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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 4th October, 2010 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell


Councillors:  
K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager.






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk,






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer,






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer,

Apologies from Councillor G. Nash.
140/10

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 6th September, 2010 were adopted.
141/10

Matters arising from Minutes.

Councillor I. Munster enquired if a reply had been received from the HSE in relation to funding and services provision by the HSE towards Addiction Services in Drogheda.   Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that no reply had been received.

Councillor I. Munster enquired if a reply had been received from the NRA in relation to the tolls on the M1 motorway.  Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, outlined that a letter would be issued to the NRA through the Mayors office.
Councillor M. Coogan acknowledged receipt of the copy of the letter issued to the Garda Siochana in relation the speed checks on the Marsh Road.

Councillor F. Gallagher indicated that his apologies for not attending the September Council Meeting were not recorded in the Minutes.    Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, apologized for the omission.

142/10
Update on premises at Horse Lane.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the Council that meetings had taken place with the River Rescue and the Coastguard in relation to securing suitable sites for both organisations. She informed the meeting that the Officials will continue to liaise with both groups and when proposals are in place they will be brought before the Council.
143/10
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

Family of the late Mr. George Rainsford, Bryanstown Village, Dublin Road, Drogheda.
Family of the late Mr. Ray Buckley, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.
Family of the late Mr. Michael Hodgins, Hardmans Gardens, Drogheda.
144/10.
Drogheda Borough Council Economic Development - 

Business Incentive Scheme Policy
A report on the Drogheda Borough Council Economic Development Business Incentive Scheme Policy was circulated to the Members.   The Members welcomed the Policy.
145/10
Report on lands suitable for Municipal Playing Fields.
A report with a map showing lands in the ownership of the Borough Council was circulated.   Following a discussion it was agreed that the County Manager and Town Clerk would produce a draft vision in relation to suitable lands for playing pitches and that umbrella organisations would be consulted.   It was also agreed that a strategic objective would be put in the Development Plan for playing pitches.
146/10

Lourdes Stadium Development - 

Part VIII Planning and Development Act 2000 - 2010
A copy of the proposed works to the Lourdes Stadium was circulated to the Members.   

Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the meeting that it was proposed to advertise Part VIII of the Planning and Development Act 2000 - 2010 on 13th October, 2010.   The meeting was informed that meetings had taken place with the officials of Drogheda Borough Council and representatives of the Residents Associations in Boyle O’Reilly Terrace, Brookville and Broadmeadows/Broadmeadows Drive when issues of concerns of the respective associations were discussed.   The matter will come before the Council following the public consultation period. 
147/10
Forthcoming Conferences
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane approval was given for the attendance of Councillor M. O’Dowd at the Alternative Energy Competing with the Rest of Europe Conference in Maynooth, Co. Kildare, from 22nd October, to 24th October, 2010.
Councillor I. Munster enquired how many Councillors attended Conferences in the last month.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated the report on conferences attended was available for inspection.
148/10
Monthly Progress Reports.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh queried the position in relation to the 12 vacant houses on the Housing Monthly report. Clarification on the vacant houses was given by Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer. Ms. Daly outlined that details of what units are vacant at the end of the previous month can be given at the next Council meeting.

Councillor M. O’Dowd requested an update on the position in relation to the pay and display on the North Strand.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the meeting that discussions were ongoing with the Port Authority. 

Councillor M. O’Dowd indicated that there appeared to be some displacement on Dominic’s Bridge.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, stated that the damage on Dominics Bridge is under investigation.
Councillor K. Callan
queried  the position in relation to the map including Laurence Park in the Rapid Area.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that there had been correspondence with the Department and the Council in relation to the map.

Councillor D. Wilton and Councillor F. Gallagher raised the issue of traffic calming measures and road markings in the Yellowbatter/Flaxmill Lane area.

Mr P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that the area will be examined in relation to traffic calming and if road markings were required this work would be carried out.

149/10
Notice of Motion –  Councillor R. Culhane.
That this Council provide road markings to govern the intersecting roads in the Stameen estate. The prospect of a serious traffic accident occurring within this estate is very real, as non residents who are unfamiliar with the area continually career through junctions at the risk of other road users. This situation must be remedied immediately before a very serious traffic accident occurs.
Reply: This estate was taken in charge by the Borough Council in 1990. The Council will in consultation with An Garda Siochana examine the area with a view to determining a priority route through the estate. Road markings and signs will be provided as required at each junction along this route.

The motion was noted by the Members.

150/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan
Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to investigate the traffic problems at the Donore Road Ballsgrove entrance and exits with a view to solving the problem.

Reply: Drogheda Borough Council will carry out a traffic survey at these road junctions and will report on the results of the investigations
The motion was noted by the Members.

151/10
Notice of Motion - Councillor F. Maher
That in the interest of safety Drogheda Borough Council carry out emergency repairs to the Donore Road Industrial Estate road.

Reply: Provision has been made in the current road works programme to repair this road. It is expected that this work will be carried out shortly
The motion was noted by the Members.
152/10

Notice of Motion - Councillor D. Wilton

“That this Council take a positive look at the speeding that is occurring on the Cord Road and adjoining streets”

Reply: A one way traffic system and paid parking was recently commissioned on the Chord Road and adjoining streets to alleviate traffic congestion. The Council is not aware of speeding becoming a problem as a result of the new system. Notwithstanding this a speed survey will be carried out in the area and the issue will be investigated
The motion was noted by the Members.

153/10
On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Council I. Munster, it was agreed that their motions in relation to traffic at The Twenties/Crosslanes be taken together

Notice of Motion - Councillor F. Gallagher

In view of the huge and unprecedented increase in vehicular traffic movements along the Twenties Lane since the re-opening of DIFE in recent weeks, the elected members request that a road traffic study/survey is undertaken in the area immediately and that a report is prepared for the members containing recommendations/proposals to reduce the unacceptable traffic congestion and delays now prevalent in the area on a daily basis. 
Reply:  The traffic signalised junctions at R132/Cross Lanes and The Twenties/Cross lanes/Windmill Road are currently under review and traffic movements are being monitored. It is our intention to revise traffic light sequencing to limit congestion by balancing traffic flows as far as is possible at these junctions. When this study is completed a report will be prepared for the members’ consideration. The long term plan as part of the 'port access northern cross route', PANCR, is to realign and extend The Twenties Lane to link to the PANCR, within Louth County Council's jurisdiction.
Notice of Motion - Councillor I. Munster
Calling on the council to examine all options to try and rectify daily traffic build up at the one and only exit leading from The Twenties area which serves Mayfield, Moneymore, Hawthorn, Lawrence Park and Lawrence Drive housing estates. There is a daily traffic tailback from the traffic lights at St. Peters Cemetery all the way down to the college each morning, resulting in motorists having to wait up to 30 minutes just to exit the junction. Traffic lights only allow for a max of 3 cars turning right on to Crosslanes and 5 cars turning left out from this exit. What measures do the council intend taking to alleviate this congestion and what plans do the council have to provide another exit road? 
Reply: The R132 North Road/Cross lanes/Cement Road and Cross Lanes/Windmill Road junctions are currently under review and traffic movements are being monitored. It is our intention to revise traffic light sequencing to limit congestion by balancing traffic flows as far as is possible at these junctions. The long term plan as part of the 'port access northern cross route', PANCR, is to realign and extend The Twenties Lane to link to the PANCR, within Louth County Council's jurisdiction
The motions were noted by the Members.

154/10                                  

Notice of Motion - Councillor M O’Dowd.

Drogheda Borough Council calls for an update on the provision of a Youth Café for the town and as a matter of policy, seeks an interim facility to be put in place as soon as possible.
Reply:  Drogheda Youth Development, supported by Louth County Development Board, has applied to secure a grant from the Minister for Children under the Youth Café funding. The estimated cost for the provision of a Youth Café, as per Drogheda Youth Development  proposed design is in the region of €1,000,000.  DYD have also secured additional funding themselves.  This Council remains committed to the project and every assistance will be given to DYD

The motion was noted by the Members.

155/10                         

Notice of Motion - The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell.
That this Council conduct an immediate investigation into the impact which traffic movement and volume is having on Drogheda's most historic heritage icon Laurences Gate"

Reply: St. Laurence's Gate (built circa.1180-1300) is maintained by the Office of Public Works and was restored in 2002. In November 2005 Drogheda Borough Council in partnership with The Heritage Council commissioned a Conservation Plan for the Drogheda town walls and defences. The plan was commissioned inter alia to ‘address a range of concerns in respect of the preservation, conservation and presentation of both the above ground and below ground remains of the town’s most important, spatially – defining historic monument;’. This report found the monument in good condition however it states that there are a number of elements which should be attended to before they deteriorate any further. It notes that gypsum crust has formed close to where vehicle exhausts emit carbon fumes as they are driven through the entrance. It is an objective of the Council to close St. Laurence’s Gate to vehicular traffic and to utilise the proposed Palace Street/Francis Street Link road as an alternative route for the traffic currently using the gate. The Borough Council will consult with the OPW and will seek its views on the current condition of the monument.       
Proposed by the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor D. Wilton, and noted by the Members.
156/10   

Correspondence.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, informed the Council that a letter had been received a letter from the Deputy Mayor of Saint Mandé in Paris inviting Drogheda Borough Council to enter into a twining arrangements with Saint Mandé
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the Council of a conference which will be  hosted by the County Louth Peace and Reconciliation Partnership in the Highlanes Gallery on 12th and 13th October, 2010.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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