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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on 6th February, 2012 at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
14/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher,  seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 24th January, 2012, were adopted.
15/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor M. O’Dowd requested an update on the taking in charge of Sienna.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a meeting had taken place with the Developer, the Residents and the Management Company and the matter is progressing satisfactorily.

Councillor L. Bell Woods enquired about the delay in taking in charge of The Sycamores and Forest Park.   Mr. P. Finn indicated that a report will be brought before the Council at the next Meeting.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Minute No. 11/12 and indicated that St. Vincent de Paul would administer the hardship fund in relation to the household charge   Councillor K O’Heiligh indicated that he wished to donate his allocation in the sum of €1,500 to the St. Vincent de Paul for this fund.   It was agreed that this would be dealt with when Item 10 on the Agenda - Members Community Grants was reached.
16/12
Presentation by Members of the City Status Group.
Dr. Brian Hughes gave the attached presentation to the Members.    Mr. Vincent Hoey and 
Mr. Eugene Kierans endorsed the presentation.   Dr. Hughes responded to queries raised by the Members.   Mr. Vincent Hoey asked the members to pass the following resolutions:

That the Members of Drogheda Borough Council from this day forward give their consent and approval to the people of Drogheda referring to Drogheda as the City of Drogheda.

And

That this Council, as a matter of urgency, liaise and consult with all relevant government departments, state agencies and statutory bodies to ensure that Drogheda remains a seat of local government.

Councillor F. Gallagher proposed and Councillor R. Culhane seconded that the proposed resolution be adopted.    Councillor M. O’Dowd indicated that the procedure for a resolution to be passed is that a motion be placed on the Agenda prior to adoption.   It was agreed that the motion should be placed on an Agenda.
17/12
Update on Famine Commemoration.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk gave the attached update on the Famine Commemoration.   
.
18/12
DECLG nomination for Drogheda as the best kept town in Ireland 2012
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that Drogheda had been nominated by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to take part in the best kept town in Ireland Competition.   
19/12
Tender Report 2011 
The tender report circulated with the Agenda was noted. 
20/11
Declaration of Public Road - Pines Hamlet, Dublin Road, Drogheda.
Approval was given to proceed with the procedure for the Declaration of Public Road - Pines Hamlet, Dublin Road, Drogheda, as per report dated 27th January, 2012, from  Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, and circulated with Agenda.
21/12
Report on Traffic Calming Measures - St. Laurences Gate.
The attached report from Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer was approved by the Members. A discussion took place on the permanent closure of St. Laurences Gate, and   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town indicated that report would be brought to the Council in the next two months.
22/12
Correspondence
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan informed the Council that he had been invited to attend the 5th Annual ITLG Innovation Summit on 12th - 13th March, 2012, in Silicon Valley, California.   On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe the Members approved the attendance of The Mayor Councillor K. Callan at this summit.
Councillor M. O’Dowd enquired about funding for the new Enterprise Centre.     Following a discussion it was agreed that an invitation be extended to the Enterprise Group to give a presentation to the Council.

23/12
Conferences
Approval was given to Councillor L. Bell Woods to attend a Seminar on Media 2012 Training and Communications for Councillors  on 2nd and 3rd March, 2012, in Ennis Business College, Ennis, Co. Clare.
24/12

Members Community Grants 
The Members approved payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   Approval was also given to the following: The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan to allocate €400 form his allocation to St. John Ambulance and Councillor L. Bell Woods to allocate €300 to Legacy Taekwondo Club, Greenhills, Drogheda, and €300 to The Well F.C.
25/12
Monthly Progress Reports.

The monthly progress reports were noted.
26/12
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Olive Markey, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.
The family of the late Bernie McGinn, Duleek Street, Drogheda
The family of the late Mrs. Coddington, Scarlet Crescent, Drogheda.

The family of the late Ms. Maureen Kane, Bredin Street, Drogheda. 
27/12
Notice of Motion- Councillor F. Maher

That the Members of Drogheda Borough Council oppose any attempt by the Court Service to transfer the District Court Office from Drogheda to Dundalk. This would place hardship on people who would have to travel to avail of the vital services provided by the District Court Office. It would also be a further downgrading of Drogheda.’

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.

Councillor M. O’Dowd indicated that this matter had been discussed at the December Meeting and should not be back on the agenda for six months as per Standing Orders.    The Members agreed to have the motion discussed and following the discussion the Members supported the Motion.

28/12
Notice of Motion- Councillor F. Gallagher

The Elected Members of Drogheda Borough Council reaffirm their support for the  "Save the Cottage Hospital Campaign”.  

Reply: This is a matter for the Members
The Members supported the Motion.

29/12

 Notice of Motion- Councillor I. Munster
Calling on this Council to priortise and leave no stone unturned to secure funding for the provision of the much needed and long overdue roundabout at Beechgrove Junction. Every effort must be made to ensure the provision of a roundabout this year 2012 to alleviate the daily traffic congestion at this notorious junction.

Reply:  A grant application was made for Road Improvements and Roundabout at Beechgrove Junction as part of the 'Scheme of Grants for Specific Improvement Works on Regional & Local Roads - Proposals for Funding in 2012'. We are awaiting the Department's decision in this regard.

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk that the NRA had no funding been made available for this work.   She indicated that the Roads Work Progarmme will be brought to the Council at the March Meeting and also costings for a roundabout at Beechgrove.    The Members can decide on funding for same.
A copy of the Regional and Local Roads Allocations from the National Roads Authority was circulated. 

30/12

Notice of Motion- Councillor M. Coogan.

I am calling on Drogheda Borough Council to resurface the road between Lidl and Wesco Electrics from the Donore Road to the roundabout.

Reply: The matter will be considered for inclusion in the 2012 Roadwork’s Programme.
The Members supported the Motion.

31/12
Notice of Motion- Councillor P. Bell

In light of serious concerns expressed by people of Drogheda concerning the availability of Emergency Ambulance provision, that this Council invite Officials of the HSE Ambulance service, to give a detailed overview of the service provided within the town and district and to clarify how the resources of the Ambulance service are deployed.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the Motion
                                                      __________________________________________

                                                                                       MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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