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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 7th November, 2011.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R.   Culhane,




F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 
M. O’Dowd, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Mr. Terry Savage, Senior Executive Planner






Ms. Emer O’Callaghan, Senior Executive Planner






Ms. Ciara King, Executive Planner






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
191/11
Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3rd October, 2011, were adopted.
192/11
Matters arising from Minutes.
.
Councillor M. Coogan requested current position in relation to the works on the Thatch Pub.   
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined that the owner had until the end of November to complete the works.

Councillor F. Gallagher enquired if any progress had been made on replacing the boundary stone on the Ballymakenny Road.  Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that contact had been made with the Developer in relation to same.   

193/11

Tourism Update - Drogheda and The Boyne Valley.
Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, informed the Meeting that an agreement had been put in place with Newry and Mourne District Council and Meath County Council in relation to placing Drogheda as a Tourist attraction.    He indicated that Meath County Council will provide resources and resources will also be provided by Louth in promoting Drogheda. 
194/11
Disposal of lands at Moneymore, Drogheda to North and East Housing Association, 3 Kirkfield Cottages, Clonsilla, Dublin 15 (Section 183 Notice circulated on 14th October, 2011.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer informed the meeting that it was proposed to dispose of 2.2 acres at Moneymore, Drogheda to North and East Housing Association for the construction of 25 social housing units under a build to lease proposal.  The Council outlined that North and East Housing Association would be going to tender in next 2 – 3 months with construction commencing in 2012.  Councillor I. Munster indicated that she was opposed to this disposal and proposed that the matter be put to a roll call.   

A roll call was taken on the disposal of lands at Moneymore, Drogheda to North and East Housing Association.    
For:


The Mayor Councillor K. Callan, Councillors:  P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, 

                                    F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,                                                                        =   5

Against:

Councillors M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster, D. Wilton              =   4

Councillor R. Culhane  was not present when the vote was taken.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh abstained.

The disposal of 2.2 acres at Moneymore, Drogheda, to North & East Housing Association for the construction of 25 housing units for social housing was approved. 
.

195/11

Eastern CFRAM Study - Flood Risk Review 
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, gave the attached presentation on Eastern Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management Study (Eastern CFRAM Study) and responded to queries raised by the Members.
196/11

.
Disposal of various Fee Simple Interests (Section 183 Notice circulated on 14th October, 2011.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan, approval was given to dispose of the fee simple in respect of the following properties.

Address of Dwelling


Name of Purchaser 

    Purchase Price 
25 Pearse Park



Eamonn Leech 

€10.16 & €114.28
204 Ballsgrove


Patrick & Elizabeth






Brady




“

69 Marian Park


Bernard Maxwell


“

73 Bothar Brugha


Breda McNally


“

185 Ballsgrove


Mary Hamlett

 

“
30 Marian Park.


Liam O’Halloran
 

“

54 Marian Park


Liam Hynes

 


“


22 Marian Park


McGuirk family & 







Margaret Chong


“


45 Windmill Road


Kierans family



“

61 Trinity Gardens 


Eileen Martin



“

15 Priest Lane



Patrick & Teresa Campbell

“





50 Pearse Park



Oliver Dunne




58 Moran’s Terrace


Cecilia McDonnell
 

“

102 Marian Park


Frank Byrne
 


“
  
 37 Ascal-a-hAon


Darren Bohill & 






Emma Byrne



“

54 Windmill Road


Mary B. Simpson


“

358 Ballsgrove


Patrick Moroney


“

344 Ballsgrove


Marie Sarsfield


“  

147 Ballsgrove


Elizabeth McPhillips


“

88 Marian Park


Adrian McDonnell


“

.
197/11
Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008 (as amended 2011)
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008 (as amended 2011) attached to the Agenda were adopted.

198/11

Taking in Charge of the Sycamores, Greenhills, Drogheda.
The Members gave approval to the process of taking in charge of the Sycamores, Greenhills, Drogheda to commence.
.

199/11
Local Authority Housing - Window and Door replacements 2011 
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, circulated the attached report on window and door replacements 2011 and responded to queries raised by the Members.
200/11
Drogheda and Northern Environs Core Strategy - Manager’s Report on Public Consultation.
The Members approved the Manager’s report on public consultation on the Drogheda and Northern Environs Core Strategy as circulated with the Agenda.    Councillor K. O’Heiligh pointed out that he did not accept it.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, indicated that the matter will be brought before Louth County Council for approval.

201/11
Approval of Sports Grants Applications 
The Members approved the Sports Grants recommendation as per report attached to the Agenda.
202/11
Members Community Grants Scheme
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   The Members also approved the following allocations submitted by Councillor L. Bell Woods were inadvertently omitted from the list circulated with the Agenda:
Cherrybrook Drive Residents Committee - €100

Drogheda North Sports Community Development - €150

Approval was also given to Councillor M. O’Dowd’s request to allocate the sum of €150 to the Rotary Club.

203/11
Forthcoming Conferences.
There were no nominations to attend Conferences. 
204/11
Notice of Motion- Councillor D. Wilton
Could this Council investigate the water pressure in the area of College Rise , Mountsandford , Harmony Heights , Westcourt , The Priory , Bridge View , Newtown Meadows , Beaulieu View . The pressure in most of this area is at a very low pressure for weeks and then become somewhat normal at varied times, 

Reply: The Council has no record of specific complaints in respect of low pressure in this area in the recent past. However this area, which is located at the extremity of the Borough Council water network has experienced pressure problems in the past, mainly due to its elevation relative to Rosehall Reservoir. Plans are currently being progressed by the Water Department of the County Council to upgrade a section of trunk watermain along the North Quay to enable the delivery of water at higher pressure from Staleen into this area. In the interim the Council is monitoring the pressure at the higher points in these estates and will compare these results with historic data. If specific problems are identified the Council will take any measures it can to configure the network valves in order to improve pressure.    

The Members noted the Motion
205/11
Notice of Motion- Councillor M. O’Dowd.
This Council immediately reviews the pedestrian crossings on Lawrence Street and Shop Street with a view to relocating them at least one car length further from the Tholsel intersection.  

Reply: The Council will review the operation of this junction both from a pedestrian and traffic flow perspective. The safety of vulnerable road users including pedestrians will be a key consideration in any evaluation. As this is a key junction within the town it is expected that the operation of this junction will be on the agenda for the proposed Traffic Management Taskforce.

The Members noted the motion

It was agreed to take the following motions in the name of Councillor P. Bell and 
Councillor F. Maher together:

206/11

Notice of Motion- Councillor P. Bell

In the interests of public safety I call on this Council to make provision for the urgent installation of traffic control systems at the junction of Roschoill, Boyne Valley Hotel and N1 Dublin Road.

Reply: Drogheda Borough Council has applied to the Department for funding under the Low Cost Safety Improvement Scheme 2012 to provide for traffic safety improvements at this junction including the installation of traffic signals. Subject to appropriation of adequate funding works will be undertaken as part of the Roadworks Programme 2012.
207/11

Notice of Motion- Councillor F. Maher

'The Members of Drogheda Borough Council express their anger at the failure of the NRA to provide funding for safety measures at the junction of Dublin Road serving Boyne Valley Hotel, and the estates of Castlewood, Roschoill and Woodview. They further demand that funding for these vital safety measures be provided by the NRA in its budget for next year.'

Reply:  Drogheda Borough Council has applied to the Department for funding under the Low Cost Safety Improvement Scheme 2012 to provide for traffic safety improvements at this junction including the installation of traffic signals. Subject to appropriation of adequate funding works will be undertaken as part of the Roadworks Programme 2012
The Members noted the Motion.

208//11

Notice of Motion - Councillor F. Gallagher
In recognition of the endeavours of the late Fr. Kevin Connolly in developing and establishing the original Lourdes Stadium, I call on Drogheda Borough Council to officially re-name the renovated facility 'The Kevin Connolly Lourdes Stadium'. 
Reply:   This is a matter for the Members.

.

It was agreed to call the Lourdes Stadium - The Fr. Kevin Connolly Lourdes Stadium - subject to consultation with the family of the late Fr. Connolly.
209/11

Notice of Motion - Councillor L. Bell Woods

That the Borough Council in the interest of safety have a look at the problem on the North Strand in relation to the traffic increase caused by the one way system  that was put to place in the Chord Road.  Much of this Traffic is heavy vehicles and are not taken notice of the 50km speed limit.

The Council gave a commitment for a Parking Bay to be put in place, this has not happened to date could you tell me when this is likely to happen. Due to the yellow line outside the resident’s homes they are restricted to where they can park.

Reply: The Council will consult with the Gardai on the need for speed checks on North Strand. Chord Road never had a significant percentage of Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV) as its geometry especially when it had two-way traffic made it difficult for larger vehicles to manoeuvre. The North Strand has always been the preferred option for HGV traffic as it is on the direct route between the Quays in Drogheda and the Port at Tom Roe’s Point. 

The Council has received a number of requests to provide parking bays in front of houses to the west of the viaduct along North Strand. The footpath is not sufficiently wide in this area to accommodate a parking bay without it encroaching onto the roadway. The provision of a parking bay which partially encroaches onto the carriageway of the road is not considered acceptable at this location for reasons of traffic safety.             

The Members noted the motion.
210/11

Notice of Motion - Councillor K. O’Heiligh.

That Drogheda Borough Council as a matter of urgency commence works to deal with the flooding at the Cross Lanes. There is a persistent and ongoing ponding issue between the north facing gateway to united park and the traffic lights.  On a normal wet day much of this section of road is covered in water.  Since HSE located a Hospital car park on the Cross Lanes the footpaths at this location have experienced a huge increase in the volume of pedestrian usage.    

Reply: Maintenance work has been carried out on the drainage system here. The area will be monitored to ensure the road gullies remain free of debris.

The Members noted the motion.

211/11

Notice of Motion - Councillor M. Coogan.

I am calling on the Drogheda Borough Council to implement road safety measures in Tredagh View, Tredagh Close and the Green as agreed by the Council and the Residents Committee i.e safety signs and road markings.

Reply: New STOP signs and road markings, as agreed with the Gardai will be provided at Tredagh View and Tredagh Close and at the junction with Marley's Lane. Works will be progressed as part of our current roadwork’s programme.
The Members noted the Motion.
212/11
Notice of Motion - Councillor R. Culhane.

Will Drogheda Borough Council seek to communicate with H. T. Meagher O Reilly Dublin Commercial Estate Agents 21-22 Upper Pembrooke St Dublin 2, who has been tasked with locating a 100000 Sq Metre premises outside of Dublin City, for an anonymous  U.S. based company who are planning to set up a Call Centre that will employ up to 1000  in Ireland.
 

Given the strategic location of Drogheda and its infrastructure, along with its educated workforce, this is an opportunity to attract inward direct investment to our town.

Reply: This matter will be investigated.
Following a discussion and on the proposal of Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan it was agreed to invite a representative from the IDA to a meeting of the Council.
213/11
Notice of Motion - Councillor I. Munster

Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to facilitate a meeting between the leaseholders of Drogheda Boxing Club at Moneymore and both Tredagh Amateur Boxing Club and Moneymore FC in an effort to maximize usage of the club  for sporting groups within the community.

Reply:  The Boxing Club at Moneymore is in the ownership of the Drogheda Boxing Club by way of 99 year Lease from Drogheda Borough Council. As per the Lease the premises cannot be used for any other purpose than as a Boxing Club. The usage of the club is the responsibility of the Drogheda Boxing Club. 

Following a discussion on the Motion the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan indicated that he would meet with the parties involved with a view to having the matter resolved.

214/11

Budget Meeting

The Members were informed that the Budget Meeting will take place on Monday 19th December, 2011 at 7 p.m.
215/11

Drogheda Borough Council Arts Act Grants - 2nd Round 2011.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher approval was given to the payment of Arts Act Grants - 2nd Round 2011 as per attached list.

216/11

Any Other Business.

The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan informed the meeting that following a recent meeting with Dennis Donohue the Mayor of Salinas, California that he along with the President of the Chamber of Commerce and a delegation  will travel on a trade mission to Silicon Valley on 10th November for 3 days.
Councillor F. Gallagher proposed that a letter of good wishes be sent to Mrs. Gallagher, Moneymore, on winning the lotto.

The Meeting concluded.

                                                      __________________________________________

                                                                                       MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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