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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 6th September, 2010 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell


Councillors:  
K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, K.O’Heiligh, M. O’Dowd.
OFFICIALS:



Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk,






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer,






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer,

Apologies from Councillor Dom Wilton.

  The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell indicated that he proposed to take Item No. 5 - Update on No. 3 Horse Lane as item No. 4.
124/10

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 5th July, 2010 and the Minutes of Special Council Meeting in Committee held on 5th July, 2010, were adopted.
125/10
Matters arising from Minutes.

Minute No.107/10 - Councillor M. Coogan enquired if a letter had been issued to An Garda Siochana in relation to speed checks on the Marsh Road.    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that a letter would be issued to the Gardai and a copy of same forwarded to Councillor Coogan.
A discussion took place in relation to the response from the NRA in relation to the tolls on the motorway and the effect of same on the economy of Drogheda and disappointment was expressed with the response.   It was agreed that a further letter be sent to the NRA requesting that they attend a meeting of the Borough Council.   The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell indicated that he would issue the letter. 

A discussion took place on the reply from the HSE in relation to funding for drug addition services in Drogheda and disappointment was expressed with the reply.   It was agreed that a further letter be sent to the HSE to ascertain what money has been ring fenced for Drogheda.   The letter should also request that the service be operated over 7 days per week.    It was also agreed that a letter should issue to the North East Regional Drugs Task Force.
Minute No. 118/10 - Councillor K. O’Heiligh requested that a letter  be sent to the DEHLG to have the RAPID area extended to include Laurence Park/Laurence Drive Area.
126/10

Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

Family of the late John McHale, Brookville, Drogheda.
Family of the late Chris Dowd, Boyne Lodge, Slane Road, Drogheda.
Family of the late Kenny Doyle, Brookville, Drogheda

Family of the late Dessie Geraghty, Donore Avenue, Drogheda.

Family of the late Mrs. McGeough, mother of Councillor Pearse McGeough, Ardee Town Council
Family of the late Frank Hoey, retired employee of Drogheda Borough Council
Family of the late Maisie Fitzpatrick, formerly Trinity Gardens, Drogheda - mother of Paul Fitzpatrick and Grandmother of Garreth and Shane Fitzpatrick - staff of Drogheda Borough Council.
Family of the late Gene Treanor, father of Noel Treanor, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

Family of the late Val Callan, father of Anne Taaffe, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.
127/10
Update on No. 3 Horse Lane, Drogheda - Drogheda River Rescue and 
Irish Coast Guard
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, gave details of the ownership of the property at Horse Lane.    She pointed out that the buildings occupied by Drogheda River Rescue and Irish Coast Guard are in a dangerous condition under Health and Safety.   She indicated that the River Rescue had vacated their premises.   She indicated that a meeting had taken place with Irish Coast Guard and a further meeting had been arranged for this week in relation to putting a temporary structure in place. A meeting will also be arranged with the River Rescue.  She also pointed out that there are two other groups in adjoining buildings.   A detailed inspection of these premises would be carried out.   The members requested a further update at the October meeting of the Council.
128/10

Update on Projects
The Tholsel
Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that the works on the Tholsel were progressing satisfactorily.   It was hoped that the Tourist Office would be located on the ground floor and opened by the end of September   She indicated that a design had been commissioned to make the entrance to the premises wheelchair friendly and should come before the Council at the November Meeting.    The Members thanked all involved in the refurbishment and requested that the Members be allowed view it.   It was agreed that arrangements would be made for the Members to view the building.

Lourdes Stadium
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that it was proposed to advertise the Part 8 in October when submissions could be made by interested groups.  She pointed out that a meeting had been held with the representatives of Boyle O’Reilly Terrace.   Meetings could be arranged with Representatives of Broadmeadows and Brookville if they so wished.   A discussion took place in relation to the management of the Stadium and it was pointed out that it was proposed to have a Management Committee run the Stadium.   

Liberty Swing
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that the equipment had been ordered and the Liberty Swing would be in place in the next 6/8 weeks.   The Members welcomed the progress being made.
Coca Cola Social Centre
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer indicated that works had been completed.   Consultations with various groups interested in the premises will commence shortly.   It is proposed to form a Management Committee to run the Centre.   The Mayor Councillor Paul Bell requested that the Council be informed of the names and location of the interested groups.   It was agreed that a viewing of the premises would be arranged for the Members.
Boice Court Housing Scheme 

Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that construction of the proposed 50 houses would commence in September with a timeframe of 18 months for completion.
The members welcomed the comments and congratulated everyone involved in the project.

129/10
Agree dates for Special Meeting to consider Managers Report on the Draft Development Plan.
It was agreed that a Special Meeting will take place on 13th September and 20th September, 2010, at 7.00 p.m. each evening.
At this juncture Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager joined the meeting.

130/10
Proposed Draft Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) 

Bye-Laws 2008
Following a discussion it was agreed to place the proposed Draft Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye- Laws 2008 as presented on public display.

131/10
Disposal of Fee Simple interest in property at 6 Sunnyside Villas, Drogheda to Ms. Bernadette Morrissey (Section 183 Notice circulated on 7th July, 2010.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh approval was given to the disposal of the fee simple interest in property at No. 6 Sunnyside Villas, Drogheda, to 

Ms. Bernadette Morrissey for the sum of €500 plus costs and expenses.

132/10
Disposal of Fee Simple interest in property at 28 Millmount Terrace, Drogheda to Ms. Gillian Sheils (Section 183 Notice circulated on 7th July, 2010.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, approval was given to the disposal of the fee simple interest in property at 28 Millmount Terrace, Drogheda to 

Ms. Gillian Sheils for the sum of €250 plus costs and expenses.
133/10

Forthcoming Conferences
On the proposal of Councillor Anthony Donohoe, seconded by Councillor G. Nash approval was given for the attendance at the following conferences:
Local Authority Members Association Autumn Seminar - 8th October - 9th October, 2010 -

Councillor A. Donohoe and Councilor R. Culhane.

Douglas Hyde Conference 2010 - 15th - 16th October, 2010 - Councillor G. Nash

Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland Annual Conference - 10th - 11th September, 2010 -Councillor K. Callan

134/10

Emergency Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan

“I am calling on this Council to investigate parking in the Old Hill area, following a serious

accident which recently occurred, in which a woman was seriously injured”
The Members supported the motion.

135/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor F. Maher
'That Drogheda Borough Council in the interests of safety install traffic lights at the junction of Dublin Road and the Boyne Valley Hotel. This busy junction also serves Castlewood and Roschoill housing estates.'
Reply: This junction will be considered for inclusion in the 2011 Low Cost Safety Improvements Scheme. The Low Cost Safety Improvements Scheme is administered by the NRA nationally and schemes for County Louth are prioritised on a county wide basis. The Borough Council intends to meet shortly with the NRA roads inspector to discuss the 2011 submission.   
Proposed by Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan and noted by the Members.
136/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster
Calling on the Council to provide a pedestrian crossing on the Mell side of the M1 retail park were no footpath exists in front of the houses on this busy stretch of road.
Reply: The Borough Council will carry out a traffic survey to establish if a warrant for a pedestrian crossing exists at this location. The provision of a pedestrian crossing here will also depend on funding being made available
Proposed by Councillor I. Munster, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and noted by the Members
137/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd,
That Drogheda Borough Council as a matter of urgency carries out a traffic study at  the junction of  the entrance to  Termon Abbey / Aston Village and the Termonfeckin Road and factors in the additional traffic which will be generated by the expansion of the Primary School (currently seeking planning permission). The study to look at the need for  Traffic Lights and the results of the study to be made available to the Planning Section of Louth County Council and if lights are considered necessary a contribution to be sought from the Department of Education.
Reply: A planning application for the extension of the school (Planning ref: 10/368) has been lodged. The application is currently being considered by Louth County Council. Matters pertaining to traffic and pedestrian safety will be considered as part of the assessment of the planning application.   

Proposed by Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor K. Callan and noted by the Members.  Councillor O’Dowd requested that the report being submitted to Louth County Council be circulated to the Members
138/10
Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell and Councillor G. Nash.
“That this Council provide municipal playing fields on an interim basis on lands in the ownership of the authority for the purpose of making available sporting fields, to football clubs in need of additional facilities and for clubs without access to playing fields”. 
Reply:  The Council will examine lands in its ownership to ascertain if any is suitable for municipal playing fields and will report back to Council at a later date

Following a discussion it was agreed that a report would be prepared for the next meeting of the Council.
139/10

Notice of Motion - Councillor M. Coogan.
I wish to call upon this Council to:

Inspect the need for provision of Speed Ramps to be installed at Beechwood Drive and at Beechwood Avenue housing estate.  Following increased speeding in these areas, it is becoming hazardous for residents, in particular for children at play.   The provision of Speed ramps would help to ensure the safety of both residents and children at play, and should be addressed as an urgent concern.

Reply: The Borough Council will carry out a traffic survey to establish if traffic calming measures are warranted at Beechwood Drive and Beechwood Avenue. Should a warrant exist, a scheme will be drawn up and the cost of the works estimated .The carrying out of any works will be contingent on funding being made available. No provision has been made in the 2010 Road Works Programme for traffic calming measures in this housing estate.

Proposed by Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and noted by the Members.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha





DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL








PAGE  

