acknowledged the contribution made by Drogheda Borough Council in relation to the Cruise Ship.

98/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

“That this Council demand the dismantling of the Tower Crane located on the abandoned Scotchall Phase 2 in the interests of planning and public safety”.

Reply: The Tower Crane has been removed.

The motion was noted.

.
99/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor M. Coogan.
“We are calling on this council to extend its support to the workforce at Irish Cement LTD, and are calling on the Company to abide by the Labour Court Recommendation (LCR 20237) and pay the workforce the monies which are outstanding. 

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the motion.

100/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.
Can this council investigate and do a report on the expanding trees and bushes on the bank of the glen area at Yellowbatter / Newfield area as the growth not only blocks natural light but is hampering with service lines running to the back of houses in Newfield also the roots are causing damage to the sewage pipes at the back of the houses backing onto the bank of the glen .

Reply: The Council will investigate the matter and will consult with the residents with a view to carrying out any works in the Autumn / early Winter. 
The motion was noted.

101/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor I. Munster
Due to the absence of Councillor I. Munster, Councillor D. Wilton took this motion.

Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to provide a report of all developments of 4 houses or more since 2000 confirming details of the bond conditions as per grant of planning permission and amounts of each bond cash and paper. The report to outline:

How many where conditioned to give a cash bond?

How many where conditioned to give a paper bond?

How many where given the option of both cash or paper bond?

What is the current status of each development and  of each bond?

A listing of the expiry date for each paper bond and whether or not notification was given?

Reply:  A report will be circulated at the meeting. 
The attached report was circulated to the Members.
102/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor M. O’Dowd.

Given the cost to upgrade and conduct necessary repairs on Dominic’s Bridge that the Council investigates the cost of upgrading the structure so that it can carry vehicles out of town and on to the bypass and that an initial report with outline costs is presented to the Council within two months.

Reply: The construction of the Bridge of Peace and the Bypass in the 1970’s made St. Dominick’s Bridge redundant as a road traffic bridge. The bridge is no longer linked to the road network on the southern side of the river save for pedestrian access. There are no plans to link the bridge to the road network on the southern bank to accommodate vehicular traffic. Any such proposal would also require the bridge to be upgraded, would entail substantial cost and would require a rigorous cost benefit analysis to justify seeking funding for same. A structural assessment of the bridge would be required as a first step. There is no funding available for such an assessment to be carried out. Having regard to the costs involved it is not possible to predict with any confidence that the likely benefits would out way the costs sufficiently to justify this proposal.    

The works planned for the bridge are required to protect the integrity of the structure and to ensure it remains open as an important pedestrian link between the South side and the town centre     

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that if proposals were forthcoming from a Developer with a view to a public/private partnership they would be looked at.

103/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor F. Gallagher. 
I formally request, on behalf of the residents of the area, that urgent footpath repairs and reinstatement is undertaken along a section of footpath at 114 Cord Road – Sarsfield’s Pub, as part of the Council’s 2012 works programme.   The present condition of semi-collapse and general disrepair of this section of footpath at the south-western edge of the Cord Road renders it a real public safety hazard for both the residents and passing users.

Reply:  The Council will carry out necessary repairs here. 
The motion was noted.
.
104/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor R. Culhane..

Can the Borough Council carry out temporary fencing works at the stream in Five Oaks.

Reply:  The Council will carry out repairs to the fencing at the stream. Prior to carrying out this work the Council will consult with the residents.
The motion was noted.
105/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. O’Heiligh
That this Council support the Cottage Hospital to remain as a Public Care Home catering for full time extended care and respite patients with no further threat of down-grading or closure. In efforts to retain current services, that the efforts to also provide a step down facility at the Cottage Hospital from acute Hospitals be welcomed and supported. That Drogheda Borough Council requests the Relevant HSE officials to visit with this Council to discuss the possibility of additional services.
Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the Motion.    The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan undertook to write to the HSE  inviting them to meet with the Council.
106/12
Any Other Business
The Members welcomed back Councillor F. Gallagher to the Meeting.

The meeting concluded.

                                                     _________________________________________

                                                                                        MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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