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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 13th June, 2011.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell



Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, D. Wilton
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer






Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Management Accountant






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

Apologies from Councillor K. O’Heiligh.

114/11
Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 9th May,  2011, were adopted.
115/11.
Matters arising from Minutes.
Councillor F. Maher acknowledged the re-opening of Poorhouse Lane to traffic.
Councillor M. O’Dowd indicated that item No. 16 - Notice of Motion in his name had been dealt with at Council Meeting on 9th May, 2011.

116/11

2010 Drogheda Borough Council Annual Financial Statement.
Ms. Roisin McAuley, Financial Accountant presented the 2010 Drogheda Borough Council Annual Financial Statement.    Following a discussion on pay parking Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated she would look at outlining on the back of the pay parking disc, where the revenue generated  from pay parking, is allocated to.   

The Members approved the 2010 Drogheda Borough Council Annual Financial Statement as circulated.
117/11

Housing Allocation Scheme under Section 22 Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009 for adoption.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members adopted the Housing Allocation Scheme under Section  22 Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009
118/11
Moneymore - Build to Lease 25 housing units.
The Members noted the report from Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk as circulated with the Agenda
119/11
Public Tender Procurement Process

Following a discussion on the report on Public Tender Procurement Process as circulated with the Agenda, Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, indicated that he would request the Business Support Unit to organise a seminar for local contractors on the tendering process.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the members that a report on tendering could be prepared if the members forwarded their queries.
120/11
Update on 3 Horse Lane.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Meeting that a solution had been reached between the Drogheda River Recue and the Irish Coastguard.   No. 3 Horse Lane will be divided in two with each service having their own entrance.   Drogheda Borough Council will go to tender in the next two weeks for the works.  A legal agreement will be put in place and will be brought before the Council for approval.   She indicated that both parties are happy with the arrangement.    The Members expressed satisfaction that the matter had reached a conclusion. 

121/11.
Update on Poorhouse Lane.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer informed the Members that the works on Poorhouse Lane had been completed today.  The Members welcomed the reopening of Poorhouse Lane.  
122/11

Members Community Grants Scheme 
The Members approved the payment of allocations under the Members Community Grants Scheme as per report circulated with Agenda.
123/11
Discussion on Draft Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008 (as amended 2010).   Council discussion of 7th February, 2011 
The Members noted the report prepared by Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, on the Draft Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008 (as amended 2010) and agreed that they go on public display for public consultation.   
124/11
Civic Reception for Entente Florale Judging Panel. 
Ms. J. Martin, Direoctr of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that the works are progressing for the Entente Florale competition and the judging will take place on 29th July, 2011.   She informed the meeting that there will be gala dinner for the judges on the 29th.   The Members agreed to host a Civic Reception for the Judges in the Tholsel on the 29th July, 2011
125/11
To nominate 2 Members to sit on the Memorandum of Understanding Committee between Newry & Mourne District Council & Louth Local Authorities
On the proposal of Councillor R. Culhane and seconded by Councillor K. Callan the Members approved the appointment of Councillor F. Maher to sit on the Memorandum of Understanding Committee between Newry and Mourne District Council and Louth Local Authorities.
On the proposal of Councillor I. Munster and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton the Members approved the appointment of Councillor M. Coogan to sit on the Memorandum of Understanding Committee between Newry and Mourne District Council and Louth Local Authorities. 
126/11

Forthcoming Conferences
Approval was given to the attendance of Councillor A. Donohoe at the Byrne Perry Summer School, in Gorey, Co. Wexford from 24th to 26th June, 2011.   Councillor R. Culhane submitted details of a conference on John Boyle O’Reilly on 18th June, 2011, in the Westcourt Hotel, Drogheda.   Approval was given to the attendance of Councillor R. Culhane and 
Councillor M. O’Dowd to attend this Conference. 
127//11

Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Michael Bell, Newfield, Drogheda - Father of Councillor L. Bell Woods and former T.D. and Member of Drogheda Borough Council 
The family of the late Brian Lenihan, T.D and former Minister for Finance
The family of the late Garrett Fitzgerald, former Taoiseach.
The family of the late Dylan Kerr, Glenview, Drogheda
128/11
Monthly Progress Reports

Councillor F. Gallagher complimented the staff on the cleanup carried out at the Glen.
Councillor D. Wilton requested that the potholes at Glenmore Drive be repaired and Yield Right of Way Signs be erected in Yellowbatter.

Councillor M. Coogan requested road markings at Ballsgrove Shops and walkway at Yellowbatter be renewed.

129/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan (adjourned from April/May Meeting).
Will this council provide the elected members with a briefing on the process involved in the possible establishment of a BIDS (Business Improvement District Scheme) for the town pursuant to the Local Government (Business Improvements Districts) Act 2006.
 
Such a scheme, already in operation in the town of Dundalk is located in the main square of the town and is understood to be making considerable progress with issues of concern to the existing business community and in respect of new business generation with cooperation between many different organisations including Louth County Council, Dundalk Town Council and Dundalk Chamber of Commerce.
 
Will this Council also request a presentation for the elected members of Drogheda Borough Council from the designated Dundalk town centre commercial manager currently operating under the BIDS scheme to discuss the Dundalk Town Scheme.
 
Will this Council also consider the promotion of the Business Incentive Scheme enacted by Louth Local Authorities in 2011. Can the Council clarify if the scheme can be promoted on the Louth Local Authorities Business Unit section of the Councils website and through the print media.
Reply: The Town Clerk will deliver a verbal report at the Meeting.   

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that BIDS could include all or part of the town.   It is an additional charge to the rates and may be ringfenced.   A proposal for BIDS has to be submitted to the Council by the Ratepayers for consideration.   She also indicated that Drogheda Borough Council has not received a proposal.   She informed the meeting that arrangements could be made to have someone from Dundalk address a meeting of the Council in relation to same.  

130/11.
Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell (Adjourned 
from May Meeting).
That this Council extinguish the right of way on McEvoys Lane, the pedestrian laneway linking the Rosevale Estate and Elmwood Estate for the purpose of eradicating anti social behaviour which is the cause of great distress for the residents of both estates.

Reply: McEvoy’s Lane which links Rosevale and Elmwood estates is 201 metres in length and is a public road. This road starts at the junction of the R152 Platin Road and continues on past the Borough boundary into County Meath. A section of this road from the Railway Bridge to the Borough boundary is currently un surfaced and is not open to vehicular traffic. This route is currently used by pedestrians to access the Platin Road from the surrounding housing estates.  It is intended that this roadway, will also service the housing development Avourwen which straddles the Borough/Meath boundary. Meath County Council has advised that following discussions with the developer, it is intended that the developer will upgrade the unsurfaced portion of this road to include cycle tracks- resurfacing and installation of public lighting in order to provide safer access for pedestrians and cyclists from Avourwen to the town of Drogheda. The upgrading works and the ensuing increased passive surveillance should mitigate anti social behaviour in this area. 
Extinguishment of the right of way will require the abandonment of a public road. For the reasons outlined above it is recommended that this Council does not seek to extinguish the public right of way and abandon the road. On the contrary it is recommended that the status of the roadway remain unaltered to enable the unmetalled section be upgraded to provide for safer use by pedestrians and cyclists from the Avoureen, Elmwood and Rosevale estates.
Reply: This is a matter for the Members 

Following a discussion Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated the matter would be investigated and proposals brought before the Council.

131/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher
This Council endorses the campaign to achieve city status for Drogheda and in furtherance of this matter resolves to formally petition government (through the Minister for the Environment & Local Government) to attain this objective.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members approved the Motion.
132/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan (Adjourned form May Meeting).

We are calling on this council to clarify as to whether a traffic survey has been conducted, on the Rathmullen road, in the vicinity of St Oliver’s Community College, Highlands, and Riverbank. If no such survey has taken place, we are calling on the council to do so as a priority following, numerous accidents on this stretch of road.

Given the numerous complaints from residents in the area, pertaining to excessive speeds, lack of road markings, signage & amber lights warning of school approach, we are calling on the council to address these concerns.

Can the council also clarify what measures may be taken to address both the excessive speed & insufficient signage in the vicinity of St Oliver’s Community College.

Reply: The Borough Council made a submission to the Department for funding in 2011 in respect of low cost safety improvement works at the junction of Rathmullen Road and Marley's Lane which would have had a traffic calming effect. No funds were allocated by the Department for the proposed scheme. 
 

Notwithstanding, further to requests received from residents of Highlands and Riverbank for a pedestrian crossing facility, Drogheda Borough Council propose to introduce a controlled pedestrian crossing at Rathmullen Road in the vicinity of the housing estates, subject to a 50% funding contribution from Meath County Council. Contract documents are being prepared in this regard.
The motion was noted by the Members.
133/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster

Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to carry out a full review of traffic light sequences at major junctions across the town.  At many junctions the sequencing of lights seems to hinder traffic and cause further build up rather than ensuring the smooth flow of traffic.  Requesting a full completed  report on same to be presented at the next meeting of Drogheda Borough Council.
Reply: The sequencing of traffic lights in the town is monitored on a regular basis and adjustments are made as necessary. For example adjustments were made recently to the Crosslanes junction lights and to the Scotch Hall lights.

The Roads’s section is currently undertaking a study of traffic issues in the town. The operation of the traffic lights is a key element of this study. In this regard research will be carried out on the feasibility of linking a number of the lights and in investing in more ‘intelligent’ software to allow the junctions operate more efficiently. It is expected that this report will take two to three months to complete and it will be brought to the Council then.     
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that a report would be brought to the Council as soon as possible.

The meeting concluded.

                                                           ____________________________________

                                                                                  MAYOR. 
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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