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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 9th May, 2011, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell



Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods,  M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton
OFFICIALS:



Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

Apologies from Councillor K. Callan and Mr. C. Murray, County Manager.

92/11
Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4th April,  2011, were adopted.
93/11
Matters arising from Minutes.
There were no matters raised.

94/11

Election of Deputy Mayor (Section 38 of the Local Government, Act, 2001)
On the proposal of The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members approved the election of Councillor Linda Bell Woods as Deputy Mayor.
95/11

Presentation by Transition Year Students from Greenhills College.
The attached presentation was given by Ms. Emma Barry and Ms. Orla Gaynor Transition Year Students from Greenhills College.  The girls responded to queries by the Members.    The Mayor and Members thanked the girls for their presentation..
96/11
No. 3 Horse Lane, Drogheda.
The attached report from Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk was circulated to the Members.   A discussion took place and the Mayor informed the Members that further meetings will take place in the coming weeks with Drogheda River Rescue and Irish Coastguard from the Dublin Office.
9711

Proposed Housing Allocation Scheme under Section of 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009.
The proposed Housing Allocation Scheme under Section 22 (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009 was circulated to the Members.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, responded to queries by the Members and stated that the Scheme will be on the Agenda for the June Meeting for adoption.  Councillor Michael O’Dowd requested that a copy of the Scheme and application form be forwarded to the Ombudsman for Children. 
98/11

Drogheda Borough Council Capital Programme 2011.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of  Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that it was indicated at the April Council Meeting that financial support would be given to the Enterprise Centre.   Following a discussion the Members approved the allocation of €70,000 to the Enterprise Centre.   This amount to be deducted from the budget for the refurbishment of the Tholsel.   It was also agreed that the Council would revisit consideration of allocations for 2012 and 2013 at the next Budget Meeting.
It was agreed that a brief on procurement of services by the Council would be prepared for the next Meeting of the Council.
99/11
Approval of Arts Grants
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd, the members approved the payment of the Arts Grants as circulated with Agenda.

100/11
Traffic Calming Scheme at Marsh Road, Drogheda.
The Members approved the traffic calming scheme at Marsh, Road, Drogheda, as circulated with the Agenda.
101/11
Draft Protocol governing the awarding of Members Community Grants Scheme
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that the Draft Protocol, governing the awarding of Members Community Grants Scheme had been before the Protocol Committee.   The Members adopted the scheme. 
102/11
Disposal of various properties (Section 183) Notice circulated on 19th April, 2011.
On the proposal of  Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the members approved the disposal of the fee simples of various properties in accordance with Section 26 of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) ((No. 2) Act, 1978.
103/11

Disposal of property at 20 Pitcher Hill, Drogheda.
(Section 183 Notice circulated on 27th April, 2011.
The Members approved the disposal of the fee simple interest in premises No. 20 Pitcher Hill, Drogheda, to Mr. Michael and Patricia O’Neill for the sum of €4,000 plus costs and expenses.
104/11
To note date for Fire Services Ceremony on 15th May, 2011.
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, informed the meeting that a tree planting ceremony will take place at Drogheda Fire Station on Sunday 15th May, 2011, at 12 noon followed by Mass at 1.15 p.m. in the Augustinian Church, Shop Street to mark the 70th anniversary of the Belfast Blitz  
105/11

To fix date for June Council Meeting.
It was agreed that the June Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 13th June, 2011.
106/11

To fix date for Mayoral Election Meeting
It was agreed that the Mayoral Election Meeting will be held on Monday, 20th June, 2011
107/11
Forthcoming Conferences
Approval was given to the attendance of Councillor A. Donohoe at Professional Development for Councillors Conference - A guide to getting the right work done - from 20th to 22nd May, 2011, in Kilmurray Lodge Hotel, Dublin Road, Castletroy, Limerick
108//11

Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late May Reynolds, Mornington, Co. Meath  - Mother of Martin Reynolds former staff member with Drogheda Borough Council.
The family of the late Breffni Kilmurray, Newfield, Drogheda.
The family of the late Johnny Kelly, Marian Park, Drogheda.
109/11
Retirement of Mr. Jackie Black, Caretaker, Drogheda Borough Council.

The Mayor and Members extended best wishes to Jackie Black on his retirement as Caretaker with Drogheda Borough Council.
110/11
Monthly Progress Reports

The monthly progress reports were noted by the Members.
111/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton (Adjourned from April Meeting).

“That this Council investigates how many speed ramps and what costs would be needed for the Maple Drive Housing Estate, as the residents of Maple Drive are fearful of speeding traffic and concerns for the safety of their children are a top priority”.

Reply: The Council will investigate if traffic calming measures are warranted in Maple Drive. Should traffic calming measures be warranted a scheme will be prepared and a cost estimate obtained.  

The motion was noted by the Members

112/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan (Adjourned from April Meeting).
Will this council provide the elected members with a briefing on the process involved in the possible establishment of a BIDS (Business Improvement District Scheme) for the town pursuant to the Local Government (Business Improvements Districts) Act 2006.
 
Such a scheme, already in operation in the town of Dundalk is located in the main square of the town and is understood to be making considerable progress with issues of concern to the existing business community and in respect of new business generation with cooperation between many different organisations including Louth County Council, Dundalk Town Council and Dundalk Chamber of Commerce.  
Will this Council also request a presentation for the elected members of Drogheda Borough Council from the designated Dundalk town centre commercial manager currently operating under the BIDS scheme to discuss the Dundalk Town Scheme.
 
Will this Council also consider the promotion of the Business Incentive Scheme enacted by Louth Local Authorities in 2011. Can the Council clarify if the scheme can be promoted on the Louth Local Authorities Business Unit section of the councils website and through the print media.
Reply: The Town Clerk will deliver a verbal report at the Meeting.
Councillor K. Callan requested that this motion be adjourned to the next Meeting of the Council.

113/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster.

“Drogheda Borough Council believes that the Universal Social Charge is an unjust and regressive tax, bearing down most heavily on those least able to afford it.
 

The Universal Social Charge affects people earning as little as 77 euro per week.
The Universal Social Charge is indiscriminate and affects someone earning 100,000 at the same rate as someone earning 16,016 euro.   Low income workers, including medical card holders, working lone parents and working widows, who were exempt from the health and income levies which the Universal Social Charge replaced, are no longer exempt.   Coupled with the changes to tax credits and bands introduced in Budget 2011, the Universal Service Charge has increased the burden of taxation on the working poor.    And Drogheda Borough Council calls for the abolition of this Universal Social Charge. 

Reply: This is a matter for the Members 

Following a discussion on the motion and on the proposal of Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd the following amendment was put forward
“That the Council welcome a review of the universal service charge”
The voting was as follows

For the amendment
Councillors R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, L. Bell Woods, M. O’Dowd      = 5

Against the amendment

The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, Councillors M. Coogan, F. Gallagher,

I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh                                                                                          = 5
As there was an equality of votes, on the casting vote of the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, the amendment was defeated.

The Meeting was adjourned.

                                                           ____________________________________







MAYOR. 
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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