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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 7th February, 2011, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell



Councillors:  
K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

Apologies from Councillor D. Wilton.

.
29/11
Confirmation of Minutes. 

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 10th January, 2011 and Special Meeting held on 24th January, 2011, were adopted.
30/11
Matters arising from Minutes.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked about the position in relation to a report on playing facilities. 
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that the matter would be dealt with under No. 8 on the Agenda.
Councillor I. Munster asked if the report on pay parking figures was available.    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that a report would be available for the March Meeting.
31/11.
Adoption of Draft Drogheda Borough Council Development Plan 2011 - 2017
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. Callan approval was given to the adoption of the Draft Drogheda Borough Council Development Plan 2011 - 2017.
32/11

Proposed Pay Parking at the Fair Green, Drogheda.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that draft byelaws are being prepared and will be going on public display. 
33/11

Report on Draft Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008 (as amended 2010).
A discussion took place on the report on the draft Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008 (as amended 2010), which was attached to the Agenda.    On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher seconded by Councillor F. Maher it was agreed that a decision on the adoption of the Bye-Laws would be deferred for one month
34/11
Drogheda nomination to represent Ireland in Entente Florale Competition for 2011.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that the Department has nominated Drogheda to enter the Entente Florale Competition for 2011.   The attached presentation was circulated to the Council.   The Members welcomed the nomination.
35/11

Proposed Twinning applications from Saint Mande.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that a group from Saint Mande proposed visiting Drogheda in the coming months to further the twinning with the two towns.
36/11

Memorandum of Understanding between Newry & Mourne District Council & Louth Local Authorities.

Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, informed the meeting that the official signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between Newry and Mourne District Council and Louth Local Authorities which had been approved by the Council at their November Meeting will take place in Brussells.   He informed the meeting that the Mayor had been invited to the official signing which would take place in March.
37/11
Implementation of Municipal Playing Fields Policy.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, submitted the attached report on the implementation of Municipal Playing Fields Policy.   Following a discussion Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that she would discuss the report with the Sports Partnership with a view to progressing the policy.
38/11
To receive presentation from Drogheda Enterprise Centre Ltd. at 
March Council Meeting.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh it was agreed to receive a deputation from Drogheda Enterprise Centre Ltd. at the March Council Meeting.
39/11
List of Forthcoming Conferences.
Approval was given for the attendance of Councillor R. Culhane at a training seminar on Employment Law and Insurance Issues from 4th to 6th March, 2011, in the Kingsvalley Hotel, Galway.
40/11
To note date for Halpin & Moran Commemoration - 90th Anniversary on Sunday 20th February, 2011.)
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, informed the meeting that a lecture will be held on 17th February on Halpin and Moran, details of same will be circulated to the Members. 
41/11

Condolences 
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late James O’ Mahoney, father of Pat O’Mahoney, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.
The family of the late  Pat O’Brien, Bettystown, Co. Meath.
.
42/11
Civic Reception
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher it was agreed to hold a Civic Reception for Boyne Rugby Club in recognition of achieving senior status in the League.    The Reception will be held in the Tholsel in early March. 
43/11

Monthly Progress Repot
Councillor K. O’Heiligh enquired when the ramp would be installed at the Tholsel.   
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer informed the meeting that work would commence in the next week to ten days.

44/11

Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell
"That this Council draft proposals for the landscaping and revamping of Ballsgrove Hill, which serves as the main pedestrian access point for residents of Ballsgrove, Rathmullan Park and St Finian's Park"

Reply: The Council will prepare a plan with a view to enhancing this area. It is recognised that Ballsgrove Hill is not only an important pedestrian route but is also an important amenity area given its prominent location overlooking the town. The carrying out of any works will however depend on funding being made available
The motion was noted by the Members.
45/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton
Will this Council carry out a traffic and pedestrian safety survey in the area from St Itas School down through Crushrod Avenue,Glen View and Pearse Park , keeping in mind 
that only one footpath is available for the public on most of this route and speeding traffic is a danger in this area, and through this survey findings let the people of this area know what this Council intend to do about this problem .
Reply: A traffic speed survey was carried out on Crushrod Avenue in the vicinity of St. Ita’s School in March/April 2009. An analysis of the results indicated that the traffic speed was below that required to warrant traffic calming measures. A footpath is provided along the southside of the road between Ballymakenny Road and junction with Pearse Park, the effective carriageway width is approximately 5.5m to 6m, it is not feasible to reduce the carriageway width to facilitate a footpath along the northside of the road at this location.
As Councillor D.Wilton was not present the motion was deferred to the March Meeting.
46/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.

“Calling on the Drogheda Borough Council to visit the site of the Watery Hill steps with view to cleaning up the area and to look at the lighting problem.   The area also has a problem with Anti-Social Behaviour.

Reply: Watery Hill Steps are cleaned regularly by DBC Cleansing section. There is an ongoing problem with people dumping rubbish onto private lands to the east of the steps. Last August the landowner and the Council collaborated in a major clean up of the area. The landowners have also agreed to erect a fence along their boundary to try and prevent further dumping. This fence will require planning permission. 

Drogheda Borough Council personnel have recently spoken to the landowner and they have agreed to again clean up their lands. They also advised that they intend to lodge a planning application for erecting the fence.  

The public lighting on the steps will be surveyed and a cost estimate prepared on works to upgrade same.   
Any Anti Social Behaviour in this area, which is a public area, should be reported to An Garda Siochana.
The Members supported the motion.

47/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.

That a full and comprehensive report be given to Members on the recent collapse of part of a wall at Poorhouse Lane which is the property of the HSE. The report should address the risk of any further collapse and how quickly the problem can be remedied to allow the road to be reopened permanently.  Also what contingency plans the Borough Council has if the road needs to be closed for a prolonged period as it is vital to traffic flow in the area.’

Reply:  A section of the boundary wall of St. Mary’s Hospital at Poorhouse Lane collapsed onto the road on or about 28th December 2010. This forced the closure of the road for a period, until interim works were carried out by the HSE. At the request of the Borough Council the HSE also gave an undertaking to carry out a detailed survey of the entire boundary wall. Meanwhile the wall continued to be monitored closely for any signs of further deterioration. On 18th of January 2011 deterioration was detected on a further section of wall and Drogheda Borough Council as a precaution took the decision to close Poorhouse Lane to vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

Carraig Consultants was appointed by the HSE to carry out a structural survey of the northern, southern and western boundary walls of St Mary’s hospital. The survey consisted of a visual and photographic survey together with a plumb survey of the western (Poorhouse Lane) boundary wall and primarily a visual survey of the northern and southern boundary walls. 

Western Boundary Wall: The western boundary wall (along Poorhouse Lane)is 275m long. It is described as a random rubble wall with height varying from 2.7m to 3.2m. The wall varies in thickness from approximately 1000mm wide at its base to approximately 750mm at 1m above road level. Measurements taken confirm that significant lateral movements of the wall have occurred since it was constructed. The report concludes that the largest contributing factors to the wall failure are likely to have been.

1)      The addition of spoil material behind the wall since its original construction

2)      The build up of hydrostatic pressure behind the wall. The report notes that while weep holes are clearly visible at intervals along the base of the wall, there does not appear to be an effective drainage layer alongside the rear face of the wall.

Frost heave associated with the very cold period of weather is likely to have compounded the problem.

Northern Boundary Wall:  This is a cut stone wall found to be in much better condition than the western boundary wall. The height of retained material behind the wall is much lower. The survey found that the joints are in good condition and there are no significant cracks or voids in the wall that would raise concerns about its stability.

Southern Boundary Wall : This wall is not acting as a retaining wall. The survey found it to be out of plumb. 

The report makes the following conclusions and recommendations:

        The western boundary wall is potentially unstable over a length of at least 110m. Two   remedial options are put forward.

        The Northern boundary wall appears to be in relatively good condition and based on a visual inspection there is no evidence that it is unstable.

        The southern boundary wall has a significant lean towards the hospital grounds adjacent to the entrance. This wall should be monitored regularly and remedial works undertaken if any increase in the extent of the lean is observed.

The HSE are currently assessing the remedial options and will revert to the Council with their preferred solution together with a timescale for completing same. Poorhouse Lane will remain closed until remedial works have been completed.

A diversion is in place for all vehicular traffic via Dublin Road (R132), Mary Street, Beymore Road, Blackbush Avenue and Cromwell's Lane. Pedestrians can continue to use the pedestrian walkway between Dublin Road and Cromwell's Lane. 

Councillor F. Maher asked for a timescale for completion of the works.   Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that it was expected that the works would be completed within 10 weeks.

48/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster

Calling on this Council to address the continuous problem of speeding on the Marsh Road. This issue has been raised on numerous occasions to no avail. What proposals and measures do this Council intend to implement in order to rectify this problem in the interests of road safety?

Reply: A traffic calming scheme to improve safety for vehicles exiting from Weirhope onto the R150 and slow traffic on the R150 at Marsh Road was submitted for inclusion in the Departmental Low Cost Safety Improvement Scheme in 2011. The scheme is subject to departmental funding. In the interim it is our intention to install an automated speed sign on Marsh Road to help reduce speed and improve traffic safety.
Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the Meeting that €50,000 had been allocated for traffic calming measures.
49/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher

In addition to the Council’s planned and budgeted 2011 Roads Programme, I call for a special Emergency Road and Footpath Repairs Programme to begin immediately, to deal with the alarming degeneration of road and footpath surfaces within the borough resulting from the recent severe weather spell.

Reply: The Borough Council is currently assessing the damage to roads in the Borough Council area caused by the recent extreme weather. This information will be used to prepare our annual road works programme. This will list roads and footpaths to be repaired this year and will be brought to the members once we receive confirmation of the 2011 grants from the Department.  

Some specific area needing urgent attention, such as Domnick's Street and a section of the Dublin Road have been repaired. The Roads section will continue to repair roads and footpaths, prioritising works of an emergency nature. Expenditure on roads is limited to that provided for in the budget. There is no funding available to carry out additional works as proposed by this motion. 

The motion was noted by the Members

The meeting concluded.

                                                           ____________________________________

                                                                                  MAYOR

Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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