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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 4th July, 2011.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R.   Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

136/11
Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 13th June, 2011, and Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 20th June, 2011, were adopted.
137/11.
Matters arising from Minutes.
Councillor M. Coogan referred to Minute No. 132/11 and enquired if there was a report available.   Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, gave an update on the current position.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Minute No. 117/11 in relation to a review of the Housing Allocation Scheme under Section 22 Housing (Miscellaneous (Provisions) Act, 200.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, indicated that if a review was carried out it would be brought before the Council.
Councillor P. Bell referred to Minute no. 124/11 and indicated that it is not a Civic Reception that will be hosted for the Entente Florale Judging Panel but an official reception.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk confirmed same.

Councillor I. Munster asked if a date for the seminar for Contractors on the tendering process had been arranged.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that arrangements were being made to have the seminar held in September.

Councillor F. Gallagher referred to Minute No. 131/11 and enquired if any contact had been made with the City Status Group.    The Mayor Councillor K. Callan indicated that arrangements are being made for the Group to meet with the Mayor and the matter will come back to Council in due course. 

138/11

Update on Lourdes Stadium.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the Council that tenders had been received and are being processed.   It is hoped that the award of the contract will be made shortly.
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan asked about the current position in relation to the Coca Cola Social Club,    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that a Management Committee had been set up and contact had been made with various groups wishing to use the facility.   The lease is currently being prepared by Coca Cola.
139/11
Capital Programme 2011 - 2013 - Revision for approval
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan the members approved the revised Capital Programme 2011 - 2013.
140/11
To consider report on Part 8 (Planning and Development Regulations) - New two storey school with associated site development works including car parking and access roads, as part of an overall school campus development at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the members approved the report circulated with Agenda on Part 8 (Planning and Development Regulations) - New two storey school with associated site development works including car parking and access roads, as part of an overall school campus development at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda.
At this juncture the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan acknowledged the presence of the Cherrybrook Drive Residents.

141/11.
Parking Control (Pay Parking) Bye-Laws 2003 (as amended) 2010.
The Parking Control (Pay Parking) Bye-Laws 2003 (as amended) 2010 circulated with the Agenda were adopted.  
142/11

Members Community Grants Scheme
Councillor P. Bell sought clarification on the position in relation to requirement for a tax number for groups.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that the new Revenue Regulations required a tax reference number in respect of each community group/organisation.   She indicated she would forward details of the requirements of the Revenue Commissioners to the Council.    
On the proposal of the Mayor Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton it was agreed that the Scheme be discussed at the next Protocol Meeting.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor P Bell, approval was given to the payment of allocations as circulated with Agenda subject to tax number of groups/organisations being submitted.
143/11

Forthcoming Conferences
Approval was given to the attendance of Councillor M. O’Dowd at the Benedict Kiely Literary Weekend 2011 in Strule Arts Centre, Townhall Square, Omagh from 8th to 11th September, 2011 
144/11
Monthly Progress Reports

The monthly Progress Reports were noted.

.

145//11

Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Breda Craig, Barrack Lane, Drogheda.
The family of the late David Shelbourne, Yellowbatter, Drogheda.

The family of the late Frankie White, Glenview, Drogheda.

The family of the late Frank McNally, Marian Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Joe Dyas, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.

The family of the late Pat Kinsella, Donore Road, Drogheda.

The family of the late Paddy Gallagher, Brookville, Drogheda, former Rent Collector with Drogheda Borough Council.

146/11
Notice of Motion – P. Bell Adjourned from May & June Meetings).
That this Council extinguish the right of way on McEvoys Lane, the pedestrian laneway linking the Rosevale Estate and Elmwood Estate for the purpose of eradicating anti social behaviour which is the cause of great distress for the residents of both estates.

Reply: McEvoy’s Lane which links Rosevale and Elmwood estates is 201 metres in length and is a public road. This road starts at the junction of the R152 Platin Road and continues on past the Borough boundary into County Meath. A section of this road from the Railway Bridge to the Borough boundary is currently un surfaced and is not open to vehicular traffic. This route is currently used by pedestrians to access the Platin Road from the surrounding housing estates.  It is intended that this roadway, will also service the housing development Avourwen which straddles the Borough/Meath boundary. Meath County Council has advised that following discussions with the developer, it is intended that the developer will upgrade the unsurfaced portion of this road to include cycle tracks- resurfacing and installation of public lighting in order to provide safer access for pedestrians and cyclists from Avourwen to the town of Drogheda. The upgrading works and the ensuing increased passive surveillance should mitigate anti social behaviour in this area
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that a meeting had been held with the Residents and another meeting will be held at the end of July.
147/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor K. O’Heiligh
(Adjourned from May & June Meetings).

That this Council perseveres with their request for answers from the Toll operators and further that we seek to have the overcharge money set aside to be used to alleviate traffic issues in the Town.

Reply: A further meeting has been arranged with the Celtic Roads Group.

It was agreed that a letter should issue to Celtic Roads Group in relation to signage.

148/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher

‘That Drogheda Borough Council carry out remedial works to the 101 Steps and a major clean up of The Dale.’

Reply: Remedial work is required on the 101 steps to repair concrete that deteriorated during the severe weather of the last two winters. There is no provision in this year’s budget to carry out this work but a proposal will be prepared for consideration for next year’s programme. A clean up of the Dale will be carried out.
The Members supported the motion.
149/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.

That Drogheda Borough Council in the interests of pedestrian safety at Laurence Gate open a footpath between Francis Street and Palace Street until funding is secured for the road link.

Reply:  This road link is included in this year’s capital programme and it is expected that work will be carried out in the current year. Because of this the carrying out of interim works is not warranted.

The motion was noted by the Members.
150/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster.

Calling on this council to follow through on the commitment given at the June meeting by the county manager to set up a system whereby residents associations, football clubs and community groups can apply to avail of the grass cutting equipment such as ride-on mowers, industrial hand mowers and strimmers which are not being used and are locked away in the council yard.  Given that we are already well in to the grass cutting season, that this initiative be given priority and that the council advertise same so that all of the above groups and the local community can avail of the unused equipment by the end of July.
Reply: Following on from discussions at the June meeting an exercise was carried out to assess current demand for Council owned grass cutting equipment namely ride on mowers, hand mowers and strimmers. Currently the following equipment is under the control of the Parks section:

· 3 no. Ride on mowers

· 3 no. Push mowers

· 2 no. strimmers

The RAPID coordinator has advised that they need a push mower and a ride on mower for use by the Job Initiative workers in Drogheda. The Water Department which maintains the Staleen and Rosehall waterworks currently need a ride on mower, a push mower and a strimmer. The remaining ride on mower, push mower and strimmer will remain under the control of the Parks section for use in Drogheda. This equipment will also be available for use by the Council in Ardee.

It should also be noted that the Council is currently examining the feasibility of converting the ride on mowers for use in winter maintenance, gritting footpaths. It is likely that this will be piloted this winter with one machine and if successful may be rolled out further. For this reason the ride on mowers should remain in Council ownership.   

In summary there is no surplus grass cutting equipment that could currently be made available to residents associations, football clubs and community groups. 

The motion was noted by the Members
151/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.

Calling on this council to carry out a traffic survey on the stretch of road between “JOHN’S” Centra, Supermarket, Platin Road, and the Wolfe tones GAA Football Club, Duleek Road, which takes in a Housing  Development Avoureen.  The issue has arisen; following concerns raised by constituents, and should be considered in the interest of safety of both pedestrians and road users alike.

Reply:  The Avourwen housing development is located in County Meath. The Council is in ongoing discussions with Meath County Council on the connectivity of this development with Drogheda. The safety of all road users including pedestrians is a paramount consideration in arriving at a solution 

Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report would be brought to the Council for the September Meeting.
152/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor L. Bell Woods.

Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to replace the yield sign on the Patrick Street junction  to be replaced by a stop sign and also to paint a stop sign on the road. Due to the high level of traffic going down Hardman's Gardens a number of accidents has happened at this point.

Reply: The Council will examine this junction to determine if the yield sign should be changed to a stop sign. Before arriving at a decision the Council will consult with the Gardai and will have regard to any accident data for the locus. 

The motion was noted by the Members.

153/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher.

This Council calls on Bus Eireann and Iarnrod Eireann to agree to put in place a linking bus shuttle from outlying residential areas of the town to the Drogheda railway station, particularly at peak rush hours, in an effort to alleviate the town’s very serious traffic and parking difficulties.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.

The Members supported the motion and it was agreed that a letter be issued to Bus Eireann and Iarnrod Eireann.
154/11

Any other business
It was agreed that a Special Meeting would be held on Monday 11th July, 2011, at 6.00 p.m. to discuss the Pre Draft Drogheda and Northern Environs Core Strategy.
The meeting concluded.

                                                           ____________________________________

                                                                                  MAYOR. 
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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