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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 3rd December, 2012, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,.

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
 Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
212/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of  Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councilor K. O’Heiligh
the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th November, 2012, were adopted.
213/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor F. Gallagher referred to Minute No. 209/12 and requested that it be noted that the majority of the Councillors spoke in favour of his motion and requested that the minutes read that the Motion was carried, and it was agreed that the decision be conveyed to Meath County Council.
Councillor I. Munster referred to Minute No. 210/12 and indicated that the Motion was carried and a letter be sent to the Minister for Health.    Councillor M. O’Dowd indicated that his amendment was to have the lst line of the Motion omitted. 
Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested an update on the skateboard park.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer informed the Council that a meeting had taken place with the skateboard park committee and that there are a number of issues that need to be addressed.

.
214/12
Presentation by Drogheda Civic Trust on proposed Band Stand for Drogheda.
The attached presentaiton was given by Mr. Alan Costello and Mr. Emmett Humphries on the proposed Band Stand for Drogheda.    Mr. Costello and Mr. Humphries responded to  queries by the Members.   The Mayor and Members thanked Mr. Costello and Mr. Humphries for the presentation.

215/12
To note date of Budget Meeting on Monday, 17th December, 2012, at 7.30 p.m.
The Members noted the date and time for the Budget Meeting.
216/12
To agree a meeting of Drogheda Borough Council to discuss proposed changes to Borough Council’s under the DECLG “Action programme for  Effective Local Government.
It was agreed that a Meeting would be held on Tuesday 11th December, 2012, at 7.00 p.m. to discuss the proposed changes to Borough Councils under the DECLG “Action programme for Effective Local Government.
217/12
To note date of Fr. Kevin Connolly Lourdes Stadium official opening at 12 noon on Thursday 6th December, 2012
The Members noted the date for the official opening of Fr. Kevin Connolly Lourdes Stadium.
218/12
To enter into an Agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 with Louth County Council, Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council – carrying out of functions under both the Fire Services Act, 1981 – 2003 and the Building Control Acts 1990 (Agreement attached)
Following a discussion on the agreement Councillor K. Callan proposed and Councillor F. Maher seconded that the agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2011 with Louth County Council, Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council – carrying out of functions under both the Fire Services Act 1981 – 2003 and the Building Control Acts 1990, be approved.   Councillor F. Gallagher proposed and Councillor K. O’Heiligh seconded that Drogheda Borough Council do not proceed with the Agreement.   A vote was taken that the Agreement be entered into as follows:

For:           The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, Councillors L. Bell Woods, K. Callan,

                   M. Coogan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd,

                   D. Wilton                                                                                                             = 10

Against:     Councillors F. Gallagher, K. O’Heiligh.                                                              = 2

.
219/12
Local Government Act 2001 – drawdown of €2.5 m from the Housing Finance Agency (report attached)
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor K.O’ Heiligh, this Council hereby agrees to drawdown €2,500,000 from the Housing Finance Agency for the funding of Housing loans under the Tenant Purchase Schemes and the Incremental Purchase Scheme.
220/12
Report on Environment Works at Ballsgrove Hill (Report Attached)
The Mayor Councillor P. Bell, requested that a more detailed report be made available for the January Meeting.
221/12
Disposal of fee simple interest in property at Bessexwell Lane, (Section 183 Notice circulated on 1st November, 2012
On the proposal of the Mayor Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members approved the disposal of the fee simple interest in property at Bessexwell Lane, Drogheda, to Kierans Bros Ltd., for the sum of €5,625 plus costs and expenses per Section 183 Notice circulated on lst November, 2012.
222/12
Disposal of MV Substation site at Boyne Mills, Termonfeckin Road, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 22nd November, 2012)
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh the Members approved the disposal of the MV Substation site at Boyne Mills, Termonfeckin Road, Drogheda to ESB Networks for the sum of €1.00 as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 22nd November, 2012.
223/12
Disposal of MV Substation site at Roches Lane, Moneymore, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 23rd November, 2012)
On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members approved the disposal of the MV substation site at Roches Lane, Moneymore, Drogheda to ESB Networks for the sum of €1.00 as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 23rd November, 2012
224/12
Disposal of MV Substation site at Drogheda Fire Station, Rathmullan Road, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 23rd November, 2012)s
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members approved the disposal of the MV substation site at Drogheda Fire Station, Rathmullan Road, Drogheda to ESB Networks for the sum of €1.00 as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 23rd November, 2012
225/12
List of Forthcoming Conferences
Approval was given to the attendance of Councillor R. Culhane at Health and Safety and the Councillor Conference on 14th and 15th December, 2012, in Clonmel Park Hotel, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.
226/12
Members Community Grants 
The Members approved the payment of the Members Community Grants as circulated with the Agenda.   The Members also approved the following allocations by Councillor M. Coogan.
SOSAD - €250, St. Nicholas G. F.C - €250 and Cederfield Residents Association - €200.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Members that all allocations must be submitted on the required form.  The Form must be completed in full with all details including Tax No. etc  for inclusion prior to the Agenda being issued, and from the 1st January, 2013 no late applications would be accepted.
227/12

Monthly Progress Reports.
The monthly progress reports were noted.
228/12

Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
The family of the late Kathleen Martin, Greenhills, Drogheda. 
The family of the late May Kierans, Avenue Two, Yellowbatter, Drogheda.
The family of the late Martina Nugent, Nedwfield, Drogheda
The family  of the late Rita Spell, Bolton Square, Drogheda.
The family of the late Rowan Collins, Slane,  Co. Meath.
The family of the late Hewston Stanley, Ballymakenny, Drogheda.

229/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. O’Heiligh 

(Adjourned from November Meeting)
That this Council calls on the Minister for Education and Skills not to increase the student contribution charge which is already preventing many of our young  people from having access to Higher Education and not to cut the maintenance grant for vulnerable students struggling to cope with the cost of Higher Education.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.

On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher, the Members supported the Motion.

230/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher 

(Adjourned from November Meeting)

‘That Drogheda Borough Council urgently carry out repairs to the road at the Dale as it is in a dangerous condition due to a large number of potholes.’

Reply: Routine patching is scheduled to be carried out here

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher, the Members supported the Motion.

Councillor F. Maher acknowledged the works being carried out on the 101 Steps.

231/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan 

(Adjourned from November Meeting)

Can Drogheda Borough Council ask the owner of the Spar Shop that backs onto Cedarfield to erect a fence between the shop and the estate,  and if not would the Borough Council be in a position to put a temporary fence up because of anti social behaviour.

Reply:   The Spar Shop is in private ownership.  The Council does not erect fencing on private property.  All matters of anti-social behaviour should be reported to An Garda Siochana. 
On the approval of the Members Councillor Coogan withdrew this Motion.
232/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton 

(Adjourned from November Meeting)

Will this Council now address the over grown trees on the council property known as the Glen in Yellowbatter As I've raised this issue on behalf of the residents of Newfield Estate at previous meetings and the Council agreed it would deal with the issue as the trees are causing difficulties on their properties.

Reply: Work is scheduled to commence shortly.

Councillor D. Wilton withdrew this motion and thanked the Council for the work carried out.
233/12
Notice of Motion –The Mayor Councillor P. Bell,

(Adjourned from November Meeting)

That Drogheda Borough Council install speed ramps in Cedarfield and that particular attention be paid to the entrance from the Donore Road.

Reply: The matter will be investigated to see if measures are warranted. Provision will need to be made in next year’s budget for any works.  

On the proposal of the Mayor Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members supported the Motion.

234/12
Notice of Motion –Councillor M. O’Dowd.

To ask the Council on what basis did they take a strip of land from the Green in Brookville to construct the Ballymakenny Road cycle lane. Did they consult with the residents who are leaseholders of the land or with the landlord and was any payment made?  If not will the Council make an ex gratia payment to the leaseholders who contribute €4500 per annum for grass cutting on that green. 

Will the Council guarantee that in future there will be no unilateral decisions made in relation to the green and confirm that they will observe and uphold the leaseholder’s rights. 

Reply: The Council widened the existing footpath by approximately 1 metre at this locus to accommodate an off carriageway cycle path. The area that includes the footpath and cycle path forms part of the road. It should be noted that in 1974 the then Drogheda Corporation acquired land for the re-alignment of the Ballymakenny Road. However the acquisition was not registered on the land registry map. The Council has been in correspondence with the registered land owner and suggested that they agree to proceed with a Deed of Rectification to address this. There is no physical boundary between the road and the public open space. Both areas are readily accessible to the public and the construction of the cycle path has not changed this. The cycle path has in fact enhanced the amenity value of the road for the benefit of all, especially for the residents of Brookville. It is not considered appropriate to offer an ex gratia payment to the residents association. 

The Council has no plans in relation to the green but should any plan emerge the rights of any leaseholder will be upheld.    

The Motion was noted by the Members.
235/12
Notice of Motion –Councillor F. Gallagher

I call on Drogheda Borough Council to formulate proposals for the future use of the redundant fire station premises at Scarlet Street, including proposals for the establishment of a "Fire Services Museum" on the site, and that a report be compiled on the matter as a matter of urgency, for consideration by the Members.

Reply: The old Fire Station at Scarlet Street is part of the Council’s Corporate Estate.  It is used by the Roads Department for storage and the carpark is currently a source of revenue to the Council.  There are no plans or revenues available for a Museum and the site will be required for the development at Fair Street. 

On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher seconded by Councillor I. Munster that a report be brought to the Council regarding the future use of the Fire Station.

Councillor M. O’Dowd and Councillor F. Maher requested a report on the redevelopment of Fair Street.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that the appointment of Architects for the design stage of the redevelopment and refurbishment of Fair Street and the Community Services Building was imminent.  A Part VIII will be brought to the Council during 2013.
236/12
Notice of Motion –Councillor I. Munster

Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to ensure in advance that proper planning and supplies of salt and grit is organised and in place for the salting and gritting of roads, footpaths and estates in Drogheda should the severe weather predictions for December and January come to pass. Also that a percentage of resources where registered residents associations and community groups are allocated supplies, and salt / grit banks be provided to all estates.
Reply: A coordinated programme of winter service operations is delivered by the Louth Local Authorities on routes of given designated priority subject to availability of funding.  Routed are designated a priority rating between 1 and 3 based upon the particular class of public road, traffic volumes carried and the importance of the route on a national, regional or local level. The priority rating assigned to a particular route also has an associated stated level of service to be delivered on the route. Locations other than those covered above may be treated during severe weather events as the need arises, generally during normal working hours, and is very much dependent on the extremely limited resources which are made available at local level.

People are requested to assist efforts in periods of severe weather by clearing snow and ice from footpaths in front of their homes and business premises. Recent legal opinion on the matter states that no legal liability exists to those carrying out such works once they are executed in a safe manner.

In the event of severe weather the Borough Council will endeavour to work with local communities and business organisations. The amount of resources that can be allocated to housing estates and local areas will however very much depend on what is available after higher priority areas are attended to first. There is not sufficient resources to allow for the deployment of salt / grit banks to all estates.     

Following a discussion the Members noted the response from the Council Officials with particular reference that in the event of severe weather the Borough Council will endeavour to work with local communities and business organisations. The amount of resources that can be allocated to housing estates and local areas will however very much depend on what is available after higher priority areas are attended to first. The Council outlined that its priority remains to clear the main roads first and secondary routes and paths after that.  There is not sufficient resources to allow for the deployment of salt / grit banks to all estates.
237/12
Any other Business
Councillor K. Callan requested that the attached proposal by the Chamber of Commerce in relation to the rates initiative be given consideration in the Budget.

Councillor L. Bell Woods thanked the Council for the safety works carried out on the Ballymakenny Road.

Councillor F. Gallagher thanked the Council for the footpath reinstatement on the Chord Road.   Councillor M. O’Dowd requested that the graffiti on the new footpath be removed.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested that the traffic lights at the junction of Fair Street/Georges Street be looked at in regards to timing of same.

Councillor K. Callan thanked the staff of Drogheda Borough Council for their help with the Christmas Bonanza.

The Meeting concluded.

                                                               __________________________________

                                                                                   MAYOR.
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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