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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 4th April, 2011, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell



Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

69/11
Drogheda River Rescue
At the commencement of the meeting Councillor F. Gallagher requested a suspension of Standing Orders to allow Drogheda River Rescue to address the Meeting.    The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell indicated that there are procedures for the reception of deputations.   He also indicated that Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk would make a statement in relation to the premises at Horse Lane.   Following a lengthy discussion it was agreed that the Drogheda River Rescue would be allowed to address the meeting after item 4 on the Agenda.
70/11
Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th March, 2011, were adopted.
71/11.
Matters arising from Minutes.
Councillor F. Gallagher asked when the road resurfacing at Avenue Three, Yellowbatter, would be carried out.   Councillor F. Maher enquired about repairs to the Donore Road Industrial Estate.  Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a Contractor had been appointed and that works at both locations would commence in the next 2/3 weeks.
72/11

To consider filling of the casual vacancy in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001 (as amended) arising from the election of Councillor Gerald Nash as TD for the Constituency of Louth. 

On the proposal of The Mayor, Councilor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Members approved the filling of the casual vacancy in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001 (as amended) arising from the election of Councillor Gerald Nash as TD for the Constituency of Louth by Linda Bell Woods.   Councillor Linda Bell Woods took her seat.   The Members congratulated her on her co-option.   Councillor Bell Woods thanked the Members for their good wishes.
73/11
To consider the filling of the following Committees arising from the cessation of membership of Councillor Gerald Nash.
Co. Louth VEC Committee
On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, the Members approved the filling of the vacancy on the County Louth VEC Committee by 
Councillor Linda Bell Woods.

Board of Droichead Arts Centre.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor M. O’Dowd that Councillor Linda Bell Woods fill the vacancy on the Board of Droichead Arts Centre.    Councillor Linda Bell Woods declined the nomination.    On the proposal of Councillor Linda Bell Woods, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the members approved the filling of the vacancy on the Board of Droichead Arts Centre by Councillor K. Callan.

Drogheda Borough Council Protocol Committee

On the proposal of Councillor F Gallagher seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the members approved the filling of the vacancy on the Drogheda Borough Council Protocol Committee by Councillor Linda Bell Woods
74/11

Drogheda River Rescue
The Mayor Councillor P. Bell invited Alan Floyd of Drogheda River Rescue to address the Meeting.    Mr. Floyd addressed the meeting in relation to the premises at Horse Lane.   Following his presentation Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk read the attached statement.    Following a discussion and on the proposal of the Mayor Councillor P. Bell  it was agreed by the Members that the Mayor would arrange a meeting with the Irish Coastguard and Drogheda River Rescue.   The Mayor indicated that he would issue a formal invitation to both groups in the coming days.
75/11

Presentation by Members of the Drogheda Enterprise Centre.
The attached presentation was given by Graham O’Rourke.   Following the presentation 

Graham O’Rourke, Eugene Kierans and Sean McEntee responded to queries raised by the Members.    Mr. C. Murray, County Manager indicated that he would support making a donation to the project and indicated that he would bring the Capital Programme back to the Members for consideration to see if funding could be found.   The Mayor thanked the Members of the Drogheda Enterprise Centre for the presentation. 
76/11
Minutes - for information - Housing Social and Community Strategic Policy Committee 11/3/2011)

The minutes of Housing Social and Community Strategic Policy Committee as circulated with Agenda were noted.
77/11
Approval to raise an additional loan of €415,970.00 to Foscadh Housing Association for the completion of the 65 units of accommodation at St. Laurences Park, Drogheda under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh left the meeting while this matter was being discussed.

On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. Callan, the Members approved an additional loan of €415,970.00 to Foscadh Housing Association for the completion of 65 units of accommodation at St. Laurences Park, Drogheda under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh returned to the Meeting.

78/11
New 2011 Fixed Term Tenant Purchase Scheme for Long Standing Tenants for adoption.
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the New 2011 Fixed Term Tenant Purchase Scheme for Long Standing Tenants as circulated with Agenda  was adopted. 
79/11
Approval of Amenity Grants 2011
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, approval was given to the payment of the Amenity Grants for 2011 as circulated with the Agenda.
80/11
Old Hill Traffic Calming
The Members approved the Scheme for traffic calming measures at Old Hill, Drogheda, as circulated with the Agenda.
81/11

Progress Report on Poorhouse Lane.
It was agreed that the following Notice of Motions would be taken in conjunction with report on Poorhouse Lane as circulated with the Agenda
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher

‘That representatives of the HSE and the appointed Contractor attend a special meeting of Drogheda Borough Council to answer the concerns of members regarding the ongoing closure of Poorhouse Lane and to commit to the re-opening of the road within the time agreed with the Council’s engineering section”
Reply:  This is a matter for the Members
Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell.

“That this Council having consulted with the HSE provide an up to date plan for the Elected Members of this Council for the urgent re-opening of Poorhouse Lane”

Reply: The Borough Council is engaged in ongoing discussions with the HSE in connection with their works on the hospital wall at Poorhouse Lane. An updated report on the progress of these works has been prepared by the Council for the April meeting.
Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, responded to queries raised by the Members.

81/11
Drogheda Borough Council Taking in Charge Policy 
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, approval was given to the Drogheda Borough Council Taking in Charge Policy as circulated with  the Agenda.

82/11
Disposal of plot of ground adjacent to No. 138 Rathmullan Park, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 21st March, 2011).
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher, approval was given to the disposal of plot of ground adjacent to No. 138 Rathmullan Park, Drogheda, to Francis and Patricia McLoughlin as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 21st March, 2011.
.
83/11
Civic Awards
The Mayor Councillor P. Bell informed the Members that the Civic Awards Ceremony will be held in The Tholsel, West Street, Drogheda, on Thursday, 14th April, 2011.
84/11

To fix date for May Council Meeting.
It was agreed that the May Council Meeting will be held on Monday, 9th March, 2011.
85/11

Forthcoming Conferences.
Approval was given to the attendance of Councillor Linda Bell Woods at the Mayday Conference on 6th and 7th May, 2011, in the Westcourt Hotel, West Street, Drogheda. 
86/11

Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late PSNI Constable Ronan Kerr, Beragh, Co.Tyrone
The family of the late Joe McGuirk, Cearnog Brugha, Drogheda.
The family of the late Peg Behan, Mary Street, Drogheda

The family of the late Jim Kennedy, Rathmullan Park, Drogheda

The family of the late Pat Judge, Westcourt, Drogheda

The family of the late Juanita Iverson, U.S.A. - mother of Darius Messayeh, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

87/11
Monthly Progress Reports

The monthly progress reports were noted by the Members.
88/11

Correspondence

The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell informed the Meeting that he had received a request from the students in Greenhills Secondary School for the Council to receive a deputation from the students.   The Members approved the request.
The Mayor Councillor P. Bell informed the Meeting that he had issued an invitation to the American Embassy inviting the President of the United States of America Barrack Obama to visit Drogheda and its environs during his forthcoming visit to Ireland.   The Members supported the invitation
89/11
Notice of Motion - Councillor M. O’Dowd.

“That Drogheda Borough Council reaffirms its commitment to the European Road Safety Charter and in conjunction with the JPC will host a RSA  Roadshow event this summer”
Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the Motion.

90/11
Notice of Motion - Councillor M. Coogan

“The Drogheda Borough  Council  Roads Department investigated parking in the Old Hill area in response to an emergency Notice of Motion that was placed by Cllr. Matthew Coogan and passed by the Members at the September 2010 Council Meeting.   Can the Borough Engineer let me know when the much needed works will be started and concluded”.

Reply: A scheme has been prepared to provide traffic calming measures at Old Cornmarket Hill, Drogheda. The scheme includes for alterations to the existing parking layout. The scheme went on public display and a report has been prepared for the April meeting. Subject to the approval of the members it is anticipated that the work will be carried out within the next two months.   

The motion was noted by the Members.

91/11
Any Other Business.

On the proposal of Councillor R. Culhane the Members condemned the murder of PSNI Constable Ronan Kerr in Omagh, Co. Tyrone on Saturday 3rd April, 2011.   The Mayor Councillor P. Bell indicated that he would issue a letter of sympathy on behalf of the Council.
The Meeting was adjourned.

                                                           ____________________________________

                                                                                  MAYOR. 
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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