[image: image1.jpg]





Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 10th January, 2010 at 7.00pm

In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell



Councillors:  
K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

.
1/11
Confirmation of Minutes. 

On the proposal of Councillor K.Callan seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th December, 2010 and the Minutes of the Annual Budget Meeting held on 21st December, 2010, were adopted.
2/11
Matters arising from Minutes.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked when the Meeting with the NRA in relation to the MI tolls would be held.   Following a discussion on who should attend the following was agreed:
On the proposal of The Mayor Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher it was agreed that  Councillor K. O’ Heiligh should attend.

On the proposed by Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan it was agreed that Councillor I. Munster attend
On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane it was agreed that Councillor K. Callan attend

On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane it was agreed by the Council that The Mayor Councillor P. Bell attend.

It was agreed that the meeting should take place on 18th January, 2011.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked about the position in relation to Question on December Agenda re Council lands which are adjacent to or within a 5 minutes drive of the borough boundary.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer that details on same would be looked at. 

Councillor G. Nash asked when the report on playing pitches in the town would be available. 

Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, indicated that a new policy on municipal playing pitches had been included in the Draft Development Plan.
3/11
Regional Homelessness Action Plan
           On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the Regional Homelessness Action Plan was adopted.
4/11

Approval to advance a loan of up to €128,548.50 to North & East Housing Association, for the provision of accommodation at Apt. 1, Block 7, Woodford, Wheaton Hall, Dublin Road, Drogheda, Co. Louth under the Capital Assistance Scheme.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher, approval was given to advance a loan of up to €128,548.50 to North & East Housing Association for the provision of accommodation at Apt. 1, Block 7, Woodford,Wheaton Hall, Dublin Road, Drogheda, Co. Louth under the Capital Assistance Scheme.
5/11

To consider Report and Submissions received in response to Part 8 – (Planning and Development Regulations) – Lourdes Stadium, Drogheda.
The attached report was circulated to the Members and approved by the Members
6/11
Forthcoming Conferences

No nominations were received.

7/11

Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
The family of the late Aidan Walsh, Highfield, Drogheda
The family of the late Alice Harrison, Highfield, Drogheda
The family of the late Paddy Murray, Francis Street, Drogheda.

The family of the late Ann Delaney, Mill Road, Mornington, Drogheda.

The family of the late Kitty Kierans, Weirhope, Marsh Road, Drogheda.

The family of the late Paddy O’Keeffe, Marian Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Stephen Kirwan, Marian Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Brid Sheerin, Mary Street, Drogheda, former staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Joe Murphy, Boyle O’Reilly Terrace, Drogheda, former staff member of Drogheda. Borough Council.
The family of the late Damien O’Neill, retired Engineer from Louth County Council and father of 
Mark O’Neill, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.
8/11

Monthly Progress Reports

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that Poorhouse Lane had re-opened.

Councillor D. Wilton raised the issue of the amount of potholes throughout the town following the recent inclement weather.

Councillor D. Wilton raised the issue of litter on the Boyne Walk.

Councillor F. Gallagher raised the issue of water leaking from the Bridge of Peace.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that the matter is being investigated. 

The Mayor, Councillor  P. Bell informed the meeting that Drogheda had come in the top five of the IBAL league and congratulated all staff involved.

Councillor G. Nash acknowledged the work of all staff involved in the works in the recent weeks due to the inclement weather.

Councillor F. Maher enquired when the lights at Plattin Road would be switched on.   

Councillor F. Maher enquired when the markings for the Bus Bay at Plattin Road would be completed.

The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, Councillor I. Munster, Councillor R. Culhane, raised the issue of potholes on the Dublin Road would be repaired.

Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, indicated that an assessment of all the roads would have to be carried out.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh enquired about the possibility of having quads to clear the footpaths of the snow.   

Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that Drogheda Borough Council did not have any quads, but the issue of hiring same from Contractors could be investigated. 
Councillor K. O’Heiligh enquired if a survey could be carried out on the condition of stone walls in the town.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh indicated that the traffic lights at Patrick Street were causing traffic jams on the North Road and could the matter be investigated.

Councillor M. O’Dowd enquired when the report on the junction of Peter Street/West Street would be available.

Councillor M. O’Dowd raised the issue of signage for Laurence Gate at the bottom of Thomas Street.

9/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan (adjourned from December Meeting)
Will this Council consider the formation of a Traffic Management Task Force to deal with the serious issue of traffic congestion in Drogheda. 

Will this Council also recognise the results of the recent Tom Tom Satellite Navigation group survey which shows Drogheda to be Irelands most congested town and the sixth worst traffic congested location in Ireland. The results of the research was based on real travel times database, compiled over years of researching and tracking road speeds with the help of millions of satellite navigation users worldwide. Travel information is sent anonymously to the above mentioned organisation every day when its users connect their device to the groups system. The result is realistic travel time information for every five minutes, every day of the week.

In this survey cities and towns are ranked according to how fast cars can travel on the street network. A city’s traffic is defined as congested if drivers can travel at only 70% or less of the posted speed limit, meaning that an hour-long commute would include 20 minutes or more of significant delays. 

The percentages refer to the percentage of main roads (4 highest road classes) that experienced congestion as defined above during a day.

The full list of the most congested Irish cities and towns is: 

NAME
  Percentage of congested roads

Galway
  
37.1%

Dublin
  

28.6%

Limerick
  
28.3%

Cork
    

27.5%

 Waterford
   
19.7%

Drogheda
   
16.6%

Navan
    

8.2%

Castlebar
   
4.8%

Killarney
   
3.6%

Kildare
   
1.4%

Donegal
   
0.4%

Ennis
  
 
0.02%

From these figures, will Drogheda Borough Council form a task force comprising the relevant groups and organisations to attempt to improve the issue of traffic congestion? 

Reply: The formation of a Traffic Management Task Force is a matter for the members to consider. However careful consideration would need to be given to drawing up the terms of reference for any such Task Force. The Drogheda Transportation Study Report 2005 in broad terms addresses the following transportation aspects within Drogheda town and Environs.

· The Traffic Route Network

· Needs of Pedestrians and Cyclists

· Parking Requirements

· General Transportation and Other Needs.

The Tom Tom survey addresses only one aspect of traffic management, namely how fast cars can travel on the street network. I would consider that any Traffic Management Task Force should focus on the wider traffic management issues as set out in the Drogheda Transportation Study 2005.     

The motion was supported by the Members.

10/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash (adjourned from December Meeting)

Drogheda Borough Council calls on the government, in the context of efforts to liberalise the    Irish postal market, to recognise the unique and vital role of the postal service in Ireland as a means of communication, as a vital economic tool and as an intrinsic part of the fabric of the community. It is essential that the government acknowledges this important public service, ensures that the Universal Service Obligation is protected by legislation and does not allow the opening of the market to lead to wide spread job losses, social dumping and an erosion in service levels.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members
The motion was supported by the Members

11/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor  F. Maher (adjourned from December Meeting)

 
That Drogheda Borough Council includes resurfacing of upper Oldhill and Samson’s Lane in the Roads Programme for 2011.

Reply: These areas will be considered for inclusion in next years roads programme. However any works will be contingent on funding being made available. 

The motion was noted by the Members

12/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor R. Culhane (adjourned from December Meeting)

That Drogheda Borough Council address the situation pertaing at the junction of the Dublin Rd - Bryanstown cross route, whereby traffic travelling in a northerly direction on the Dublin Rd attempting to turn left onto the  Bryanstown Cross Route and availing of the filterlight at the junction cannot do so as there is no filterlane to cater for traffic. This is causing major traffic jams on the Dublin Rd during Rush Hours. Two clearly defined lanes at this junction would ease this problem.
Reply:
The provision of a filter lane as outlined, would improve traffic flow at this junction. The proposal will be examined in detail and a cost estimate will be prepared. The scheme will be considered for inclusion in next years road’s programme. However any works will depend on funding being made available
The motion was supported by the Members.   The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, asked that a report be prepared for the next meeting of the Council.

13/11
Notice of Motion –  Councillor M. O’Dowd (adjourned from December Meeting)
This Council requests an update at an early opportunity on the continuing points of discussion between DBC and the Drogheda Port Company with specific emphasis on 
the Parking on the North Strand and Donors Green. 

Reply:
 The Council is awaiting further clarification in relation to this matter. An update will be prepared for the members once this has been received.   

The motion was supported by the Members.

14/11

Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell (adjourned from December Meeting).

"That this Council take immediate action to protect a listed building known locally as the "Thatch Pub" Donore Road from falling into a state of disrepair and dereliction".

Reply: The Council will review the Planning Enforcement file to determine what further action is required.

The motion was supported by the Members.
15/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster (adjourned from December Meeting).

Calling on this Council  to allow 2 hour free parking on West Street and town centre car parks from 9am to 11am Monday to Friday.This measure would encourage shoppers back in to our town centre. In particular it would aim to encourage the many parents who come in to drop children off at schools to avail of early morning free town centre parking thus generating much needed business for our town centre which has been hit badly in recent years.
Reply: The Council is reducing parking rates in the town centre for the Christmas period to encourage more shoppers. It is expected that the loss in revenue due to the reduced rate will be offset to some degree by increased usage. The proposal to provide free parking on West Street and the town centre car parks will lead to loss of revenue as no financial benefit will accrue from increased usage. For that reason reducing parking rates is preferable to free parking. Any proposal to change parking rates needs to be considered as part of an overall review of parking in the town and West Street and the town centre car parks should not be considered in isolation. A key consideration in any such review is the impact of any changes on the revenue collected. Any shortfall in revenue generated will have to be accounted for in the budget most likely by reducing expenditure.  
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that the draft budget had been adopted by the Members in December and if this motion was  passed it could not be implemented.   
A discussion took place on the potential cuts that would have to be made if the motion was carried.   Mr. C. Murray, County Manager indicated that he did not propose making any cuts to the budget as adopted by the Council.   

It was agreed that Councillor Munster would forward a map of the town centre where she proposed the free carparking would be provided so that a costing on the loss of revenue could be carried out.    It was also agreed that if the motion was carried that proposed cuts would also have to indentified.  

16/11

Conduct of Members

The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell indicated that he had concern  about certain comments that had been said in the Council Chamber at recent meetings.    He indicated that all Councillors had to work together for the benefit of the town and would request that all Members show respect for each other.   He also indicated that he tries to give everyone the same amount of time to speak.

The meeting was adjourned.
                                             _______________________________________

                                                                            MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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